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I.—General 


Attention has already been directed to the 
formidable nature of the British sheep tick, 
Ixodes ricinus L., which is concerned in the 
transmission of several widely spread and fatal 
diseases of sheep and lambs. Few figures are 
available to enable the veterinarian to assess 
the total losses from tick-borne diseases, and 
indeed this information could only be obtained 
from an intimate survey of sheep mortality 
over large tracts of somewhat inaccessible 
country. It is now realised, however, that tick- 
borne or tick-associated diseases, namely, 
louping-ill, tick-borne fever and pyaemia of 
lambs, occur each spring in greater or less 
degree throughout the geographical range of 
tick distribution. This includes large areas of 
rough grazings in Scotland, the North of 
Ingland, Wales and South-west England. One 
does not exaggerate in saying that much of 
our hill land is farmed or ranched at a low 
level of productivity, and although many 
factors, mostly economic, undoubtedly con- 
tribute to this, those aware of the facts must be 
impressed by the higher mortality rate and 
poorer returns from farms severely infested 
with ticks. Judging by the effect of tick-borne 
diseases on the lamb crop in certain areas, the 
opinion may be hazarded that the productive- 
ness of hill sheep-farming is consistently 
reduced by at least 10 or 15 per cent. princi- 
pally through the depredations of ticks. 


LossEs IN ACCLIMATISED STOLKS 


An idea of the economic impact of tick- 
associated diseases may be gleaned from the 
following histories of flocks acclimatised on 
tick-infested holdings. 


Farm A.—From S800 breeding ewes less than 
600 lambs were marked in June, 19387. Ninety- 
nine lambs died between the ages of three and 
nine weeks and = post-mortem examinations 
revealed that at least 57 lambs succumbed to 
one or other of the tick-associated diseases, 50 
of these being affected with tick pyaemia. 


Farm B.—In 1934, out of 140 lambs properly 
mothered and “ footed,” 50 died during May, 


June and July. The death-rate in lambs con- 
tinued to be high during the following years, 
and in 1937, despite four years’ experience, the 
farmer reared only 120 lambs, about 60 having 
died. Thus, in spite of improved general 
management the lamb mortality was never less 
than 30 per cent. Post-mortem examinations 
were not made on this flock, but the history 
indicates that the bulk of the loss was caused 
by pyaemia—a disease associated with the 
presence of ticks. 

Farm C.—Heavy losses amongst lambs were 
reported from sheep farms in a tick-infested 
valley in Northumberland, and in May, 1987, it 
was decided to establish a field laboratory to 
investigate the cause of these deaths. This 
enquiry was made possible by a special grant 
from the Sheep Diseases Sub-Committee of the 
Agricultural Research Council. 

Arrangements were made to collect, as far 
as possible, all dead lambs from these farms 
and convey them daily by car to the field 
laboratory where they were submitted to a 
detailed post-mortem examination. In 15 days 
during May, 1937, 110 lambs were received and 
examined and the following causes of death 
noted. It was impossible to examine all lambs 
which died and 110 represents only a proportion 
of the total losses during this period. 


No. of cases 
Pyaemic infections alone ... 
Cl. welchii Type D infection alone 18 
Pyaemic infections plus Cl? welchii 


Type D infection 
Lamb dysentery... 
Incidental deaths (known causes) 9 
Suspected tick-borne fever 

Total ... 110 


It will therefore be seen that pyaemic 
infections of varying severity were encountered 
in 50 lambs, and were believed to have been 
responsible for death in 30 cases. Biological 
tests for the detection of the louping-ill virus 
were not carried out, so that some of the 
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undetermined deaths may have been due wholly 
or in part to this virus. The possibility of the 
existence of occult pyaemic lesions in this group 
cannot, however, be overlooked. 


Tick PYAEMIA IN LAMBS 


This information clearly illustrates, inter alia, 
the great importance of properly organised 
field studies, for in no other way could the 
above information have been obtained. Oddly 
enough, it showed that the biggest individual 
cause of lamb deaths was not louping-ill or 
tick-borne fever but a distinct infection which 
the writer named tick pyaemia. Pyaemia, as 
the name implies, is a generalised septic condi- 
tion characterised by multiple abscess formation 
on the skin and throughout the internal organs 
and joints. The causal micro-organism is a 
staphylococcus which invades the blood and 
lymph streams, in all probability via wounds 
produced by tick bites, whence it is conveyed 
throughout the body. Bone tissue, particularly 
the bodies of the dorsal and lumbar vertebrae, 
is frequently attacked, with resultant spinal 
meningitis and posterior paralysis, but the site 
of fatal lesions is probably fortuitous, and in 
addition to infection of the meninges, it has 
been noted that death may occur from pyelo- 
nephritis, adhesions of the heart, lungs and 
liver to the diaphragm, peritonitis, pleurisy and 
verrucose endocarditis. The onset of the disease 
is insidious, it runs a chronic course and pro- 
duces death only when the functions of a vital 
organ are seriously impaired. The symptoms of 
pyaemia frequently resemble those of “ joint- 
ill” or “ navel-ill,” but these diseases are mani- 
festly distinct. True streptococcal joint-ill is 
seldom met with amongst hill flocks, and 
pyaemia has not been observed on tick-free 
farms. 

It is of interest to note that few lambs were 
found to have died from the better-known tick- 
borne diseases, i.e., louping-ill and tick fever. 
Field investigational studies have shown, how- 
ever, that  flock-masters are unable to 
distinguish between the tick-associated diseases, 
and it is still true, as observed by Sir John 
McFadyean in 1894, that the general term 
“ louping-ill ” covers at least three etiologically 
distinct diseases. In considering how these 
losses can best be controlled it will be appre- 
ciated that their differentiation is a matter of 
primary importance. 


LossEs IN UNACCLIMATISED SHEEP 


Home-bred adult sheep—and lambs which 
survive one year on tick-infested grazings— 
possess considerable immunity to louping-ill and 
tick-borne fever. This fact is strikingly 
illustrated when unacclimatised sheep are 
transferred to tick-infested pastures during the 


} 


active tick season. Under these circumstances 
the losses amongst the unacclimatised sheep 
may be exceedingly high, as compared with the 
mortality rate in the native stock. This is 
clearly shown in the following examples. 


Farm A.—One hundred and forty-three ewes 
and 140 lambs, all from healthy pastures, were 
moved to ticky land in May, 1935. Deaths from 
louping-ill commenced two weeks later and con- 
tinued until the autumn. By November, 230 
animals (81 per cent.) had died. During this 
period the mortality amongst the native sheep 
was very slight. 

Farm B.—Two hundred ewes and their lambs, 
all unacclimatised, were moved to tick-infested 
pastures in May, 1934. The death-rate from 
louping-ill during the following three months 
amounted to approximately 50 per cent. 


Farm C.—One hundred and twenty tegs were 
placed on enclosed pastures in March, 1935. 
Ten days later all were suffering from an 
unknown malady later diagnosed as tick-borne 
fever. Thirty tegs died. Enquiry showed that 
the fields had become contaminated with ticks 
which had dropped off the previous occupier’s 
sheep. These sheep were known to have been 
moved during the tick season from tick-infested 
grazings. 

Farm D.—Fifty pregnant, unacclimatised 
ewes were moved to tick-infested land in March, 
1928. Twenty-six ewes lambed prematurely. In 
all probability these ewes were affected with 
tick-borne fever. Amongst native stocks in this 
area the abortion rate is never high. 


Unfortunately the immunity built up in 
native sheep is apparently not transmitted in 
appreciable degree to their lambs, and in conse- 
quence it is amongst lambs that the biggest 
losses from the tick-borne diseases are seen. 
As already noted, the most important of these 
has been found to be pyaemia, but louping-ill 
also occurs in home-bred lambs. Older sheep 
ean be effectively immunised against louping-ill 
by means of a vaccine, but as yet no specific 
means of prevention has been devised for lambs. 
An appreciable loss from tick-borne diseases is 
also frequently noted among young stock 
wintered from home and returning to tick- 
infested pastures in April. 


There is some difference of opinion as to the 
effect of scores of engorging ticks on 
the haematopoietic system of the sheep, but it 
seems unlikely that this would be severe 
enough to give rise to serious anaemia. The 
intense irritation produced by tick bites 
does, however, probably have a_ harmful 
effect on the health and well-being of the young 
animal, and lambs rendered tick-free by dipping 
or salving are observed to rest and feed better, 
and therefore thrive better. 


| 
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THE SPREAD OF TICKS 


MacLeod and Moore, et al., have dealt in 
recent contributions to this journal with the 
general problem of tick spread and it may be 
permissible to comment briefly on this important 
aspect of the tick problem in the North of 
England. First of all there is a fairly wide- 
spread belief among those farming in estab- 
lished tick areas that ticks have lately increased 
in numbers and that they are now causing more 
damage to sheep. Since regular tick counts on 
sheep over sufficiently lengthy periods have not 
yet been made, it is not easy to be certain 
that a vertical increase (increased density) in 
tick populations has occurred. As suggested 
by MacLeod, it is possible that fairly wide 
fluctuations occur around a constant value. 
Particularly favourable years with heavy tick 
infestations may have given the impression of a 
sudden increase in tick density, but one feels 
that observations should be continued over a 
much longer period before definite conclusions 
are drawn. What is certain, however, is that 
during the last ten years farmers have come to 
recognise the true culpability of ticks in 
causing disease and wastage in sheep. Out- 
breaks of disease which had proved exceed- 
ingly puzzling in the past can now be explained 
as due to tick-borne diseases. For example, 
grass parks are commonly rented for the 
purpose of providing a change for sections of 
hill sheep, and this movement of sheep has 
frequently resulted.in serious tick contamina- 
tion of these parks. If unacclimatised sheep 
graze there the following year, outbreaks of 
obscure disease are likely to arise if the ticks 
happen to be infective. The risks involved in 
such movements of sheep have been much 
better understood since it became possible to 
establisha definite diagnosis of tick-borne disease 
in these puzzling outbreaks, and owners now 
protect themselves by refusing to accommodate 
sheep from districts known to be tick-infested. 
Altogether there has been a quickening of 
interest in ticks and the tick problem, and this 
has led to a greater appreciation of their 
menace to sheep. Prevailing economic condi- 
tions in the sheep industry have further 
accentuated the importance of ticks, for owing 
to less prosperous times in agriculture the 
impact of loss from disease on the profitability 
of sheep farming assumes a new importance. 
Farms known to be severely tick-infested are 
nowadays almost unlettable. 


This, to some extent, explains the present 
interest in the sheep tick, but a number of other 
factors impinge upon the problem one being 
the gradual deterioration of hill grazings. 
MacLeod has shown that for their permanent 
survival and development ticks require certain 
definite conditions of soil and vegetation. The 


optimum conditions for establishment are pro- 
vided by rough matted herbage overlying 
marshy or peaty soils, giving rise to a micro- 
climate of moisture-saturated air. These condi- 
tions abound on upland grazings where each 
year half-rotted heather, bent and moor grasses 
form a dense, sodden and acid mat. If nothing 
is done to check mat formation it seems likely 
that the areas suitable for permanent tick 
colonisation will increase. No one doubts that 
this deterioration of hill pastures in Britain is 
taking place. Grazing by sheep alone is partly 
responsible, and it is clear also that insufficient 
attention is at the present time being paid to 
drainage and manurial treatment. The uplands 
are crying out for improvements, but it seems 
that there is no capital available. 


Sheep have continually been moved—often 
without adequate dipping—to temporary 
pastures, and although this has often, as men- 
tioned above, led to outbreaks of tick-borne 
diseases in unacclimatised sheep, yet the writer 
has been unable to collect satisfactory evidence 
of any generalised horizontal spread of the 
parasite. Clearly ticks have many opportuni- 
ties for spread, but in the absence of an abrupt 
change in the character of the soil and herbage 
on peripheral farms, an alarming increase in 
ticks would not be expected, and has not in fact 
been noted. Horizontal spread is to be 
distinguished from marginal spread around 
established tick foci. This is always going on 
through the unrestricted movements of game, 
vermin, straying sheep, etc., and in hill country 
there may be no sharp boundary between tick- 
infested and tick-free land. This fact may 
remain entirely unsuspected for years, because 
in the absence of new or obscure diseases there 
may be no occasion to examine sheep minutely 
during the active tick season. When tick-borne 
diseases suddenly make their appearance on 
marginal farms a_ recent tick invasion is 
immediately suspected, but it is clear that this 
is more likely to be caused by the introduction 
of infection into an established tick population 
of low density. In a_ private ,communication 
Moore informed the writer of an area in 
Scotland where ticks are plentiful, but where 
tick-borne disease amongst the sheep stock has 
not yet made its appearance. This is probably 
exceptional. 


In concluding this section it may be said that 
there is no evidence to indicate any general 
spread of the sheep tick to fresh territory in the 
North of England. On the other hand, marginal 
spread is continually occurring around estab- 
lished tick foci. This may, but generally does 
not, lead to permanent colonisation. Neverthe- 
less, in view of the known menace of ticks to 
sheep the tick problem has an _ important 
veterinary bearing, and it is necessary to 
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investigate how best the losses from tick-borne 
diseases can be overcome. As a guarantor of 
the nation’s food supply the veterinarian must 
view the problem broadly, and must make use 
of every aid from pure or applied science 
which will enable him to find a_ practical 
solution, and thus help in the important work 
of conserving our national resources of 
livestock. 


II1.—Northumberland Experiments 


The elimination of sheep ticks from infested 
grazings is clearly the ideal line of defence 
against all tick-borne diseases, but at present 
this is quite impossible except perhaps occasion- 
ally in enclosed fields or parklands. Measures 
have, therefore, in general to be directed 
towards keeping the ewes and lambs as free as 
possible from ticks during the active tick 
season, and at the same time employing any 
other practical method for reducing the tick 
population. Of the many measures © which 
theoretically it is possible to employ for tick 
destruction, only two, vis., moor burning and 
sheep dipping, are considered to possess much 
value under practical sheep-farming conditions. 
Moor burning is of limited value since moors in 
Britain are seldom dry enough to allow the 
process to be really effective. Many of the 
standard commercial dips are effective tick- 
killers, and it has already been shown that 
pregnant ewes can be dipped six times, at five- 
day intervais right to lambing time, using an 
arsenical preparation, without causing any 
appreciable injury to either the sheep or the 
wool. Dipping at such close intervals is 
unpopular, and is, of course, no solution to the 
problem, because it is obviously ruled out as 
soon as lambing commences. This, unfortunately, 
is the time when dipping or alternative methods 
of control are most needed, since young lambs 
are more susceptible to tick-borne diseases than 
older sheep. In 1934, MacLeod discoveréd that 
dips compounded with certain natural greases 
were capable of preventing the reinfestation of 
dipped sheep for approximately ten to 14 days, 
and this introduced an important advance in 
the technology of dips and dipping. Since 1935, 
field trials in Northumberland and elsewhere 
have confirmed that dips made as above and 
containing arsenic, phenols and wool grease 
slow down the rate of infestation, and have 
made it possible to lengthen the intervals 
between successive dippings. 


Ewes and lambs have been systematically 
dipped at three-weekly intervals during the 
spring tick season. A deterrent effect has been 
noted for two weeks, whilst adult ticks which 
attach themselves to sheep during the third 
week have not completed their blood meal by 
the next dipping and are consequently destroyed. 


Despite the fact that this method of control is 
far from perfect, its adoption on certain farms 
since 1935 has been followed by a reduction in 
the tick population and a fall in lamb mortality. 
A full account of these experiments appeared in 
the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England (1936). 


PROTECTION OF EWES AND LAMBS 


While dipping according to the above pro- 
gramme has been found to be practicable and 
safe, the labour involved is considerable and 
must be undertaken at the busiest season in the 
shepherd’s year. Later work was, therefore, 
directed to lengthening the period of immunity 
from ticks. It is believed that if sheep could 
be protected for three weeks, dipping conse- 
quentiy once a month instead of every three 
weeks as formerly, the procedure would have 
practical possibilities for controlling ticks on 
British hill farms. 


Derris root was shown by MacLeod, in 19382, 
to be an efficient tick killer. Sheep dips made 
with derris should possess certain advantages, 
for they are non-poisonous to stock yet act as 
contact poisons to ticks, keds, etc. A series of 
comparative tests of different experimental 
products based on derris root or arsenic was, 
therefore, planned in collaboration with the 
Cooper Technical Bureau and carried out 
on Northumbrian farms during the tick 
seasons of 1937 and 1988. A detailed account 
of the various experiments with these new 
compound dips is being prepared by Dr. 
MacLeod, of the Cooper Technical Bureau staff, 
who actively assisted in this part of the work 
and had previously carried out numerous inde- 
pendent experiments in order to arrive at the 
formulae for these dips. For the purpose of the 
present paper, therefore, it will be sufficient to 
outline the Northumberland experiments as 
follows :— 


(a)—EWES. 


A.—A plain derris dip (solution of derris 
extract). 

B.—Derris carbolic paste. 

C.—Derris carbolic woolfat paste. 

D.—Arsenic carbolic paste. 

E.—A commercial tick-dip. (Highland Tick 


Paste containing both arsenic and 
derris.) 


The ewes in all five groups were dipped with 
the above dips a day or two before lambing was 
due to commence, and thereafter at three- 
weekly intervals throughout the tick season. 
Twenty hoggs were retained in each group as 
undipped controls, and comparative tick counts 
were conducted every week as required. 
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RESULTS. 
TABLE I.—EFFECT oF First DIPPING 
Average Tick Counts (adult females) 
(10 dipped and 10 undipped sheep) 


Counts, 
May 5th. 


Counts, Counts, | 
April 2Ist. April 28th. 


Dips 

used Dip- | Undip-| Dip- Undip- | Dip- | Undip- 
April ped ped ped ped ped | ped 
I4th. Sheep./Controls. Sheep. Controls.| Sheep. Controls. 


i 
A 21 35 50 54 17 | 8 
B 39 52 | @ —|- 
Cc 23 | 26 65 40 
D 5 31 39 15 16 
E 4 , 30 2% 50 18 | 14 


These figures show that those derris dips 
which did not contain arsenic possessed 
negligible tick-deterrent properties. It was 
found that such dips are efficient: tick-killing 
agents, but, under the conditions of the above 
test, they showed little value as repellents. This 
finding is not in agreement with the results of 
critical small-scale tests, and MacLeod suggests 
(private communication) that the discrepancy 
fies in the difference in immersion-time; the 
average hill shepherd immerses his sheep for 
something less than 15 seconds. The duration of 
the actual period of immersions appears to be 
more important with derris than with other 
dips. 

As a result, however, of the failure of the 
derris dips to protect sheep, under field condi- 
tions, dips B and C were discarded at the second 
dipping, on May Sth, and dips A and E  sub- 
stituted. Dip showed only moderate 
protection. The most satisfactory dip proved to 
be dip E, which showed a marked deterrent 
effect two weeks after use. 


(bh)—LAMBS. 


Experience has shown that on most farms it 
is impracticable to collect and dip young lambs 
earlier than three weeks after the date on which 
lambing commences. This is not primarily on 
account of injuring the lambs, but chiefly 
because earlier dipping seriously interferes with 
farm economy at a time when shepherds are 
busiest. Lambs, however, become tick-infested 
soon after birth, and as a_ result pyaemic 
infections are probably introduced at an early 
age. For this reason it was necessary to con- 
sider how young lambs could best) be pro- 
tected from ticks until convenient to dip them. 
The following tests were planned :— 

(1) In a group of sheep with an anticipated 
lamb crop of about 100, the fleeces of half the 
lambs were dressed, as soon after birth as 
possible, by dusting with a powdered prepara- 
tion of ground derris root, ‘supplied by the 
Cooper Technical Bureau. Each alternate lamb 
born remained untreated to serve as a control. 


| 


A comparative tick count was made on May 
6th, when ten lambs from each group were 
examined. Counts were made on only the oldest 
lumbs, those whose ages were estimated at 
between 12 and 17 days. 

Dusted lambs.—0, 0, 0, 3, 3, 6, 0, 0, 3, 0. Av. 1:5. 
Untreated lambs.—12, 14, 13, 14, 6, 10, 15, 8, 
14, 22. Av. 12°8. 


The dusted lambs looked healthier, and the 
derris root had produced no harmful effect on 
the skin or fleece. In the dusted group the skin 
was smooth and healthy, but in the control 
lambs the skin was rough with numerous 
papillae marking sites where engorged ticks had 
already fallen off. 

All except six of the control lambs were 
dusted on May 6th and a comparative count was 
made on May 20th. 

Dusted lambs.—2, 7, 7, 6, 4, 0, 1, 4, 5, 3. Av. 4:0. 
Untreated lambs.— 23, 6, 10, 24, 16, 12. Av. 15-0. 

A similar result was obtained in another 
group of lambs which were dusted on May 5th. 
A comparative count was made on May 22nd. 
Dusted lambs.—0, 4, 3, 3, 8, 13, 5, 4, 6,-8, 3. 

Ay. 5:0. 
Untreated lambs.—13, 21, 17, 13, 17, 17, 18, 23, 
8, 10, 8. Av. 15-0. 

(2) In another group of sheep with an 
anticipated lamb crop of about 150, the dusting 
of newly born lambs was compared with 
the immersion of lambs in a derris extract 
diluted with water. Alternate lambs were to be 
treated by these methods to ensure a compara- 
tive test. 

Resvu_t.—Unfortunately the shepherds them- 
selves decided against immersion and in favour 
of dusting, and it was not possible to persuade 
them to continue this test after one week. (It 
will be appreciated that lambs had often to be 
earried some distance in order to be immersed. 
Not only was this troublesome, but shepherds 
were disinclined on géneral grounds to interfere 
with a ewe and lamb at this time.) One com- 
parative count was, however, made on May 9th. 


Dusted lambs.—0, 2, 0, 2, 0, 1, 1, 0, 3, 1. Av. 1:0. 
Immersed lambs.—3, 5, 5, 4, & 2, 3, 2, 4, 7. 
Av. 4:0. 


CONCLUSION. 

The only conclusion that can be drawn from 
this test is that the immersion method of treat- 
ing lambs is impracticable on hill farms. It is 
worthy of trial on lowland farms. 


(3) In another group of lambs it was decided 
to test the tick-deterrent value of an oily smear 
containing derris root when applied to young 
lambs soon after birth. Ten control lambs 
remained untreated. A comparative count was 
made on June 8th. The technical considerations 
involved in the preparation of the salve were 
dealt with by Messrs. Robt, Young & Co., 
Glasgow. 
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RESULT. 


Smeared lambs 
Untreated lambs 


Average 2°0 
Average 6°8 
On July 11th all the lambs in this group were 


inspected and weighed with the following 
result :— 


Smeared Untreated 
33 Ib. 21 Ib. 
38 25 
39 16 
26 21 
29 24 
29 23 

5 28 
41 31 
29 — 
29 189 
30 
40 
31 
42 
471 
Av. 33-6 Ib. Avy. 23°5 Ib. 


The average live-weights thus show a 
difference of 101b. in favour of the smeared 
lambs. Two control lambs had died from 
pyaemic infections and two were lame. In 
general, the smeared lambs looked much 
healthier and none was lame. 


Conelusions 


Of the three methods tried the best results 
were obtained by dusting newly born lambs 
with a powdered preparation of derris root. All 
three methods were tried on lambs on another 
tick-infested farm, but as no controls were left, 
the methods could only be compared with each 
other. Here again comparative counts showed 
slightly in favour of the dusting method. On this 
farm the shepherds reported a little trouble 
from mis-mothering following the use of both 
the derris powder and derris smear. This trouble 
did not appear to be serious and was not 
reported elsewhere. 

An oily smear containing derris root can 
apparently be applied without ill effects to 
newly born Herdwick lambs. This smear 
checked tick-infestation, with the result that 
the treated lambs were more thrifty, and by 
July were on the average 101b. heavier than 
the unsmeared lambs. 

On the farm where this test was conducted 
the lamb mortality was in 1938 reduced to one- 
third of that experienced in previous years. 

It will be appreciated that much more work 
on the above lines remains to be done. Also, 
inasmuch as the protection of sheep and lambs 
from ticks represents only one method of 
approach to the tick problem, experiments in 
the future will not only be continued but con- 
siderably extended. 


ABSTRACTS 


{The Different Reactions of the Haemopoietic 
System in the Domestic Animals. (Trans. 
title.) Wirtu, (1938.) Paper to Thirteenth 
Int. Vet. Cong. (English summary.) | 


Up to the present little has been known about 
the types of reaction of the haemopoietic 
system of the domesticated animals, especially 
whether such reactions are the same as take 
place in man. 


After studying the blood of healthy animals, 
the author created states of anaemia in these 
animals by removing half their blood by bleed- 
ing them artificially. Their blood was examined 
daily, particular attention being paid to the 
presence of regenerative cells. The following 
animals were examined—the horse, dog, cat, 
sheep, goat and pig. Cattle were also included 
in the study, but the results on these animals 
are not completed. 


The type of regenerative reaction and the 
picture the blood presents varies with the 
species of animal. In the horse regenerative 
cells were few in number. Punctate basophilia 
and reticulocytes could not be demonstrated. 
Other forms of regenerative cells were few, the 
maximum being 500 to 1,000 per ¢mm._ In 
the other animals examined the number of 
regenerative cells was high. In the dog and eat 
the erythroblasts, cells showing Jolly bodies, 
and cells showing polychromasia occurred in 
thousands per ¢.mm.  Punctate  basophilia 
was not common. In the sheep and _ goat 
reticulocytes, polychromastic cells, and 
punctate basophilic cells were present in 
hundreds of thousands, but cells with Jolly 
bodies were under 500 per c.mm._ Poly- 
chromatic cells predominate in the sheep, 
punctate basophilic cells in the goat. The 
predominating cells in the pig were poly- 
chromatic red cells, with few erythroblasts and 
few cells with Jolly bodies. Punctate baso- 
philia were absent. In the horse there is a lack 
of regenerative cells in general; in the dog and 
eat the cells are mainly erythroblasts, Jolly 
corpuscles and polychromatic cells; in the 
sheep and goat the reaction is characterised by 
punctate basophilia and polychromasia, and a 
searcity of erythroblasts. The pig produces 
mainly polychromatic cells. 


A knowledge of the type of reaction to which 
each species gives rise, following blood loss, is 
very necessary for interpreting the blood 
picture. These variations are also interesting 
from the point of view of comparative 
pathology. 

D. L. H. 
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{The Acid-Base Equilibrium of Blood, Urine 
Reaction and Mineral Content of Plasma and 
Erythrocytes of Cattle on Varying Diets. 
(Trans. title.) (1938.) Deppre, K. Arch. wiss. 
prakt. Tierhlk. 75. 4. 301-324. 


The effect of diet on the acid-base equilibrium 
of the body has for long interested the 
physiologist and much controversy has arisen 
between the various research workers in this 
field of nutrition. In the present experiments 
46 cattle were divided into six groups and they 
were fed diets of different types of foodstuffs 
varying from sugar-beet pulp and hay and 
straw to sour silage. One group was out at 
grass and another consisted of young calves 
which were being fed on whole milk. The CO, 
content of the blood as well as the pH of the 
urine and blood was estimated in order to 
ascertain if any of the diets tended to produce 
an acidosis. In addition, the calcium, potassium, 
sodium, magnesium, chlorine and phosphorus 
(inorganic) contents of the blood plasma and 
of the erythrocytes were estimated. The 
experiment was, therefore, planned in an 
excellent manner and should have produced 
some very conclusive results. The author does 
suggest that the sour silage tended to produce a 
condition of slight acidosis but since, after 
the feeding experiment was started, only one 
blood examination was carried out and since 
apparently no blood samples were taken before 
the experimental diets were given, it is obvious 
that the experimental data recorded are insuffi- 
cient upon which to base any conclusive results. 

J. 8. 


{A Peculiar Disease of Cattle and Water- 

Buffalo Produced by Eating the Buds, Shoots 

and Leaves of Oak Trees. (Trans. title.) 

ANGELOFF, St. and THomorr, Zw. (1938.) 

Paper to Thirteenth Int. Vet. Cong. ] 

In many districts of Bulgaria a disease of 
cattle and water-buffalo resembling haemor- 
rhagic septicaemia occurs in the spring with a 
mortality rate of 50 to 60 per cent. Affected 
animals show respiratory and digestive dis- 
turbances, subnormal temperature sub- 
cutaneous oedema, particularly in the inguinal 
region. The oedematous areas are sharply 
defined and are neither hot nor painful. Con- 
junctivitis is also present, the pulse is irregular 
and there is often a nasal discharge and 
albuminuria. On _ post-mortem examination, 
petechial haemorrhages are found in the mucous 
membrane of the stomach and small intestine, 
the rectum shows haemorrhagic inflammatory 
changes and there is an accumulation of fluid 
in the abdomen. The spleen and liver are 
normal but the lungs are oedematous and may 
show hepatisation. No pathological organisms 
can be detected. 

It has been possible to reproduce the disease 


by feeding young oak leaves to experimental 
cattle. They are readily eaten and typical 
symptoms result in a few days. The toxic 
principle is probably tannin. There is no satis- 
factory treatment but it should be easy to pre- 
vent access to the oak woods at least during the 
early part of the year. 
J. A. N. 

{The Forage as a Predisposing Factor in 
Infectious Anaemia. (Abstract of English 
summary.) CaRLstrRoM and Hyjarre. (19388.) 
Skand, Vet. tidskr. 28. 9. 517-536.] 

There exist in Sweden two distinct kinds of 
anaemia affecting horses: a virus disease, and a 
nutritional disease known as “ forage anaemia.” 
The former is probably transmitted by biting 
insects, and animals fed on a diet deficient in 
vitamin B are said to be particularly liable to 
contract the disease. “ Forage anaemia” is 
believed to be due to an insufficient amount of 
vitamin B in the hay associated usually with a 
high manganese content of the latter which 
appears to destroy the vitamin by oxidation. 

Experiments suggest that the administration 
of 100 to 150 grm. of dried yeast to the daily 
ration is a useful prophylactic against both 
types of anaemia. 

E. W. 


I Estimate of the Value of. Milk — a 
Hygienic Point of View. (Trans. title.) IL— 
Grazzi, L.; I1.—Benpixen, H. C. (1938.) 
Papers to Thirteenth Int. Vet. Cong.] 


1.—Various factors contribute to render milk 
unhygienic and they exercise their action either 
in the course of production, transportation or 
distribution. Hygienic measures should be 
taken at the time of production, and such 
mneasures concern the personnel, the animals 
and the place of production; it is on the pro- 
duction side that the veterinarian can render 
great service. 

Compulsory control is advocated as the only 
means of obtaining a hygienic milk supply, and 
the practical application of wach control depends 
upon two conditions :— 

(a) The agriculturist must winless no milk 
before being authorised to do so by a competent 
authority. 

(b) The veterinarian must supervise the 
establishment producing the milk, and exercise 
a rigi¢ and systematic control. 

Such measures applied in Italy have ensured 
progress in the production of hygienic milk. 

II.—Bendixen stresses the importance of 
having a single standard milk on the market, 
and that this milk should be pasteurised. Special 
desires regarding raw milk could be met. It 
should be a general requirement that such 
standard milk should come from herds which 
are healthy and, more particularly, free from 
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tuberculosis, brucellosis and local diseases of 
the udder. The herds should be under effective 
veterinary control, and the staffs under medical 
control. Legislative enactments towards this 
end should be introduced. There has of recent 
years been «a continued development in the 
methods by which the bacteriological purity 
of milk can be judged. 

Regular inspection at the producing centre is 
important owing to the information which may 
be passed on to the producers and their staffs. 
Monthly veterinary inspection at the farms 
has been undertaken in Denmark for a number 
of years; this includes clinical examination of 
the milch cows, inspection as to cleanliness, and 
also cooling arrangements. The benefit which 
milk control may obtain from the new results 
derived from investighitions regarding the beta- 
haemolytic streptococci is stressed, as it may 
sometimes here be. possible to prove the 
presence of special human-pathogenic strepto- 
cocci in commercial milk, and it will be possible 
to indicate cows with infected udders. 

d. A. 


| Putrefactive Bacteria, and Their Detrimental 
Effect on the Hygienic State of Milk. (Trans. 
title.) EL-Guertany, M. G. (1938.) Thirteenth 
Int. Vet. Cong. ] 


In Egypt milk is not produced under suitable 
hgyienic conditions, and difficulties always arise 
as to its proper pasteurisation. The measures 
suggested, 2.e., cleanliness of the udder, tying 
the tail to the neck of the animal so as to step 
its movements, using special milking stools, 
special pails, cleanliness of hands and clothes 
of milkers, have all helped to show a great 
diminution in the bacterial count of milk. — It is 
hoped to be able to produce clean milk and 
commercial milk when other instructions are 
carried out. These include the use of a private 
milking shed, sterilisation of utensils, and cool- 
ing of the milk. D. J. A. 

| Milk Hygiene in the United States of America. 

GILTNER, W. Paper to Thirteenth 

Int. Vet. Cong. | 

The milk supply of the United States is on 
the whole abundant and fairly good. In most 
large cities and some States it is very good and 
reasonably safe, but in many rural communi- 
ties it is neither safe nor satisfactory. Owing 
to Government decentralisation milk hygiene 
control is exercised only in communities 
educated to demand it, and about half the milk 
inspectors have had no professional training for 
their work. Of the professionally trained 
personnel the veterinarians are the most 
numerous, and they maintain that they are the 
only trained men capable of functioning in con- 
nection with all details of milk hygiene. To 
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REPORT 


[Cyprus. Report of the Veterinary Service, 

19337. | 

Except for a heavy mortality in sheep and 
goats in the early months of the year, caused 
by worm parasites and shortage of food, the 
health of the animals on the Island continued 
good. Helminths and external parasites of 
sheep and goats have now become the most 
serious disease problem of the Service. Up to a 
few years ago anthrax was the chief problem, 
but thanks to annual vaccination it has been 
almost completely suppressed. Parasitic gastro- 
enteritis has been treated with copper sulphate 
alone or in conjunction with nicotine sulphate 
and presumably with satisfactory results. 
Carbon tetrachloride treatment of liver fluke- 
disease by direct injection of the drug into the 
rumen proved effective. Dipping was extensively 
employed against ticks and lice. There are now 
58 concrete dipping baths in the Colony. The 
expansion of the poultry industry is dependent 
to a large extent on the proper control of exist- 
ing diseases which include fowl pox, fowl 
typhoid, fowl cholera, coccidiosis, tuberculosis 
and spirochaetosis. No serious disease of 
equines or bovines occurred during the year. 

Besides field control of disease, the Service 
carried out the necessary laboratory routine 
work and a limited amount of research. A 
survey of the parasites of the animals of the 
Colony was begun and already a considerable 
list is available. Tmprovement of animals and 
their products, including meat and milk 
inspection, also receives the attention of the 
Service as does the control of animal imports 
and exports. The Service also undertakes a 
certain amount of medical and surgical treat- 
ment of sick animals at animal clinics and the 
care of the police horses. 

The staff comprised the Chief Veterinary 
Officer (Mr. R. J. Roe, M.R.c.v.s., D.v.S.M.), one 
veterinary officer, two senior stock inspectors, 
seven stock inspectors, two laboratory assist- 
ants, an orderly and two clerks. 

W. K. 


ensure a safe and satisfactory supply of milk 
and dairy products, not only should every 
sanitary precaution be applied to the environ- 
ment, but the supply should be limited to 
healthy cattle including neither carriers nor 
animals clinically affeeted with germs of milk- 
borne diseases. “ Pasteurisation is considered 
aun essential safeguard but only when the raw 
article to be subjected to the process has 
been produced under reasonably satisfactory 
conditions.” 


January 28th, 1939. 
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JANUARY 28TH, 1939. 


The Association 
and Professional Welfare 


OBODY who reads the minutes of the 

January meeting of the Council, N.V.M.A., 
published in this issue, can ignore the fact that 
the Association is very active. Not only does 
the report of this meeting recount in brief the 
labours of the various standing committees but 
in addition it is brought home to one that there 
are many committees engaged upon the con- 
sideration of specific problems. These problems 
include such important general matters as con- 
tinued consultation between the “ National” 
and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
upon the working of the Agriculture Act, the 
difficulties associated with veterinary services 
overseas, the organisation of the profession in 
time and emergency and the procedures to be 
adopted to safeguard animals during air raids. 
In addition to these general matters many 
problems of scientific as well as_ practical 
importance are being investigated. Committees 
are in being considering the tuberculin test and 
its application, biological products, poultry 
diseases and, although there was no report at 
this meeting of Council, parasites of animals. 
The Council also considered the very important 
matter of the Report of the Inter-Departmental 
Committee on Veterinary Education. 

It is a good sign that the Association 
and the Ministry continue their mutually 
helpful discussions, particularly as __ it 
cannot be over-emphasised that it is most 
important that the profession strives to the 
full to ensure that the policy envisaged by the 
Agriculture Act shall be a success. On this 
matter there can be no real division within the 
profession, for it is upon the success of these 
schemes for the control of diseases of farm 
animals that the profession will be most 
severely judged by the outside world. The work 
of other committees to some extent impinges 
upon the desire of the “ National” to do all it 
can to help these schemes to fruition. 

Further encouragement for our colleagues 
overseas may be secured, without perhaps being 
too optimistic, from the interim report of the 
Special Committee on Overseas’ Services. 
Veterinarians in the Colonial Service will at 
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any rate realise that the efforts which the 
“National” has been making for some years 
past on their behalf are being vigorously con- 
tinued and that we may hope for definite 
improvements within the near future. 

The meeting of Council was a memorable one 
also from the point of view of the future of the 
profession, for the Council expressed its 
unanimous approval of the major recommenda- 
tions of the Loveday Report. Realising the 
great importance of these recommendations to 
the profession as a whole, and desirous of 
securing as unanimous an opinion as possible, 
the Council further resolved to do all in its 
power to bring about a conference of all bodies 
intimately interested in the recommendations 
of this Report, at first restricting this con- 
ference to professional bodies, but later hoping 
to bring in outside bodies such as the universi- 
ties associated with veterinary teaching. 
Nothing but good is likely to result from these 
meetings and we may hope that the potential 
opportunities which appear to be afforded to 
the profession will indeed be grasped. 

We may note from the report of the Organis- 
ing Committee that the atmosphere between the 
R.S.P.C.A. and the “ National” is improving 
and augurs well for the future. This profession 
and several humanitarian societies are inti- 
mately bound up with the welfare of animais 
and an appreciative understanding of the 
functions of the various societies and collabora- 
tion between them and us where this is beneficial 
to the common aims is something for which the 
“National” may legitimately strive. 

We may conclude this editorial with a word 
of thanks and appreciation to all those members 
of Council and Committees who are so 
generously giving of their time and experience 
in the causes of the profession. While such 
spirit is available and new members are ever 
willing to replace those whose other work 
necessitates their withdrawing to some extent 
from active participation in this important 
work of the Association, we need not be dis- 
couraged about the future welfare of the 
profession. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NUTRITION 


The Council of the British Medical Association 
has decided to call a national conference on 
nutrition in its wider aspects—in relation to 
national, including agricultural, policy. The 
dates provisionally selected for the conference 
are April 27th, 28th and 29th. 

In addition to doctors, the conference will be 
representative of agricultural producers, home 
and oversea, as well as of industry § and 
education. 
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REVIEW 


|“ A Guide to Veterinary Parasitology and 
Entomology for Veterinary Students and 
Practitioners.” By T. SourmweELt, D.Sc., Pu.D., 
and A, KIRSHNER, M.B., Cn.B., D.T.M. Second 
edition. pp. xvi + 176. 128 illustrations and 
12 diagrams. Demy Svo. H. K. Lewis & Co., 
Ltd., London. Price 10s. net. 1938. ] 
To those who have read the first edition, this 


second edition of Southwell and = Kirshner'’s 
Guide will give both gratification and = dis- 


appointment. They will be gratified to find that 
the scope of the book has been enlarged by the 
addition of 31 pages in which the commoner 
insects, ticks and mites parasitising domesti- 
eated animals are mentioned. The morphology, 
life history and pathogenicity of the various 
arthropod parasites included in the additional 
textual matter all exhibit the elementary and 
concise treatment characteristic of the pre- 
ceding part of the book. The text-figures 
illustrating the new section are also original, 
clear, free from excessive detail and give credit 
to those responsible for their production. 

Like the scorpion, a book review sometimes 
has a sting in its tail and readers will be dis- 
appointed to find that the section dealing with 
the protozoan helminth parasites is 
reprinted practically without change. It is true 
that one or two errors are brought to the 
reader’s notice by means of an errata slip and 
three additional sentences are interposed in 
pages 57 and 5S, but some inaccurate and mis- 
leading statements continue to mar the text. 
The hookworms as well as a few other helminth 
parasites, which in the reviewer's estimation 
are important enough to be included in a small 
text-book like this one, still remain conspicuous 
by their absence. To those who prefer a short, 
simple and elementary text this Guide will 
doubtless appeal. 


QUALITY MILK 


“Progress continues’ this’ direction,” 
observes the Home Farmer, “ and the year ended 
on an encouraging note; more than 27,000 pro- 
ducers were receiving bonuses’ under the 
accredited, attested or tuberculin-tested schemes. 

“In the accredited category the North-Western 
region established a long lead with a total of 
8,087; next came the South-Eastern region with 
2.730. Honours were well distributed, for in the 
“ T.T.” category the South Wales region led with 
530, and the Mid-Western region was second 
with 495. 

“ South Wales is also well ahead with attested 
herds, having no fewer than 1,439 out of a total 
for England and Wales of 2,446.” 

* * * 

The number of firms operating the Milk-in- 
Industry scheme has grown 6,747; they 
employ more than 2,000,000 workers and con- 
sume 730,426 gallons of milk a month, 
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QUARTERLY MEETING OF 
COUNCIL 


Important Discussion on Several Reports 


The January meeting of Council, 1939, was 
held on Tuesday, the third of the month, at the 
Connaugit Rooms, Great Queen Street, W.C.2, 
with the President (Mr. Brennan DeVine) 
in the chair. There was a very full attendance of 
members, as follows :— 

Messrs. J. R. Barker and H. Bell, Professor 
Geo. F. Boddle, Messrs. H. W. Stecle-Bodger, 
H. E. Bywater (Hon. Treasurer), D. Campbell, 
T. A. R. Chipperfield, P. Cro:field, H. W. 
Dawes, J. B. Dier and H. Scott Dunn, Dr. J. T. 
Edwards, Mr. J. Fox, Dr. Hedley C. Golledge, 
Mr. L. St. Bel Golledge, Lieut.-Colonel H. 
Greenfield, Mr. O. V. Gunning, Dr. Tom Hare, 
Messrs. J. R. Hewer, H. Kirk and W. W. Lang, 
Dr. J. MeCunn, Messrs. J. W. MeIntosh, W. R. 
McKinna and G. P. Male, Professor Wm. C. 
Miller, Professor W. M. Mitchell, Dr. R. F. 
Montgomerie, Messrs. R. Barons Nelder, 
R. H. H. Over, E. Brayley Reynolds, J. Small 
and A. Spicer, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Messrs. 
H. P. Standley, W. Lyle Stewart, Alex. Thomson 
(Beckenham), S. B. Vine, A. H. Watson and 
T. Wilkinson, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary) and 
Mr. T. L. Wright, together with the Solicitor and 
General Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT, ‘having wished the members 
a Happy and Prosperous New Year, called upon 
the Secretary to read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

The minutes of the October meeting of Council 
having been published in the Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, the SECRETARY 
read a letter from Dr. J. T. Edwards in grat« ful 
acknowledgment of the Council’s expression of 
its appreciation of the historical review contri- 
buted by him in the jubilee issue of the 
Veterinary Record. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


(1) From the following members of Council, 
apologising for their absence from the meeting : 
Messrs. F. Beckett, P. D. Baylis, W. P. Blount, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Professor T. Dalling, 
Messrs. P. F. Dolan, T. A. Dobie, J. J. Dunlop, 
A. Gofton, H. Tudor Hughes, Sir Frederick 
Hobday, Messrs. J. G. McGregor, A. B. Mattin- 
son, S. J. Motton, Alex. Robertson, G. A. 
Sangster, A. Thomson (Glasgow) and Dr. A. W. 
Whitehouse. 


= 
| 
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The PRESIDENT said that he understood that 
Dr. Whitehouse and Sir Frederick Hobday were 
absent on account of illness. Was it the wish of 
the Council that they should send letters to both 
these gentlemen, sympathising with them ? 

Mr. McIntTosH moved that expressions of 
sympathy and of hope for their speedy recovery 
be sent, Mr. Fox seconding the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

(2) From the Hon. Secretary of the Australian 
Veterinary Association, addressed to the Secre- 
tary of the N.V.M.A., as follows :— 


Dear Sir,—On behalf of the President and 
Council of the Australian Veterinary Association 
I have very much pleasure in conveying to the 
President and Council of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association and to you our very sincere 
thanks and appreciation for the generous 
hospitality and many kindnesses extended to Col. 
Max Henry, delegate from the Australian 
Veterinary Association at your General Mceting 
in Glasgow last month. 

Yours faithfully, 
GRAHAME EpGar, Hon. Secretary. 


The Australian Veterinary Association, 
Veterinary Research Station, 
Glenfield. 


October 6th, 1938. 


(3) From the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, dated December 2nd, 1938, intimating 
that their next Annual Congress would be held 
in Searborough from July 3rd to 8th, 1959, and 
inviting the Association to appoint delegates. 

On the motion of Professor MITCHELL, 
seconded by Mr. McInTosH, it was agreed that 
the President or his nominee should attend. 


MEMBERSHIP OF ASSOCIATION 


The SECRETARY reported that the number of 
members of the Association following the 
October meeting of Council was 2,102. 

Obituary.—The following obituary list was 
now read by the SEcRETARY, Council standing 
in tribute to the memory of deceased members : 
Mr. J. Marshall (Horncastle), Mr. D. R. Bal- 
combe-Brown (London), Mr. A. Wooley (Kirrie- 
muir), Mr. W. J. Browning (Ipswich), Mr. V. R. 
Gazi (Egypt), Mr. F. W. Willett (Staines), 
Mr. F. T. Harvey (St. Columb), Mr. R. E. 
Drennan (Aberdeen), Mr. A. Carter (Tamworth) 
and Mr. J. Sommerville (Glasgow). 

To this number (ten) of losses by death, 
continued the Secretary, there had to be added 
the following members who had intimated their 
their wish to resign :—Mr. R. E. Beilby (Hail- 
sham), Mr. W. Caudwell (Bournemouth), Mr. 
W. D. Halfhead (Hailsham), Mr. F. W. Medlock 
(Chelmsford), Mr. R. P. Morgan (Ross-on-Wye), 
Mr. W. S. E. Morton (Tunbridge Wells), Mr. 
G. D. Munro (Cupar-Fife), Mr. E. J. Pullinger 
(South Africa), H. L. Torrance (Nottingham), 
A. Whitelaw-Carter (Chichester), G. H. Williams 
(Chippenham) and A. C, Wilson (Berkhamsted). 
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Mr. STEELE-BODGER and other members 
having expressed the view that this list of 
resignations was an unduly long one, the Council 
were assured by the SECRETARY that in accord- 
ance with invariable practice every eifort had 
been made to induce these gentlemen to recon- 
sider their decision, but without suecess. Certain 
members of Council, however, undertook to use 
their influence with members whom they knew 
personally and the PRESIDENT expressed the 
hope that they would mect with a satisfactory 
response to these efforts. 

Before discussion of the matterclosed,a member 
enquired if there was any provision for retaining 
a member in declining years and whose conse- 
quent diminution of income rendered it difficult 
for him to maintain the payment of his sub- 
scription and consequently his membership of 
the Association. 

On the motion of Mr. STEELE-BopGER, 
seconded by Professor BoppIE, it was resolved 
that the matter of retaining older members be 
referred to the appropriate committee. 

Mr. GUNNING commented that it would appear 
also that several of those members resigning were 
Ministry officials. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he thought the 
m.jority were not. 

The SECRETARY now read the list of members 
whose names had been struck (ff the Register 
of the Association in consequence of their failure 
to pay by December 31st, 1938, the subscription 
due at the beginning of that year. 

The SECRETARY informed the Council that 
each of these members had had numerous 
reminders that his subscription was due: in 
accordance with the articles of association, their 
names had to be struck off. 

Election of New Members.—The following 
persons, to the number of 24, having been duly 
nominated and paid their subscriptions, were 
elected members of the Association on the 
proposition of Mr. Kirk, seconded by Mr. 
WATSON :— 

Mr. J. A. Adams (Omagh), Mr. R. M. Aulton 
(Faversham), Mr. J. Berger (Sydenham), Mr. F. 
Bingham (Leyburn), Mr. W. Clark (Lancaster), 
Mr. F. A. Crowhurst (Maidstone), Mr. W. Gregor 
(Sutton Coldfield), Mr. D. M. Hale (Chippen- 
ham), Mr. R. A. Hammond (Kenya), Mr. J. 
Heard (Nigeria), Miss Mary Hearder (Ilkley), 
Miss Peggy Iszard (Wembley), Mr. T. G. 
Llewellin-Evans (Highgate), Mr. D. Luke 
(Larne), Miss M. Massie (Ross-on-Wye), Mr. 
R. W. Mettam (Nigeria), Mr. F. Mullane 
(Newport), Mr. J. Ralston (Castle-Douglas), 
Mr. J. E. M. Ridge (Harlow), Miss C. M. Scutt 
(Christchurch), Mr. A. C. Shuttleworth (Liver- 
pool), Mr. A. J. Skea (Dingwall), and Mr. W. 
Whiteford (Doncaster). 

The SECRETARY now reported that the 
number of members stood at 2,088, 


—, 
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Reports of Standing Committees 

Organising Committee. 

Mr. T. L. Wricut (Chairman) read and moved 


the reception of the following report :— 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Monday, 
January 2nd, 1939. 

Mr, T. L. Wright was appointed Chairman of 
the Committee for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read, approved, and signed as correct. 

Free Treatment Schemes.—Consideration was 
given to the proposals of the Committee for the 
more uniform arrangement of schemes for pro- 
viding free treatment of sick animals of the poor 
in conjunction with the R.S.P.C.A., as modified 
in the light of their discussicn at a recent meet- 
ing between Professor Mitchell, Mr. H. W. 
Griffiths and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, acting for 
the Committee, and the Chief Secretary, 
R.S.P.C.A. 

These proposals were further modified and 
the same representatives were appointed to lay 
them before the R.S.P.C.A., and also to ascertain 
the views of the Society with regard to the 
Committee’s suggestions for the future organisa- 
tion of this work on the decentralised basis. 

The Committee decided to seek the guidance 
of the Council whether they should or should not 
continue to insist on the services rendered by 
members of the profession at clinics being given 
gratuitously, as it was it understood from repre- 
sentatives who discussed the proposals with the 
R.S.P.C.A. that the Society would not agree to 
this. The Society’s view was that veterinary 
surgeons should be remunerated, so that men 
who could not afford to give their services 
would be able to participate in the work; this 
would also obviate the work being transferred 
to a whole-time’ veterinary surgeon when 
“eto meng had built up a clinic, unless the 
anding over was by mutual consent. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Professor 
Mitchell, Mr. Griffiths and Dr. Wooldridge for 
their services as members of the aforesaid 
deputation. 

The Committee received a reply from the 
R.S.P.C.A. with regard to the question of veterin- 
ary assistance at the Newcastle-on-Tyne clinic. 
It was decided to acquaint the North of England 
Division with the terms of this reply and to 
send a further letter to the R.S.P.C.A. expressin 
the hope that when agreement had been reachec 
on the new proposals for the uniform arrange- 
ment of this work, steps will be taken by the 
Society to bring the Newcastle branch into line. 

It was reported to the Committee that the new 
clinic at Southampton at which certain of the 
local veterinary surgeons are giving their 
seewices, was Officially opened on November 

t 


The Committee received from the Hon. Secre- 
tary an account of negotiations in which the 
officers of the Association had taken part con- 
cerning the provision of veterinary assistance 
at a new Animals’ Hospital at Woolston, 
Southampton, which was to be opened under the 
auspices of the Povey Trust. 


The PRESIDENT, having invited discussion, 
Mr. Kirk said that seeing that apparently the 
whole reason for members of the profession 
refusing to take fees at R.S.P.C.A. clinics was 
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in order that representation might be secured 
on the local committees, it seemed, now such 
representation had been secured in a few cases 
only, that it was a question whether the time 
had not now arrived when they should ask for 
fees from the local committees of the R.S.P.C.A. 
Some members had been allowed to join the 
so-called clinic committees, but he believed these 
to be merely sub-committees of the local or 
governing committees of the R.S.P.C.A. 

Mr. DAWEs observed that it had to be borne 
in mind that once a veterinary surgeon became 
associated with a clinice—and by that he meant 
the clinic only—and accepted payment for his 
service, he became an employee of the 
R.S.P.C.A. The previous speaker had raised the 
question of representation on the local com- 
mittees of the R.S.P.C.A. He thought, so far 
as he could gather, that it would be difficult to 
secure, in those cases where the profession 
already had representation on the local com- 
mittee, a continuation of that local representa- 
tion once they were to accept fees for themselves. 
Those remarks of his did not apply to any 
extraneous work carried out by any veterinary 
surgeon on behalf of the R.S.P.C.A. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE remarked that perhaps one 
or two details in connection with those clinics 
would be of use to the Council. The R.S.P.C.A. 
had provisionally agreed that all veterinary 
surgeons who accepted an invitation to serve 
at clinics in either an honorary or other capacity 
would be members of the clinic committee. The 
clinic committee was at present only in existence 
in a few of their branch areas. The Organising 
Committee, however, were making it a condition 
that a clinic committee should exist in every 
branch area. That committee would comprise 
all those veterinary surgeons participating in the 
work of the clinic and they had also got pro- 
visional agreement that the clinic committee 
should be adequately represented on the branch 
committee. 

A further point needing serious consideration 
was the question of emoluments : the R.S.P.C.A. 
were in favour of payment for veterinary 
surgeons, but the Organising Committee had 
previously regarded it as an essential factor 
in any agreement between the profession and 
the R.S.P.C.A. that veterinary services at clinics 
Since that decision had been 
taken, it had become evident that many veteri- 
nary surgeons were in favour of payment 
though many others were just as strongly 
opposed to payment. The R.S.P.C.A. appeared 
to them to demand that it should retain the 
right to pay if it so wished. Since their meeting 
yesterday, he had been thinking that matter 
over and he had discussed it with Professor 
Mitchell ; he thought both of them, at any rate, 
were of the opinion that in any scheme drawn 
up they should refrain from mentioning anything 
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about fees so that local areas could adopt their 
own method of management. He did not think, 
in short, that they could get agreement within 
the profession on the matter. 

Mr. McKinna observed that in the first place 
the clinics run by the profession in conjunction 
with the R.S.P.C.A. were for necessitous people 
and once they placed themselves in the position 
of receiving payment from the R.S.P.C.A. local 
branches, then, as Mr. Dawes had pointed out, 
they were in their employment. At Wakefield, 
before the present clinic scheme came into force 
they had an R.S.P.C.A. clinic because there was 
no veterinary surgeon resident in the town. 
The veterinary surgeons in the district received 
remuneration for that work of attendance, 
but latterly he complained that people were 
going to that clinic who could afford to pay a 
veterinary surgeon’s fee. The R.S.P.C.A. 
committee pointed out that the veterinary 
surgeon was paid a fee to attend and it was his 
duty to attend those cases. He would urge 
the Council not to lend itself to the policy of 
payment of fees by the R.S.P.C.A. for services at 
clinics. 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD said that before these local 
schemes came into operation the majority of 
practitioners treated the sick animals of poor 
persons free. He thought, from the point of view 
of maintaining their independence, that they 
should not press that question of payment. 

Mr. Scotr DuNN remarked, amidst laughter, 
that he was delighted to see there such a wealthy 
body as they had present that afternoon. He 
would remind the Council, however, that the 
practitioner had to go by car himself to attend 
the clinic, or send his assistant, both of which 
cost money and he, personally, would not agree 
to any scheme whereby the practitioner would 
not get paid for his services. !He thought it 
would be the biggest mistake in the world to give 
their services for two or three hours several 
nights a week for nothing. 

Mr. BRAYLEY REYNOLDS observed that he was 
inclined to favour the view put forward that fees 
should not be accepted because he was under the 
impression that once a clinic became big enough 
to occupy a man whole time that was what 
they proposed to do. It might not be in the 
mind of the R.S.P.C.A., but by paying the 
veterinary surgeon’s fees they would in a short 
time find out that they were obtaining enough 
money to pay a whole-time man. If that position 
should arise, that veterinary surgeon was going 
to be a whole-time servant under the control 
of the R.S.P.C.A., or might it not perhaps happen 
that later he would work for a fixed fee for the 
R.S.P.C.A., who would then allow him to enter 
into competition with local veterinary surgeons. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that it was unfortunate 
that they had not got the details of the scheme 
before the Council. In their report, the Com- 
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mittee had asked for guidance on that one point 
because they were in a difficulty in regard to it— 
whether a fee should or should not be paid. 
Several speakers had covered the point raised by 
Mr. Reynolds and others. The crux of the 
matter was, were they in a position to insist 
on no payment? He thought the position was 
that a fair proportion of their members would not 
refuse it. Could they, therefore, go to the 
R.S.P.C.A. and insist on no payment ? 

Mr. REYNOLDS said that another point that 
came into his mind was, if they encouraged 
veterinary surgeons to accept fees, might there 
not be a tendency for people to take their animals 
to those clinics who should be taking them 
direct to the veterinary surgeon ? 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE replied that they hoped 
their provisions would safeguard that. They had 
agreed that any change-over from participation 
in the work of the clinic by local men to the 
employment of a whole-time man would be 
contingent upon the agreement of all the local 
practitioners being secured. 

Professor MITCHELL said that they were 
trying to safeguard that position by retaining 
a clinic committee which should have repre- 
sentatives of the practitioners in the area con- 
cerned. They were willing to do the work 
gratuitously in Scotland for sick and injured 
animals of poor people. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that one of their points 
was that if a whole-time man was brought in, 
all the local practitioners who had been helping 
should continue in membership of the clinic 
committee. 

Mr. OVER asked, supposing they had arrived 
at the stage when a whole-time man was in 
charge, when other practitioners had withdrawn, 
was there anything to prevent the R.S.P.C.A. 
permitting their whole-time man also to carry on 
private practice ? 

The PRESIDENT replied that as he understood 
it, the position was that if the local veterinary 
surgeon wished he could act upon the clinic 
committee of the R.S.P.C.A. Branch and by 
having the local veterinary surgeon acting on 
that committee the interests of the practitioner 
would be safeguarded in that respect ; further, 
they were safeguarded in that animals belonging 
to owners who could pay professional fees would 
not be treated at the clinies of the R.S.P.C.A. 

Mr. Kirk asked if it was not a fact that any 
agreement that might be made between the 
Association and the headquarters of the 
R.S.P.C.A. would be null and void so far as the 
local branches were concerned, since head- 
quarters had no jurisdiction over their local 
committees. 

The PRESIDENT answered that while the 
headquarters of the R.S.P.C.A. had no legal 
powers over the branches, they usually got 
their way with them by giving them guidance ; 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 
| 
| 
| 
| 


106 No. 4. Vor. 51. 


it was generally found that the wishes of the 
headquarters were carried out locally. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that headquarters 
had the power to withdraw the name 
“ R.S.P.C.A.” from the clinic. 

The PRESIDENT now stated that he felt they 
would all agree that that subject had been well 
ventilated there that afternoon. Did anyone 
wish to put forward a resolution ? 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD moved “‘ That the Organis- 
ing Committee, in its negotiations with the 
R.S.P.C.A., leave the question of any payment 
of fees entirely open.” 

Mr. LYLE STEWART seconded the motion, 
which was carried with one dissentient. 

The report of the Organising Committee was 
then adopted. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


The CHAIRMAN (Dr. W. R. Wooldridge) read 
the report as follows :— 


The Parliamentary Committee met at 36, 
Gordon Square, on Monday, January 2nd, 1939, 
when Dr. W. R. Wooldridge was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been published, were taken as read and 
approved. 

A report was received from the President and 
the General Secretary on a discussion with 
Captain F. A, A. Heilgers, M.p., and Commander 
hk. L, Tufnell, m.p., of the Association’s objections 
to the following part of Clause 3, Riding Estab- 
lishments (Registration and Inspection) Bill:— 


“Providing always that a local authorify 
in authorising a velerinary surgeon to make 
any entry and inspection under this section 
shail have regard to his experience in the 
treatment and management of horses and 
shall not authorise any veterinary surgeon 
to make any such entry and inspection if he 
appears to them to have any pecuniary or 
professional interest in the riding establish- 
ment to be inspected or in any other riding 
establishment in the same locality.” 


It was understood from this report that so far 
as the first part of this proviso wes conoerned, 
the Associaltion’s objections would be met and 
that any modification of the second part sub- 
mitted by the Asseciation would be sympa- 
thetically considered. 

It was left to the President and the Chairman 
to redraft this clause accordingly for submission 
to the promaters of the Bill. 

The Chairman read the reply received by the 
Parliamentary Science Committee from the 
Minister of Agriculture reaffirming the _ bar 
imposed on members of the veterinary staff of 
the Ministry from actually serving on Special 
Committees of the Association, but intimating 
willingness to consider sympathetically requests 
for information or for the attendance of members 
of the staff to give evidence in their official 
capacity. 

t was agreed that after the Special Committees 
affected had considered this reply, the Chairman 
should, in consultation with the President, take 
whatever further action was then deemed 
necessary. 

A letter was received from Mr. E. Marrison 
intimating his inability to serve on the Com- 
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mittee. It was resol\ed to nominate Mr. L, A. 
Auchterlonie to take his place. 


The Chairman moved the reception and adop- 
tion of the report, the motion being seconded 
by Mr. NELDER and carried unanimously. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee. 


The report of this Committee was read as 
follows by the CHAIRMAN (Mr. J. R. BARKER), 
who moved its reception and adoption, the 
motion being seconded by Mr. CHIPPE RFIELD and 
carried unanimously :— 

The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met on Tuesday, January 3rd, al 36, 
Gordon Square, when Captain J. it. Barker was 
reappointed to the Chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

The Committee were pleased to learn that the 
Council had set up a Special Committee to 
consider the tuberculin tests, 

After a full discussion, which disclosed the 
serious view taken by members of all branches 
of the profession present at the meeting regard- 
ing the inadequacy of the potency of the 
tuberculin supplied to members of the profession, 
the following resolution was passed with the 
recommendation that it be referred to the afore- 
said Special Committee :— 

“That this Committee has been greatly 
impressed by the experimental facts on 
several different varieties of tuberculin 
recently published in the Veterinary Record 
and by personal information of members 
of the Committee and wishes to express 
strongly its view that it is exceedingly 
important, in the interests of the veterinavy 
profession, of agriculture and of public 
health, that the Tuberculin Tests Committee 
should lay down as far as possible standard 
conditions for the preparation of tuberculin 
of a specified minimum potency and the 
methods of the application of the test.” 

The Hon. Secretary of the Scottish Branch 
informed the Committee that it was hoped to 
present a report to the next meeting giving the 
views of the Branch on the interpretation being 
placed on the Public Health (Meat) Regulations 
(Scotland) 1932. : 

Consideration was next given to the Loveday 
Report from. the health aspect and after 
discussion, the following resolution was carried 
unanimously :— 

“That this Committee welcomes the 
recommendations of the Loveday Report in 
general, with special reference to those 
designed to improve the training of the 
future public health officer. The Committee 
is of the opinion that the conferring of 
university status on members of the pro- 
fession will operate in favour of greater 
efficiency and more harmonious working 
with officers of other branches of public 
health services.” 


Appointments Committee. 

The report of this Committee was read as 
follows by the CHAIRMAN (Mr. T. A. R. Chipper- 
field) :-— 

A meeting of the Appointments Committee was 


held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday, 
January 3rd, 1939, 


Mr. T. A. KR. Chipperfield was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read, and after an addition thereto, signed as 
correct. 

The Committee were acquainted with the 
terms of a letter which had been addressed to the 
Director of a London greyhound racing track 
with reference to the inadequacy of the salary 
which it was proposed to offer for the post of 
kennels manager for which it was desired to 
secure the services of a veterinary surgeon. The 
terms of the letter were approved and it was 
decided to seek the co-operation of a member 
holding a post with the N.G.R.A, in obtaining 
satisfactory salaries for this and similar appoint- 
ments. 

A letter was read to the Committee which had 
been addressed to the High Commissioner for 
Southern Rhodesia in consequence of receiving 
an advertisement which offered a salary which 
was considered to be inadequate for a veterinary 
officer serving abroad, together with an intima- 
tion that the Association’s views had been passed 
on to the Minister of Agriculture, Southern 
Rhodesia. 

It was felt that no further action could be use- 
fully taken at present. 

Consideration was given to an application from 
a member for the help of the Association in 
securing an improvement in his official status 
and salary. 

It was agreed to suggest to this member that 

he should request his local authority to recognise 
his appointment as a veterinary one, and in the 
event of his being successful, the Association 
would endeavour to obtain for him a _ salary 
commensurate with his improved status. 
_ A member of the Committee having requested 
information concerning the future of veterinary 
practice in Shetland, the Chairman read an 
advertisement relating to a part-time appointment 
which had been published in the Veterinar 
Record by the Zetland County Council. It 
appeared to the Committee that improved condi- 
tions were now likely to prevail. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. M. Duff signify- 
ing that he was unable to serve on the Committee 
and it was therefore decided to nominate Mr. 
T. L. Wright to take his place. 


The CHAIRMAN moved the reception and 
adoption of the report, Dr. WooLDRIDGE 
seconding the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

Two reports of this Committee were before the 
Council. The first, having been cireulated in 
advance, was taken as read and the second, 
copies of which were handed round at the meet- 
ing was now taken page by page. The reports 
were as follows :— 


Meeting on October 25th, 1938. 


The first meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee for the year 1938-39 was 
held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday, 
October 25th, 1938. 

The President (Major Brennan’ DeVine) 
occupied the Chair, and there were also present 
Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger, Mr. A. D. J. Brennan, 
Mr. H. W. Bywater (Hon. Treasurer), Professor 
T. Dalling, Captain O. V. Gunning, R. C. G. 
Hancock, Major Hamilton Kirk, 
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McIntosh, Mr. G. P. Male, Professor W. M. 
Mitchell, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Mr. Arnold 
Spicer, Major H. Sumner, and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary). 

Apologies for absence were received from the 
Immediate Past-President (Captain Donald 
Campbell), Mr. H. W. Dawes and Mr. A. H. 
Watson. 

The minutes of the previous —— a copy 
of which had been sent to each member, were 
taken as read and approved. 

Arising from the minutes:-- 

(i) Consideration was given to the reply 
received from the British Veterinary Association, 
Ltd. In view of their rejection of the Associa- 
tion’s suggestion that they should take steps to 
acquire a name less likely to be confused with 
that of the N.V.MA., it was decided :— 


(a) To ask the British Medical Association 
whether they had any advice to offer, based 
<a similar experience they may have 

ad. 

(b) To insert in selected papers, mainly 
those devoted to agriculture, an advertise- 
ment to the effect that the British Veterinary 
Association has no connection whatever 
with the N.V.M.A., the terms of this adver- 
tisement to be approved by the Association’s 
solicitor. 


(ii) It was understood from the reply received 
that the appropriate Sub-committee of the Agri- 
cultural Research Council were not concerned 
with the selection of the staff of the Poultry 
Research Institute recommended by the Poultr 
Technical Committee, and that if and when such 
an Institute is set up the appointment of the 
— would be the responsibility of its governing 

ody. 

The Committee agreed to take no further action 
at present. 

(iii) The Committee received the reply of the 
War Office to an enquiry addressed to them 
during the recent crisis asking for information 
as to the services which members of the pro- 
fession, including those in the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps (Reserve of Officers), would be 
expected to perform during a time of national 
emergency. 

(iv) A letter was read from the British Medical 
Association, enclosing for information a copy of 
the reply received by them to a strongly worded 
communication which they addressed to the 
Chief Commissioner of Police in December, 1937, 
drawing his attention to certain instances of 
hardship experienced by medical practitioners 
owing to the provisions of the Road Traffic Acts. 

It was understood that the. British Medical 
Association had considered the possibility of 
making further representations, but had decided 
that no useful action could be taken at present. 

The Committee agreed that similarly no further 
action could usefully be taken by the N.V.M.A. 

Donations.—Letters were received from Major 
G. W. Dunkin and the Director of the National 
Institute for Research in Dairying, Reading. 
expressing their warmest appreciation of the 
contributions made by the Association to the 
“ Adrian Jones Statue Fund” and the Institute’s 
Building Fund, respectively. 

Films.—-It was decided to refer to the Pro- 
visional Committee a letter from Bayer Products, 
Ltd., offering to show three veterinary films at 
the Annual Congress of the Association next year. 

Protection of Animals in Air Raids.—Follow- 
ing upon reference of this question to the 
Committee, it was agreed that consideration of 
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measures to be adopted for the protection. of 
animals in air raids could best be undertaken 
by a Special Committee. The following Ccem- 
mittee was, therefore, appointed, subject to the 
members concerned being willing to serve: Mr. 
H. E. Bywater (Hon. Treasurer), Mr. E. | 
Reynolds, Captain F. J. Sheedy, Colonel PR. J. 
Stordy, Lieut.-Col. B. L. Lake, Professor G. Fr. 
Boddie, Professor Geo. H. Wooldridge and Mr. 
Hamilton Kirk, together with one representative 
of the Army Veterinary Department and the 
Ministry of Agriculture if these Government 
Departments agreed to nominate a member at 
the request of the Association, 

The Committee was given power to co-opt, and 
the following suggestion made Ly the Hon. Secre- 
tary and supported by Mr. Steele-Bodger was 
referred to it: — 


“That the N.V.M.A. call a conference to 
discuss the best methods for the protection 
of animals in time of war, and that invita- 
tions to take part be sent to the R.S.P.C.A., 
the P.D.S.A.. and other animal welfare 
societies.” 


Emergency Organisation of the Profession— 
A further Special Committee was appointed to 
draft a scheme for the organisation of the pro- 
fession along suitable lines in a time of national 
need, the following to be invited to serve on this 


Special Committee: Dr. Tom Hare, Mr. W. 
Steele-Bodger, Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh and Dr. A. W. Stableforth. 

The British Medical Association’s Scheme 


for Medical Practitioners, suggestions received 
from Dr. Hare, and the letter from the War 
Office previously referred to, were remitted to 
this Special Committee. 

Official Notepaper.—\t was agreed that the 
usual printers be asked to submit fresh designs 
for letter-heads, incorporating the names of the 
officers of the Association. 

Report of Veterinary Education Committee.— 
With regard to a —_ x made in a letter 
from the Immediate Past-President, Captain D. 
Campbell, that consideration should be given by 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee or 
the Organising Committee to the Report of the 
Veterinary Education Committee, the Chairman 
explained that this matter was already being 
dealt with by the Editorial Committee. 

Staff Salaries.—-Further consideration was 
given to a Resolution from the Editorial Com- 
mittee relative to the salary of the Editorial 
Representative and at the same time the salary 
of the General Secretary was reviewed. 

It was decided:—- 

“ That the salaries of the Editorial Repre- 
sentative and the General Secretary : 
increased by £25 p.a. with effect from 
January Ist, 1939, and by a further £25 from 
January Ist, 1940. 

“That a Sub-committee consisting of Pro- 
fessor Dalling, Major Hancock, Mr. Spicer 
and Dr. Stableforth be appointed to enquire 
into the business organisation of the 
N.V.M.A., its permanent staffing, and the 
division of labour between the General 
Office and the editorial staff, the Sub- 
committee to have power‘ extend the scope 
of its enquiry if it so desires.” 

Gift—The Committee accepted with apprecia- 
tion the gift by Mr. Kirk of a chairman’s 
mallet, in a satin-wood case, for use at meetings 
of the Association, 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


| 


January 28th, 1939. 


Meeting on December 22nd, 1938. 


A meeting of the Finance and _ General 
Purposes Committee was held at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, on Thursday, December 22nd, 
1938, when there were present: The President 
(Major Brennan DeVine) in the Chair, Mr. H. E. 
Bywater, Professor T. Dalling, Major R. C. G. 
Hancock, Mr. Hamilton’ Kirk, Mr. J. a 
McIntosh, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Mr. H. W. 
Steele-Bodger, Mr. Arnold Spicer, and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received 
from Captain D. Campbell, Mr. P. F. Dolan, Pro- 
fessor Mitchell, Major H. Sumner and Mr. A. H. 
Watson. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as rea and 
approved. 

Arising from the minutes: — 

{i) The Committee heard the reply received 
from the British Medical Association with regard 
to the possibility of the N.V.M.A. being confused 
with the British Veterinary Association, Ltd., 
owing to the similarity of the names, and 
approved the notice which had been inserted in 
the agricultural Press as agreed at the previous 
meeting announcing that the N.V.M.A. had no 
connection with either the British Veterinar 
Association, Ltd., or Veterinary Research, Ltd. 
Letters welcoming the appearance of this notice 
which had been received from two readers of 
these agricultural journals were also read to the 
Committee. 

Consideration was given to a communication 
ge on by the Royal Counties Division from a 

rm of solicitors who were acting for a farmer 
who was being sued by a company supplying a 
bovine anti-abortion product for payment of their 
account for goods supplied to him under a 
guarantee of being 100 per cent. effective, but 
which, it was alleged, had given unsatisfactory 
results. It was left to the officers of the Associa- 
tion to deal further with the request made by 
these solicitors for the help of the Association 
in providing expert evidence as to the composi- 
tion of the preparation involved, and they were 
authorised to expend a maximum sum of £10 
should they deem it desirable after further 
enquiry to afford such assistance, 
_ (ii) suggested design for _letter-heads, 
incorporating the names of the officers of the 
Association, was submitted and approved. 

Third International Congress for Microbiology. 
—A letter was considered inviting the Associa- 
tion to appoint a delegate or delegates to attend 
the Third International Congress for Micro- 
paomey to be held in New York in September, 


It was resolved to recommend to the Council 

that this invitation be accepted, that the Asso- 
ciation’s representative be the President or his 
nominee, and that he be allowed ¢30 towards 
his expenses. 
N.V.M.A, Insurance Schemes. -A cheque for 
£33 18s. 11d. was received from Messrs. S. H. 
Cannon & Co., being the amount due for alloca- 
tion to Veterinary nevolent Funds in respect 
of Olicies issued durin 1936 under the 
N.V.M.A. Motor and Personal Accident and Sick- 
ness Insurance Schemes. 

It was decided to allocate two-thirds of this 
amount to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, and one-third to the National Veterinary 
Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society in aid of 
the benevolent side of its work. 

N.V.M.A. Pension and Family Provision 
Scheme. -It was decided to accept the proposals 


of the Legal and General Assurance Society, Ltd., 
received through Mr. Walter Herriot, Insurance 
Broker, which would involve the payment of 
slightly higher premiums in the case of insur- 
ances effected under this scheme after January 
1st, 1940. 

A suggested foreword to a new booklet explain- 
ing this amended scheme was also considered, 
and referred to the President for modification. 

Sale of Drugs to the Farming Community in 
Northern Ireland—A communication was _ re- 
ceived from the North of Ireland Division with 
regard to the sale of a certain drug to the farm- 
ing community in Northern Ireland. It was 
decided to seek further information from the 
North of Ireland Division and to reconsider the 
matter in the light of their reply. 

Annual Congress.—After considering letters 
received from Local Authority Veterinary Officers 
in answer to an enquiry addressed to’ them on 
the point, it was decided to recommend to the 
Council that in future invitations to appoint dele- 
gates to the Association’s Congress be sent only 
to those Local Authorities who employ a whole- 
time Veterinary Officer, and that they be invited 
to send as representatives to the Congress their 
whole-time Veterinary Officer and the Medical 
Officer of Health. 

With regard to the Annual Congresses of 1940 
and 1941, the President and Vice-Presidents were 
appointed a Sub-committee to make enquiries as 
to suitable venues for these meetings, with a 
view to the Committee submitting recommenda- 
tions to the Council in April next. 

Members of the Veterinary Department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture Serving on Committees of 
the N.V.M.A.—The President informed the Com- 
mittee that the question of the refusal of the 
Ministry of Agriculture to allow certain members 
of its veterinary staff to serve on Special Com- 
mittees of the Association had been taken up 
with the Parliamentary Science Committee and 
that, on the Ministry being informed of this, he 
had again interviewed the Chief Veterinary 
Officer on the matter in the presence of Mr. 
Nathan and had subsequently received a com- 
munication from the last named explaining the 
attitude of the Ministry as follows:— 

“In the ordinary way there is no objection 
to members of the Ministry’s Veterinary Staff 
serving as members of Committees of the 
‘National’; objection arises if the delibera- 
tions of those Committees are concerned 
with matters which involve, or may involve, 
the administrative policy or procedure of 
the Department. In such cases the Ministry 
would, as I indicated to you the other day, 
always be prepared to consider sympathetic- 
ally requests for information or for the 
attendance of members of its Staff to give 
evidence in their official capacity.” 

It was agreed to pass this information on to the 
Tuberculin Tests Committee and the proposed 
Advisory Committee on Pig Diseases, the two 
Special Committees at whose request these 
representations had been made. 

atent Medicines.—-Consideration was given to 
a suggestion put forward by a member, in a letter 
to the Editor of the Veterinary Record, that the 
annotation by Professor Wright on “ Patent 
Medicines,” which appeared in a recent issue of 
the Veterinary Record, should be condensed and 
printed in order that practitioners may obtain 
copies for placing in their surgeries or enclosing 
with their accounts. 

The Committee could not see their way to 
support this suggestion. 
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Standing Committees.—-In view of Mr. E. 
Perry’s inability to serve, it was decided to 
recommend the Council to —— his suggestion 
that Mr. J. R. Hewer and Mr. H. S. Robinson be 
invited to take his place on the Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee, and the 
Organising Committee respectively. 

urliamentary Science Committee-—The Com- 
mittee accepted with regret the resignation of 
Major D. S. Rabagliati as one of the Association’s 
representatives on the General Committee of the 
Parliamentary Science Committee. It was decided 
to nominate Mr. H, E. Bywater to take his place. 

Permanent National Committee.--A_ communi- 
cation was received from the retiring British 
National Committee of the Thirteenth Inter- 
national Congress suggesting the formation of a 
Permanent National Committee. The work of 
this Committee would be to deal with certain 
Resolutions which were passed at the recent 
International Veterinary Congress and with any 
other matters of an international nature that may 
arise. The Association was invited to nominate 
the President and four other members to serve 
on the proposed Committee; the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was being asked to pro- 
vide similar representation, and it was proposed 
that the other members of the Committee should 
be the Chief Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, the Director-General, 
Army Veterinary Service, and three others to be 
selected by the nominated representatives. 

was resolved to recommend to_ the 

Council: — 

“That this suggestion be accepted, and 
that the Association’s nominees the 
President, Mr. Steele-Bodger  (President- 
Elect), Professor T. Dalling, Dr. F, C. Minett 
and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge.” 

In making this recommendation it was decided 
to express the view that such a National Com- 
mittee should be re-constituted after each Inter- 
national Congress. 

Velerinary Cod Liver Oil.—A_ report was 
received from Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, as repre- 
sentative of the Association on the Veterinary 
Cod Liver Oil Committee of the British Standards 
Institution, to the effect that following repre- 
sentations by Mr. N. J. Scorgie and himself, the 
Committee had agreed to recommend that the 
unsaponifiable matter of veterinary cod liver oil 
shall not exceed 1:5 yer cent. unless otherwise 
agreed between purchaser and vendor, and in no 
case shall it exceed 1°7 per cent. 

In explanation Dr. Wooldridge added that this 
recommendation would, if adopted by the British 
Standards Institution, lead to an improvement in 
the general character of veterinary cod liver oils. 

Bank Arrangements.—At the suggestion of 
Lloyds Bank Ltd., 296, High Holborn, it was 
decided to recommend the Council to pass a 
Resolution in the following terms:— 

“ Resolved that facilities by way of over- 
draft up to a principal sum of £500 at any 
time outstanding be arranged with the Asso- 
ciation’s Bankers, Lloyds Bank Ltd.. High 
Holborn, and that the Hon. Treasurer be and 
is hereby appointed to make the necessary 
arrangements with the Bank. This Resolu- 
tion does not in any way limit or affect the 
instructions to the Bank contained in 
—— of the Council dated July Ist, 

>. 

Financial Statement Covering September- 
November.—The Hon. Treasurer submitted his 
report on a financial statement covering the 
months of September, October and November 


110 No. 4. Vow. dl. 


which showed that after allowing for monies 
received during the period the General Account 
was overdrawn by £256 18s. 8d., while there 
were liabilities to be met amounting to 
£388 4s. 8d. 

The Hon. Treasurer's report was adopted and 
authority given for payment of the liabilities 
stated. 

Clock—The Treasurer was authorised to 
purchase an electric clock for the General Office. 

Dalrymple-Champneys Prize—It was decided 
that in future the premiums for insuring the 
Dalrymple-Champneys Cup be paid by_ the 
Association, instead of by the recipient of the 
prize, as hitherto. 

Livestock Commission.—A report was received 
from a deputation consisting of the President, 
Colonel Dixon and Dr. Wooldridge, on a meeting 
with representatives of the Livestock Com- 
mission, concerning the Association’s request for 
the co-option of a member of the profession on 
their Slaughterhouse Advisory Committee. 

Report of Veterinary Education Committec.—_-A 
letter was submitted from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture inviting the observations of the Assecia- 
tion on the main recommendations contained in 
the Report of the Veterinary Education 
Committee. 

It was the wish of the meeting that the 
Editorial Committee be asked to prepare a reply 
to the Ministry’s letter for presentation to the 
Council at the meeting on January 3rd. 

Tuberculin Testing—lt was agreed on the 
advice of the Advisory Committee on Biological 
Products to bring to the notice of the Special 
Committee on the Tuberculin Tests a Resolution 
on the subject of testing by persons other than 
veterinary surgeons, recently received from the 
Dumfries and ae Division. 

The President now had to leave and the meet- 
with Mr, Steele-Bodger in the 
‘hair. 

Roaring. Letters were received from Mr. T. 
Eaton Jones and the Royal Lancashire Agri- 
cultural Society drawing attention to statements 
made by a special correspondent of the Observer 
in articles appearing in recent issues of that 
paper, to the effect that roaring and whistling 
and such other wind infirmities could not be 
defined as hereditary unsoundness. The Royal 
Lancashire Agricultural Society asked whether 
the complaints named were, or were not, 
regarded by the Association as cases of 
hereditary unsoundness, 

It was decided that a letter dealing with the 
point be drawn up by the President for publica- 
tion in the Observer and that a copy of this letter 
be sent to the Royal Lancashire Agricultural 
Society and the Ministry of Agriculture for their 
information. It was suggested that this letter 
should point out that roaring was accepted as an 
hereditary unsoundness by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and scheduled as such and that in the 
present state of knowledge there was no reason 
to alter that opinion. 

The Veterinary Surgeon in Films and Litera- 
ture.—A letter was received from the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners expressing disapproval 
of the manner in which veterinary surgeons had 
been portrayed in films and in books, 

The Committee considered sympathetically the 
views put forward by the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners, but felt that it would be impractic- 
able to take action on the lines suggested. 

Veterinary Investigation Officers.—A communi- 
cation was submitted from the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners saying that it would be 
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appreciated if arrangements ~ould be made for 
local practitioners to be notified when lectures 
are to be given in their districts by Veterinary 
Investigation Officers. It was decided to refer 
this suggestion to the Consultative Committee. 

Reduced Membership Subscription.—Mr. Steele- 
Bodger proposed, and it was agreed to reconsider 
at the next meeting, the question whether a joint 
or reduced subscription should be instituted in 
the case of legal partners or father and son 
engaged in the same veterinary practice, and that 
information as to the number of persons likely 
to be affected by this proposal be obtained and 
circulated to the Committee. 

Quarterly Meetings of Council.—It was agreed 
to recommend that the quarterly meetings of 
Council in 1939 be held on the first Tuesday of 
April, July and October. 


Regarding the second paragraph of item (1) 
arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 
December 22nd, Mr. MALE expressed the hope 
that steps were being taken to give the farmer 
assistance and that the National would help 
in every way possible. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the case was 
for hearing on January 19th, and the Association 
had offered the Solicitor taking the case to have 
the material sold to the farmer analysed. They 
had also promised to send someone to court 
to act as an expert witness—the Association 
were willing to spend up to £10 in the farmer’s 
interest. 

Mr. HeEWER having informed the Couneil 
that the farmer in question was a working 
farmer, Mr. MALE said that he himself would 
do anything he could in the way of giving 
evidence. He took it that no members of the 
“National ’’ would give evidence for the firm 
concerned. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE expressed the hope that any 
person who had experience of the products 
in question would inform the office and offer to 
give evidence. 

Mr. DAWES said that if any person was willing 
to give evidence in that case the Association 
might pay his expenses. 

The PRESIDENT replied that, as stated in 
the report, the ‘‘ National ’’ was willing to spend 
up to £10. They were, of course, seeking a means 
of restricting the use of the world “ veterinary.” 

Mr. BARKER proposed and Mr. McInTosu 
seconded the resolution “‘ That the Association’s 
representative to the Third International Con- 
gress for Microbiology be the President or his 
nominee, and that he be allowed £30 towards 
his expenses.””’ The resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

The Council expressed assent to the suggestion 
contained in the report that in future invitation 
to appoint delegates to the Association’s Con- 
gress be sent only to those local authorities who 
employ a whole-time veterinary officer, and that 
they b invited to send as representatives to the 
Congress their whole-time veterinary officer and 
the medical officer of health. : 
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The PRESIDENT pointed out that it was open 
to the Council to suggest to the Sub-Committee 
suitable venues for the 1940 and 1941 Con- 
gresses, either there that day or later in writing. 

Mr. Scott DuNN proposed that the Congress 
be held in Hove and this was seconded by 
Professor MITCHELL. 

Speaking to the suggestion for a Permanent 
National Committee for International Veterinary 
Congresses, Mr. BARKER said that he had now 
attended two International Veterinary Con- 
gresses outside Britain and it seemed to him that 
if they were to represent veterinary science as 
the British nation would like it represented, 
more steps should be taken than were recom- 
mended in that report. It was proposed that the 
1942 Congress be held in Berlin, and he felt 
that they should be more adequately represented 
there than they had previously been. He thought 
there should be a committee of the ‘* National ”’ 
with its own economy and that that committee 
should further the presentation of British 
veterinary science in a better light than at the 
last two Congresses. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that the question arose 
at a recent meeting of the Permanent National 
Committee at which there seemed to be a 
tendency for those who had previously been 
members to re-elect themselves in perpetuity. 
As a result he had put forward suggestions 
which were readily adopted and framed in that 
resolution. The Committee was to be recon- 
stituted now and to come up for re-election 
every three years. At the present stage, it was 
better for them to be equally represented with 
the R.C.V.S.—in order to represent the profes- 
sion as a whole. He thought Mr. Barker’s 
suggestion would be useful nearer the time of the 
Congress. 

Mr. BARKER assured the Council that he 
would not cease to bring the matter forward. 
He did feel that even in co-operation with the 
R.C.V.S., the National” should still run 
its own side at the Congress, both socially and 
on the science side. 

In reply to Dr. HARE, Mr. BARKER said that 
the money question did not really enter into the 
matter. Some of them had been subsidised in 
the past, but they had never been presented 
as one unit. In fact, at New York, there was no 
British veterinary surgeon on the platform, 
and British veterinary science was represented 
by Dr. du Toit. He was not happy about the 
organisation and he thought the “ National” 
should make its own arrangements if they could 
not do them in co-operation with the R.C.V.S. 

Professor MITCHELL stated that he agreed 
with what Mr. Barker had said. It was obvious 
to him, who had attended the last two Congresses, 
that the R.C.V.S. and the N.V.M.A. were not 
pulling together—the ‘‘ National” were paying 
and collecting the money and the R.C.V.S. were 
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calling the tune. Personally he thought it 
would be better for the N.V.M.A. to get a closer 
link with the International Committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that at Zurich the British 
representatives did feel themselves to be merely 
units of an improperly organised representation. 
The profession was not emerging with all the 
credit that it should, and he was quite sure that 
some steps were necessary to ensure a more 
satisfactory appearance. 

Mr. MALE expressed the view that it would 
be a pity if the two bodies representing British 
veterinary science were antagonostic in this 
matter. 

Dr. MONTGOMERIE said that it seemed to him 
that there must be a Permanent National 
Committee in each country. There were to be 
15 members of that Committee, five of these to 
be representatives of the N.V.M.A., five of the 
R.C.V.S., two specified individuals and three 
more to be nominated. To avoid any sort of 
rift at all, he suggested that they took it that the 
reconstituted Committee was going to do what 
they wished. Let them leave it at that for the 
moment. 

Council agreed to Dr. Montgomerie’s sugges- 
tion. 

The recommendation in the report for certain 
bank arrangements was accepted, the resolution 
being proposed by Dr. WooLpRmpGE and 
seconded by Mr. WATSON. 

Hon. Treasurer's Statement.—The Hon. 
TREASURER reported that the financial statement 
up to the end of November showed an adverse 
balance of £300. If they had paid all their liabi- 
lities they would have been more than £500 
overdrawn, but certain cheques had been held 
back. In the near future, however, they would 
be receiving the membership subscriptions for 
1939 and would then have a balance in the bank. 
The previous year had been an exceptional one 
as regarded expenditure ; they had only recently 
taken over 36, Gordon Square, and they had had 
a great many special committees and deputa- 
tions. They did not anticipate that this 
expenditure would be repeated but he would 
point out that there was not a-lot of money to 
spare. They had invested about £13,000, but 
they should not live on their capital. Until they 
moved to 36, Gordon Square, they were making a 
profit each year; last year there was a loss. 
In future, he anticipated that they would just 
about hold their own—for the next few years at 
any rate. 

Colonel GREENFIELD asked to be allowed to 
raise the question of expenditure as shown in 
the figures before them. He would like to ask 
whether the Council considered that they 
were wholly wise in making a grant of £50 to the 
National Institute for Research in Dairying. 
Some institutions were doing work verging on 
their profession, and he understood that there 
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was no whole-time veterinary surgeon on the 
staff of the N.ILR.D. 

Mr. REYNOLDS pointed out that the item 
had already been passed. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE stated that he was 
given to understand that there was a whole- 
time veterinary surgeon on the staff at the 
National Institute for Research in Dairying, 
together with several part-time veterinary 
surgeons. 

The PRESIDENT now drew the attention of 
Council to the item in the report concerning the 
Report of the Veterinary Education Committee. 
The Finance Committee had asked the Editorial 
Committee to consider the reply to be sent to the 
Ministry of Agriculture. The latter Committee 
had drawn up a resolution (read by the 
SECRETARY) but he would ask them to delay 
consideration of that until they came to the 
report of the Editorial Committee. 

Continuing, the PRESIDENT said that he was 
opposed to the practice of replying to people 
in the public Press and he was therefore not in 
agreement that he should write a reply to the 
special correspondent in the Observer who had 
expressed the view that roaring and whistling 
were not hereditary diseases. If he did so it was 
possible that some other veterinary surgeon 
might reply taking the opposite point of view 
and the unfortunate situation would arise in 
which a veterinary controversy went on in the 
lay Press. 

Mr. McInrosu expressed the view that the 
statement by a responsible member of the 
profession that roaring and whistling were not 
hereditary diseases was very disturbing and 
misleading. He thought such suggestions should 
be refuted in some way by the profession. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that the statement 
was made by a special correspondent to the 
Observer and not by a member of the profession. 

Professor MITCHELL said that he quite agreed 
with the President’s view that he should not 
publish anything in the lay Press, but he was in 
agreement with the suggestion made in the 
report that, if any letter were sent, it should be 
pointed out that roaring was accepted as an 
hereditary unsoundness by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and scheduled as such and that in 
the present state of knowledge there was no reason 
to alter that opinion. 

After further discussion, it was agreed that 
the racing correspondent to the Sunday Times 
expressed the contrary view to that of the 
Observer racing expert in this connection, and 
that it was a case of the two opinions cancelling 
out so far as the views which had _ been 
expressed in the lay Press were concerned. It 
was then agreed that a reply be sent to Mr. 
Eaton Jones and the Royal Lancashire Agri- 
cultural Society in the terms recommended by 
the committee, that a copy be sent to the 
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Ministry of Agriculture, and that no letter to be 
inserted in the lay Press. 

Mr. Kirk enquired if the paragraph in the 
report relative to the veterinary surgeon in 
tilms and literature could be referred back to the 
Committee for further consideration. In view 
of further information which had come to his 
knowledge since the Committee dealt with 
this matter, he thought it should be reeon- 
sidered. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE expressed the view 
that it was a matter which was not worth 
reconsidering ; all professions were parodied, 
particularly the law and the Church, and he 
thought they ought to regard it only as a joke. 

The Council concurred in this view. 

Professor MITCHELL, speaking in reference 
to the recommendation that the quarterly 
meetings of Council in 1939 be held on 
the first Tuesday in April, July and October, 
asked if it would not be an advantage to those 
living at a considerable distance from London 
if the meetings were held during the same week 
as those of the Royal College. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said he did not think 
that experience in the past, when they were so 
held, had proved that the attendance had 
benefited thereby. He was willing to agree that 
it might be an advantage to the Scottish members 
but not in regard to those resident in this 
country. 

Professor MITCHELL proposed “That the 
meetings of Council of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association be held in the same week as 
those of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL seconded the motion. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE stated that the Committee 
had fixed the dates of the “‘ National ’’ Council 
meetings independently of those of the R.C.V.S. 
rather in the hope that it would facilitate the 
attendance of the Scottish members as some of 
these had said that they had difficulty in 
attending the Council meetings of both bodies 
as they could not afford the whole week away 
from Scotland. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the whole 
question which had exercised the officers and 
the members of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee was to fix dates which 
should be most suitable for the greatest number. 
The reason was put forward that if they were 
meeting in the same week as the Council of the 
Royal College, which meetings were held on 
Wednesday and Thursday, then a member of 
both Councils could not conveniently come 
that week to the meetings of the Council, 
N.V.M.A., because he would be spending so 
much time at the R.C.V.S. meetings. That was 
why the dates were decided on. 

Professor MITCHELL then, with the permission 
of his seconder, withdrew his motion, 
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Editorial Committee. 


Mr. STEELE-BoDGER (Chairman) read the 
report of this Committee as follows, and moved 
its reception and adoption, Mr. Kirk seconding 
the motion :— 


Regular fortnightly and special additional 
meetings have been held by your Editorial Com- 
mittee during the past quarter, exceptionally full 
attendances being recorded on each occasion. At 
the meeting held on October 24th, Mr. H. W. 
Steele-Bodger was appointed Chairman of the 
Committee for the ensuing year, and Mr. W. A. 
Pool and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge (the retiring 
Chairman), Vice-Chairmen. Dr. Wooldridge was 
warmly thanked for the admirable way in which 
he had fulfilled his onerous duties as Chairman 
during the past two years. 

Pre-eminent among the matters which have 
engaged the attention of your Committee during 
the period under review has been the Report of 
the Inter-Departmental Committee on Veterinary 
Education issued towards the end of September. 
As the Council were reminded in our report to 
the October meeting, the summary of that Com- 
mittee’s conclusions and recommendations was 
published in the Velerinary Record on October 
Ist, since when your Editorial Committee has 
proceeded to implement the terms of its resolu- 
tion—accepted by Council in their adoption of 
its report—regarding your Committee’s intention 
to prepare and = an independent review 
of the Loveday Report, nie the medium of 
leading articles to be carefully considered by 
your Committee before publication. It should be 
stressed that your Committee did not proceed to 
act on the Council’s authority in this matter 
without paying the fullest regard to _ the 
injunction contained in the leading article 
announcing the issue of the Report, that analysis 
and appraisement should await the meticulous 
examination of the contents of that document. 

Your Committee had barely entered upon its 
task when it was informed of the desire of the 
R.C.V.S. Council that publication of further 
editorial comments on the Report should be 
a until it had been discussed by that 

ouncil and by the Council of the N.V.M.A. Ata 
fully attended meeting, which included the 
President and other officers of the Association, 
your Committee felt it its duty carefully to 
examine the position. After full discussion, a 
motion “ That the series of editorials on the 
Report of the Veterinary Education Committee 
be discontinued until such time as the opinion 
of the Council of the ‘ National ’ upon the Report 
has been expressed ” was rejected, with but the 
mover and seconder in favour. It was felt that 
your Editorial Committee, having secured from 
its own Council a mandate to publish, would be 
failing in its duty if it held up for months the 
review of a Report of such profound importance. 
If it was ultimately found that your Committee 
in publication was going against the opinions of 
the Association, then it was open to members of 
the Association to demand that a special meeting 
of Council be called to reconsider the position. 
The correspondence columns also are open to 
members, who were invited to ventilate their 
views. 

Your Committee, therefore, proceeded with its 
task. Every leading article, setting out in relief 
the major issues raised in the Report, and dealing 
with the recommendations in ordered sequence 
has been, over many hours, subjected to minute 
examination in order that the result may be the 
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product of the exercise of a spirit of detachment 
and cool judgment, and, as such, of some value 
to the readers of the Association’s journal as a 
guide to the appraisement of the effects of the 
provisions of the Loveday Report, should they be 
put into operation. The aim of your Committee 
has been to give an impartial consideration of 
the terms of the Report and the encouragement 
of the widest expression of views in the corres- 
pondence columns of the Veterinary Record. 

The foregoing major subject has furnished 
material for the leader columns of every issue. 
The other sections of the journal have been 
accorded due_ attention and _ contributions 
emanating from the Advisory Committees of the 
Association on various aspects of animal disease 
have been valuable features of the material pub- 
lished during the quarter, 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairmen have been 
appointed to represent your Editorial Committee 
on the joint committee for the selection of papers, 
etc., in connection with the 1939 Congress of the 
Association. 

Your Committee has been glad to have the help 
of the new President (Mr. DeVine) at so many of 
its meetings and to welcome Mr. T. A. R. Chipper- 
field and Dr. R. F. Montgomerie in membership. 


The PRESIDENT, having invited discussion, 
Mr. BARKER asked if at that point he wished to 
take the resolution in the report of the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee which had been 
deferred. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he thought the 
report and the resolution might be taken 
together. 

Dr. WooLDRIDGE begged to suggest a slightly 
different procedure. He thought that probably 
the Council would be prepared to receive the 
report of the Committee without discussion and 
that the resolution regarding the Loveday 
Report should be taken as a separate item. 

It having been agreed that the report and the 
resolution should be taken separately, Professor 
BoppIr, speaking to the former, said that 
some of them had had considerable qualms about 
the editorials concerning the Loveday Report 
which had been published in the Association’s 
journal. It had been freely said that the leading 
articles in the Veterinary Record represented the 
opinion of the Association. The point was as to 
whether these articles should have been published 
as editorials but rather as annotations. It 
appeared to him important that if that pro- 
cedure was to be adopted in the future the 
Committee should not be allowed to publish 
such articles apparently as expressions of 
opinion of the Council. What he was saying 
was in no sense a criticism of the Editorial 
Committee, but its object was to enable arrange- 
ments to be made whereby the Committee could 
properly make those comments on matters of 
importance. It seemed to him it would be much 
better if comments of that kind were published, 
not as editorials but as annotations. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER observed that the Com- 
mittee, in publishing those comments on the 
Report, were merely following the procedure 
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followed by it in the past ; in connection with all 
reports that had been issued prior to the Loveday 
Report, the Committee had acted in this way. 

Professor BODDIE replied that it was a question 
whether this procedure should continue. Should 
it not be a ruling to the Editorial Committee 
that in vital matters of policy comments of that 
kind be published as annotations and not as 
editorials ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that he would like to 
support what Professor Boddie had said in that 
matter, and to begin with, he wanted to say 
that in general terms he entirely approved of the 
recommendations of the Report, and in general 
terms he approved of the views which had been 
expressed in the editorial articles which were 
published in the Veterinary Record. 

In so far as the responsibility of the Council 
was concerned with the opinions expressed 
through the journal, it must be recognised that 
the Editorial Committee had a duty to make 
week-to-week comment on matters of interest 
to the profession, but on matters of paramount 
importance to the profession such as the Loveday 
Report, he did think that the Council itself 
should give authority for views expressed 
editorially in its journal. If the matter was 
ore of considerable urgency, it should be quite 
a simple matter to have a special meeting of 
Council called. If the urgency was too great to 
allow that, then he thought the matter lay with 
the President in consultation with the officers 
of the Association, to declare the policy of the 
Association. In this particular case, he did not 
think the urgency was so great, and, bearing in 
mind what Professor Boddie had said, he 
thought the publication of these editorials was, 
if not establishing a precedent, at any rate, 
fortifying a precedent, affecting the authority 
of the Council which should be guarded with 
ealous care. 

Mr. McINTOSH, supporting the views put 
forward by Professor Boddie and Mr. Campbell, 
observed that he thought it was very desirable 
that the Editorial Committee should hesitate 
before they took it upon themselves to express 
opinions on matters which were of vital import- 
ance to the profession as a whole, and until 
it made sure that it had behind it the whole 
weight of opinion of the Council. 

The PRESIDENT said that he would like to 
point out that the Editorial Committee were 
guided by an instruction of Council to publish 
opinions on the Loveday Committee’s Report, 
and the time to object to allowing a question of 
policy of the Association to be handled by the 
Editorial Committee was at the time when the 
question of giving such a mandate to the 
Editorial Committee was under discussion by the 
Council. 

Mr. McIntTosH said that he was at the last 
meeting of Council: was there a mandate to 
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that effect ? He was not aware that there was 
such a mandate. 


Dr. WOOLDRIDGE stressed the point that not 
only had there been a mandate from the Council 
to publish, but the actions of the Committee, 
in reviewing the Loveday Report as they had 
done, were following what had been their 
invariable practice during his tenure as a member 
of the Committee, now extending over ten years. 
In this instance the Committee, first of all, did 
get the general approval of the Council at its 
last meeting, and, secondly, the President of the 
Association was specially asked for his ruling 
on the matter, a practice which had been 
followed at times of difficulty under the 
Presidencies of Mr. Barker, Mr. Simpson and 
Mr. Campbell. The Editorial Committee, 
on these previous occasions when they had 
matters of importance before them, sought the 
ruling of the President, and the present Com- 
mittee this time had done nothing more than 
follow the usual practice which had been fully 
approved on earlier occasions. 


Mr. CAMPBELL expressed agreement from his 
experience : so far as he was concerned, it was a 
matter of urgency at the time and he had no 
doubt it was the case with the other Presidents 
mentioned. Like Mr. MeIntosh, however, he 
did not recollect the specific authority being 
given in this instance by the Council. He thought 
the scope and authority of the editorials had 
surprised many members of the Association. 


Dr. MONTGOMERIE asked to be allowed to 
point out that Professor Boddie’s original 
remarks were not directed against the time of 
appearance of those comments, but against their 
appearance as editorials. He did not join the 
Editorial Committee until they were half-way 
through their task of publishing them and, quite 
frankly, when he joined the Committee, he 
intended to raise the point of publication without 
full authority from the Council. Before he sat 
on the Committee, however, he had a long chat 
with a member of it, who put the point so fairly 
and so forcefully to him that those comments 
should not be published as annotations but as 
editorials that he was perfectly happy to sit on 
the Committee and aecept the later articles as 
editorials. 

Dr. STABLEFORTH stated that it was pointed 
out to the Council that it was intended to publish 
a series of editorials on the Loveday Report. 


Mr. MALE observed that the matter was raised 
at the last meeting and he himself suggested that 
these comments, if printed, should be in the form 
of annotations and not as editorial articles, 
representing the considered opinion of the 
“ National.’”’ They were all, of course, most 
instructive and they had served a most useful 
purpose in stimulating interest in the profession. 

The PRESIDENT read the relative extract of 


the report of the Editorial Committee to the 
October meeting of the Council, as follows :— 

“The issue of the Veterinary Record of 
October ist contained an editorial announcing 
the publication of the Report of the Committee 
on Veterinary Education, together with the 
summary of the Committee’s conclusions and 
recommendations. It has been agreed that this 
Report, so important to the profession, calls 
for a series of leading articles and, in this con- 
nection, the following minute was passed at a 
meeting held on August 2nd: ‘ That the Editorial 
Committee has already taken action with a view 
to the preparation of an independent review of 
this Report which shali be carefully considered 
before publication so as to be entirely in support 
of the aims and objects of the N.V.M.A.’” 


That report, proceeded the President, was 
adopted and passed, but, inviting discussion, 
he had suggested that that was the time when 
it should be decided whether the Editorial 
Committee had that authority or not. 

Mr. BARKER said that that appeared to him 
to be a very wide interpretation of that mandate 
—that the authority of the Council should 
extend over all those details. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE stated that he was Chairman 
of the Editorial Committee at that time, and in 
drawing up that report to the October meeting 
of the Council the paragraphs read by the 
President were inserted specifically and the 
intention to write a series of editorials was made 
clear to ensure that the Committee were not 
going beyond the wishes of Council. The 
Council agreed to the preparation and publica- 
tion of those editorials. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE commented that that 
was a report of work done and he thought they 
had no option but to accept it and the fact that 
the Editorial Committee acted upon instructions. 
Whether the degree to which they acted upon 
those instructions was right or wrong was a 
matter into which they could not enter at the 
moment. He was in agreement that in the 
circumstances and with a report of that 
importance it was very unfortunate that a 
special committee was not formed to consider it 
first, so that the Editorial Committee could have 
its report before those editorials were written. 

Reference was made in the repert of the 
Committee to a certain resolution which was lost, 
only the proposer and seconder voting in its 
favour. That resolution was as follows: “‘ That 
the series of editorials on the Report of the 
Veterinary Education Committee be discon- 
tinued until such time as the opinion of the 
Council of the ‘National’ upon the Report 
has been expressed.’’ As he had proposed that 
resolution, he felt that he ought to accept the 
responsibility here and now. At each Editorial 
Committee meeting when he had been present 
and those editorials had been put forward, and 
without any reference to their substance— 
whether agreeing with them or not—he had 
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formally opposed their appearance on the 
ground of policy. 

Professor MILLER said that the Editorials 
had already been published and as far as he 
could see there seemed to be no great disagree- 
ment with the sentiments expressed. (A 
MEMBER: “ They have not yet been discussed ”’.) 
The President himself had given a _ ruling 
that the time to raise the question as to whether 
they should have been published was when it 
came up earlier. 

With regard to the other point raised by 
Professor Boddie, he thought that the members 
of Council should realise that the Editorial 
Committee, who were presumably a responsible 
body of people, had acted upon a mandate from 
Council and carried out what had been at times a 
very difficult and onerous task. That Committee 
was given authority to decide what should 


be published as editorials and what as 
annotations. The view that the articles 
on the Loveday Report should appear as 


annotations was considered and finally decided 
against. Any suggestion such as that which 
had been made would seriously tie the hands 
of the Editorial Committee, and handicap 
them in their important work of producing the 
Veterinary Record. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that they did not suggest 
that the Editorial Committee had not given the 
matter most careful consideration. That was the 
last thing in his mind, as he was sure it was the 
last in Professor Boddie’s. He quite agreed 
that most matters must be left to the discretion 
of the Editorial Committee, but in certain 
major matters, such as the one under discussion, 
he suggested that the authority of the Council 
should be obtained. 

Professor BODDIE stated that he was most 
firmly convinced that the Editorial Committee 
were inspired by one desire only, and that was 
to do their very best for the profession. He had 
no desire to criticise their action, but he was 
trying to look ahead and see whether there was 
not a risk that the Council some day might 
disagree with something published editorially 
and would then have no alternative but to 
publish a denunciation. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER remarked that he had 
little to add, but he was sure that the Editorial 
Committee were gratified at the tributes which 
had been paid. He would like to emphasise 
the eare which was put into those editorials. 
It was not merely a question of approval. 
Each one had first been drawn up by a Sub- 
Committee and then had been considered by the 
full Committee, who went through them line by 
line and even word by word. The Committee 
had been meeting at 4 p.m. and had often sat 
until 8 p.m. The average attendance had been 
13, which he thought the Council would agree 
was a very high average, considering that the 
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full Committee consisted of 18 members and 
that the attendance at the last meeting, held 
just before Christmas. was reduced consider- 
ably. On the Committee there were five research 
workers, two representatives of local authori- 
ties, four teachers, six general practitioners. 
and one veterinary investigation officer, so that 
they could be regarded as representing all 
shades of opinion within the profession. 
Although as Professor Wooldridge had stated, 
he, Professor Wooldridge, had on principle voted 
against the Editorials at the commencement of 
each meeting, he thought it was only fair that 
the Council should know that he, Professor 
Wooldridge, had been of great assistance to the 
Committee in preparing the final draft of each 
tditorial. The Editorial Committee had to 
make the Record topical or else they received 
complaints that they were a month or so behind 
the lay or agricultural Press. They did hope that 
this time at least they were topical. 


Mr. DAWES commented that the Chairman 
of the Editorial Committee had said the 
Veterinary Record must be topical. At times, 
however, it was even anticipatory. He believed 
that the Councii was of opinion that the very 
greatest care should be exercised, in regard to 
Divisional reports, so that nothing should be 
published until it was officially submitted for 
insertion. Unfortunately, an anticipatory report 
was recently published accidentally concerning 
a resolution passed at a meeting of the Midland 
Counties Division. An apology was put in after- 
wards and had been accepted, but he did feel 
that the policy should be more carefully laid 
down that no communication on reports of 
Divisions should be published until such a 
communication was received from the Hon. 
Secretary. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE having proposed that 
the report be received and adopted, this pro- 
position was carried without dissent. 

The SECRETARY now read the resolution 
proposed by the Editorial Committee for the 
guidance of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee as the suggested reply to the com- 
munication received from the Ministry of 
Agriculture seeking the views of the Association 
in reference to the Loveday Report. The resolu- 
tion was as follows :— 


“That this Council, having carefully 
studied the Loveday Report, expresses its 
general approval of the major recommenda- 
tions therein contained. The Council wishes 
to give further consideration to points of 
detail arising out of the Report, in conjunc- 
tion with the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and the Veterinary Schools, in an 
endeavour to present a united professional 
view and by so doing to safeguard this great 
opportunity which is offered to the pro- 


fession for its further advancement and 
increased usefulness to the public. 

“The Council hopes that at a later stage 
it may be possible to call a meeting of all 
bodies interested in or affected by the 
Report.” 


The Presipent said that the Council would 
remember that he asked them to defer, to that 
stage, consideration of that resolution, read 
ufter the report of the Finance Committee had 
heen presented, because he thought it was an 
item that should be considered separately from 
that report. If anyone would propose and 
second that resolution, he could put it to the 
meeting. 

The resolution was proposed by Mr. STEELE- 
BoDGER and seconded by Mr. BRAYLEY 
REYNOLDS, and was carried unanimously with- 
out further discussion. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the resolution 
appeared to be carried unanimously. Continuing, 
he said that in connection with the Loveday 
Report, there were two other letters which he 
would ask the Secretary to read. 

The SECRETARY said the first was a resolution 
from the West of Scotland Division. This 
resolution was as follows :— 

“ That the West of Scotland Division asks 
the Council of the N.V.M.A. to set up a 
special committee, to discuss and analyse 
the Loveday Report, and report back to 
Council. 

“That this Division deprecates the action 
taken by the Editorial Committee in having 
commented at such length in the Veterinary 
Record, on the findings of the Loveday 
Committee, before the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. discussed the matter. 

“That the findings of the Loveday Com- 
mittee are of such a character that very 
careful thought and analysis is required by 
the responsible bodies in the profession, 
before they are likely to be in a position to 
make fair comment.” 


Mr. CAMPBELL said that he had intended 
raising that matter under “ Any other business.” 
He was not asked specifically to speak to that 
resolution and in any case he understood that 
it might have been received too late for dis- 
cussion that day, but he should have considered 
it his duty to his Division, if the resolution came 
up, to speak to it. Neither had he any authority 
to withdraw the resolution, but he would like 
to say this, that in view of the resolution which 
had just been passed, the draft letter to the 
Ministry of Agriculture which, to his mind, 
was eminently satisfactory, he felt that he would 
do no good by speaking further on that resolution 
on that day. The Council would understand that 
he was not specifically withdrawing it, because 
he had no authority to do so, but he was very 
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heartily in agreement with the letter to the 
Ministry and, therefore, as an individual, 
he did not propose to carry the matter any 
further. 

The second letter to which the President 
made reference was now read by the SECRETARY 
as follows :-— 

Dear Mr. President,-I greatly regret that | 
shall be absent from the meeting on January 
3rd, as I should have wished to propose a resolu- 
tion, somewhat in the following terms:— 

(a) That the Association, through the columns 
of the Veterinary Record, invites correspondence 
from members, on the subject of the Loveday 
Report. 

b) That the editorial articles on this Report 
and copies of correspondence thereon, Press 
reports, the views of the schools, and other 
material relevant, be republished for sale at such 
future date as may be decided upon. 

In — opinion, this Report is the most import- 

ant subject which has ever come before the 
rofession since the Charter of 1844, and I 
elieve that the Association, and the Record, can 
play a most important part in expressing the 
views of the profession, and enabling it to take 
such action as will ensure a much superior and 
thorough type of education and training for 
future students, and also greatly elevate the 
status of the profession. 

The Report will shortly be discussed in open 
Council by the R.C.V.S., and by the governing 
bodies of the teaching schools, and I think that a 
booklet consisting of your editorial review, 
correspondence, and the views of the schools, 
would form a volume of the greatest value, and 


historical interest. 
Yours faithfully, 
A. B. MATTINSON. 


Friars House, 
Bamber Bridge, 
Preston. 


December 30th, 1938. 


The PRESIDENT observed that he thought 
that it was right that the Council should get 
that information, because it was suggested 
in the letter that a booklet be formed of 
all the articles and correspondence in connection 
with the Loveday Report, for the information 
of anyone interested, but before getting out the 
booklet, he would like the authority of the 
Council beeause of the expense. 

Professor MITCHELL said that in view of the 
fact that history was being made, he did not 
think this was the time to publish such a booklet : 
there might come such a time. 

Dr. HARE said that following upon Professor 
Mitchell’s remarks, with which he agreed, 
and in view of the resolution which Council 
had passed unanimously, he would like to know 
the method by which the resolution would be 
implemented in order to ensure their con- 
ferring with the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, with whom one hoped 
there would be representatives of the veterinary 
schools. Might he ask if it would be considered 
appropriate to appoint a special committee 
from that Council, or would it be preferable for 


the General Purposes Committee to be charged 
with carrying out that resolution ? 

The PRESIDENT expressed the view that it 
would be more democratic to appoint a special 
committee. They would also avoid the risk 
of appointing the same men as the Council, 
R.C.V.S. 

Dr. HARE then enquired if it would be proper 
to move that they appoint a special committee 
of six to confer with the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he took it that 
the resolution would now be sent to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and then a date 
would be fixed for such a meeting, and that 
then the Council should appoint representatives 
to go to that meeting. The Couneil of the 
R.C.V.S. might not agree to that. 

Dr. HARE said that he had it at the back of his 
mind that the Council of the Royal College 
might consent to send a similar number of 
representatives and that the round-table con- 
ference thus formed would work for an agreed 
report, which could then be taken to be almost 
the unanimous opinion of their profession. 
Could they not aim at that, and set up the 
machinery to do it? Let them make it clear 
that the conference was to study the Loveday 
Report and to present an agreed report back to 
their respective Councils. 

Mr. MALE enquired if the first step should not 
be to consider the Report. There were so many 
details, and as far as he was aware, that Council, 
as a Council, had not discussed it at all. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE asked to be allowed 
to point out that the first portion of the resolu- 
tion stated that that body wished to go further 
into details and later to proceed to conference. 
If that was so then they, the Council as a whole, 
or a sub-committee (which he thought was 
much to be preferred) should investigate these 
details before such a conference was called. He 
thought that was the procedure suggested by the 
resolution. 

The PRESIDENT having re-read the resolution, 
Professor WOOLDRIDGE reiterated his view that 
the correct reading was that the Council should 
tirst go into details themselves and then discuss 
them with the bodies named in the resolution. 

Mr. BARKER suggested that they were pro- 
ceeding far too rapidly. If they, as a Council, 
were to make a move for a special committee, 
the responsibility for that would rest upon the 
“ National’’; also the cost. He thought they 
should rest content with the presentation of that 
resolution—they should not foree the move, 
but if it was considered necessary that they 
should discuss the details of the Report, he 
knew of no better time than the present. They 
should not discuss them with the implication of 
forcing a move, however, but should present the 
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resolution and await the results of its presenta- 
tion. 


Dr. HARE expressed the opinion that the 
adoption of Mr. Barker’s views would be most 
unfortunate. He wanted to remind him that it 
was a physical impossibility at this meeting for 
Council to give its serious and detailed con- 
sideration to the Report. In his view, they 
should just acknowledge the receipt of the 
Minister’s letter and assure him that they were 
giving serious consideration to it. The second 
point was that they must endeavour to present a 
report to the Minister which would represent 
the opinion of the overwhelming majority of the 
profession. They knew that the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. had that Report under detailed 
consideration ; they knew that the schools were 
giving it serious consideration. If they passed 
any resolution committing themselves they were 
tying their hands in the matter of obtaining an 
agreed report which it was his object to obtain. 
Therefore, he said, let them elect their com- 
mittee of six and invite the Royal College to 
elect an equal number, forming a conference 
to go into the whole Report, and, during the 
course of the next few months, to present an 
agreed report which could be cireulated in 
typescript to all members of the Council. 
Members of the Royal College Council would 
also have the same report presented to them, 
and the two bodies at their respective Councils 
could then consider the conference report and 
endeavour (vu arrive at a common basis. What he 
was out for was to prevent any possible division 
between the “‘ National,” the Royal College and 
the schools. This procedure would offer to both 
Councils and to the schools an opportunity 
for securing agreement. He did not mind whether 
the expense of the conference was borne by the 
‘“ National”’ or whether it was shared by the 
Royal College: he thought that was a minor 
matter upon which both bodies would readily 
agree. If it would help, he would move a definite 
resolution :— 


“That in view of the desirability of pre- 
senting to the Ministry of Agriculture a reply 
as to the Loveday Report which shall 
express the views of the majority of the 
profession, a special committee of six be 
appointed with authority to confer with the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and representatives of the veterin- 
ary schools, with a view to preparing a reply 
(to the Minister) which will be acceptable 
to both Councils.” 


The Council of the Royal College, Dr. Hare 
reminded the meeting, would meet next week 
and there would be an opportunity for them to 
receive this resolution so that it could be acted 
upon without delay. 
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The motion was seconded by Mr. CHIPPER- 
FLELD. 

Dr. McCunn said that he would support 
Dr. Hare’s resolution. He was strongly epposed 
to the first half of the resolution to be sent to 
the Ministry—he had long been a member 
of the Council and had not yet heard of the 
Loveday Report being discussed by the Council. 

The PRESIDENT said if it would help matters 
he would make a suggestion which fell in with 
that made by Dr. Hare—that the Council should 
that day nominate a certain number to form 
a committee to go into that Report and submit 
their findings to a special meeting of Council, 
with a view to meeting representatives of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and 
of the veterinary schools. 

Mr. MALE seconded the President's proposal. 

Dr. HARE expressed his appreciation of the 
President’s readiness to meet him, but said that 
the point he wanted to make was that if they 
had their committee drawing up their resolutions 
and getting authority from that special meeting 
of Council for their report, they would have 
committed that Council to a course of action 
which the Royal College perhaps could not 
possibly accept. His machinery was to get a 
conference before they, as a Council, or before the 
Royal College as a Council, passed any final 
resolutions. 

Dr. WooLpRiInGE said that, as he under- 
stood it, certain action arose from the resolu- 
tion which the Council had just prssed 
unanimously. The first consequence was that 
the terms of the resolution were to be sent 
in reply to the letter received from the 
Ministry of Agriculture; the second was 
that the Couneil wished certain measures 
to be taken to bring about a conference and 
exchange of views with certain other interested 
bodies. That, to his mind, meant action by the 
General Purposes Committee. They had already 
had a committee of 18 members considering that 
Report; that committee had spent approxi- 
mately one hundred hours studying the Report ; 
the Council knew what its views were—they had 
been expressed in the Veterinary Record. Now 
it was suggested that they should have a special 
committee of six members to go into it in detail : 
that, to his mind, conveyed the suggestion that 
the Editorial Committee had not done so. 
The objection raised by some to the action of the 
Editorial Committee was that it was speaking 
for the ‘‘ National’’ without the right to 
speak for the “ National.” As the Committee 
which governed the policy of the “‘ National” 
on behalf of the Council was the General Pur- 
poses Committee, which comprised the Chairmen 
of all the other Committees, thereby ensuring 
that the policy of the “‘ National” was being 
followed, he thought that it was advisable for 
that resolution to go to the General Purposes 


Committee to act upon, both with the R.C.V.S. 
and with the schools. 

Dr. Hare appeared to insist upon a point 
which he personally thought would, if accepted, 
carry a grave danger of injuring the profession. 
If it was suggested that the National’? must 
not express any views unless those views were 
in agreement with those of the R.C.V.S., then 
that Council might as well reply to the Ministry 
now and say, “ You have been wasting your 
time in writing to secure our views.” He was 
in entire agreement with the view that a 
united opinion representing the profession should 
be arrived at, but they must not tie themselves 
in advance to a decision that any expression of 
opinion must be unanimous. The schools, it 
appeared, would certainly not be unanimous. 
According to one correspondent in the Veterinary 
Record, there was one school at least which, 
if it followed the views of its Principal, was 
entirely opposed to that Report except for two 
pages ; other schools might or might not adopt 
the same view. It was both improper and impos- 
sible for them to suggest that the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and other bodies directly 
affected by the recommendations in the Report 
should confer with the ‘‘ National ’’—which, they 
must remember, was the only “ national” 
professional body which was independent of the 
recommendations of the Report—on the under- 
standing that the National” was pledged 
in its efforts to secure agreement and accept 
any views that might be put before them. 
Therefore, they ought, and he thought they must, 
take a wide, professional point of view, con- 
sidering the profession as a whole. He was 
personally very hopeful that they would arrive 
at a united opinion at that conference, but to his 
mind the Royal College at present appeared to 
have misinterpreted certain of the recom- 
mendations made in the Loveday Report and 
in the absence of any other expression of their 
view it appeared that they had failed so far to 
appreciate the importance and value of other 
recommendations. That was also the case in 
regard to the letter published in the previous 
week’s Record from the Principal of the Glasgow 
College, wherein what the Committee said on 
page 72 of the Report had been misinterpreted. 
He was of opinion, however, that once they 
got the conference together, the true significance 
of these misinterpreted recommendations would 
become clear and they would, in all probability, 
arrive at agreement. But it must be clearly 
understood at the outset that if agreement 
proved to be impossible, then the ‘‘ National ”’ 
would probably have to express a view not in 
entire agreement with those expressed by other 
professional bodies. 


Dr. Hare said that he did not consider 
the present was the proper occasion for the 
expression of personal opinion on the Loveday 
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Report. Dr. Wooldridge had agreed with lis 
(Dr. Hare’s) aim, but he disagreed with the 
measures for attaining that aim. They diverged 
on that point. They were endeavouring to get a 
report which a conference of all those three 
institutions would agree to, but Dr. Wooldridge 
differed on the method of getting that. One of 
the most important lessons of life, certainly of 
politics, was the method by which one 
endeavoured to attain one’s object. . . . 


Mr. BRAYLEY REYNOLDS here intervened to 
say that they had heard Dr. Hare’s presentation 
and Dr. Wooldridge’s presentation of their cases. 
Surely they should be able to decide which was 
the better method. Personally, he most strongly 
recommended what Dr. Wooldridge had said 
—one Committee had already discussed the 
matter. That Committee was automatically 
elected by the whole Council and carried on its 
various duties. A great deal of labour had been 
expended on that question and he did not think 
it was for them to criticise the Committee. 
He could see no useful purpose in electing a 
special committee. The General Purposes 
Committee was the appropriate one—the matter 
came within their province. If they had another 
Committee it would use up “ another hundred 
hours,” and it would not be so generally 
representative. 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD said that, as seconder, 
he would like to point out that it did not seem 
to have occurred to them that the special 
committee could be drawn from, the same 
members. 


Professor WOOLDRIDGE said that if a special 
committee was appointed they could have on 
that committee members who were not eligible 
for the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee. He referred to those individuals who 
had the welfare and interest of the profession 
at heart, such as Past-Presidents. Such 
persons could be represented on a_ special 
committee. 

Mr. BYwareR: “ Will you kindly delete the 
word * special’ from this committee ? ” 

The amendment to Dr. Hare’s resolution, 
proposed by Dr. WOOLDRIDGE and seconded by 
Mr. REYNOLDS, was now put and carried by 36 
votes to 5. 


The resolution from the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee having been carried unani- 
mously, Dr. HARE asked if the President would 
make elear to Council what exactly the procedure 
would now be. 

The PRESIDEN’ replied that the procedure 
would now be that the resolution which had 
been unanimously passed by the Council would 
go to the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee for them to deal with as instructed by the 
Council that day. 


January 28th, 1939. — 
| | | 
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Reports of Special Committees 


Consultative Committee. 


This report, whieh had been circulated to 
members, was taken as read and was adopted 
without discussion. The report was as follows : 


A meeting of the Special Consultative Com- 
mittee was held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on 
Friday, November 25th, 1938. 

_There were present: Major Brennan DeVine 
(in the Chair), Mr. S. G. Abbott, Captain J. R. 
Barker, Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger, Mr. H. W. 
Dawes, Captain Donald Campbell, and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary). In addition, Mr. 
T. A. R. Chipperfield, Hon, Secretary of the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners, attended the 
meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, havin 
been circulated, were taken as read an 

rising from the minutes: — 

(i) The Committee regarded as satisfactory the 
reply received from the Ministry of Agriculture 
with regard to the additional fee of 10s. 6d. pro- 
vided for where a part-time inspector has to 
make a return visit subsequent to a microscopical 
examination of milk or sputum proving positive. 
This confirmed the impression of the Committee 
that this fee was intended for the work of 
valuation alone. 

(ii) Consideration was i to further com- 

munications from a member, on the subject of 
the routine inspection of dairy herds in his area 
and the failure of the Ministry to utilise his 
services in coping with this work. 
_ After this member, who attended the meeting 
in connection with this matter, had laid certain 
additional information before the Committee, it 
was agreed to make further representations to 
the Ministry on his behalf. 

(iii) The Committee were pleased to learn from 
a letter received from the Ministry that follow- 
ing a comprehensive review of the position in 
Zetland, they had come to the conclusion that the 
amount of work now likely to be forthcoming 
would approximately balance the salary formerly 
paid in respect of work under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts and the Milk and Dairies (Scot- 
land) Act, and were informing the Department 
of Agriculture accordingly. The letter added 
that a similar conclusion had been reached with 
regard to the duties likely to be allocated to the 
two veterinary surgeons in Skye and Lewis, and 
that in the circumstances the Ministry assumed 
that the question of a meeting of the Consulta- 
tive Committee with the ye of Agri- 
culture for Scotland, as had been suggested by 
the Committee, did not now arise. 

While agreeing that this development appeared 
to render it unnecessary for the Committee to 
make direct representations to the Department 
of Agriculture for Scotland, it was decided to 
inform the Ministry that the Committee still 
viewed with concern the fact that the delay 
which had occurred in making such arrange- 
ments as were now proposed had resulted in the 
stockowners in Shetland being deprived of the 
services of a veterinary practitioner. 

Two further communications were read from 
a member concerned in this matter, but the 
Committee came to the conclusion with regret 
that there was no further action they could use- 
fully take on his behalf. 

(iv) Letters were read from two members, 
commenting on the decision of the Ministry with 
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regeed to the representations made on their 
behalf by the Committee. The Committee noted 
the contents of these communications. 

(v) A letter was read from the Ministry of 
Agriculture explaining the -ceason for their 
inability to re-open a certain case. 

This communication, which elso dealt with the 
question of post-attestation tests under the 
Attested Herds Scheme, stated that the under- 
taking of the Ministry that such tests shall 
normally be carried out by the practitioner who 
had brought the herd up to attestation was 
correct, and this understanding had _ been 
observed by the Ministry. There were, however, 
exceptional cases in which the Minister must use 
his discretion to make alternative arrangements, 
and in the case cited by the Association the 
excessive travelling expenses involved were the 
cause of this —s not being offered to the 
practitioner named by the Committee. 

It was the feeling of the Committee, however, 
that in all cases where the Ministry considered 
that a practitioner lived too far away from a 
herd which would normally be tested by him, 
the practitioner should be asked whether he 
would carry out the test and in doing so the 
Ministry should inform him of the maximum 
mileage they were prepared to allow in the 
circumstances, before the work was allocated to 
another practitioner or a whole-time officer. 
Should a practitioner so approached be unable 
to undertake the work, the Committee were of 
the opinion that in such cases it would be 
preferable if the test were made by a full-time 
officer of the Ministry, in order to preserve the 
cardinal principle the agreement 
between the Ministry and the Association in the 
formation of panels. 

(vi) Communications were submitted from a 
member, from which it was noted that repre- 
sentations which he had made to the Divisional 
Inspector had resulted in the inspection of stock 
sales being brought within the scope of his 
appointment as a Panel “ B” Inspector. 

With regard to the view expressed by him that 
where work was restored to members who were 
over the normal age of retirement, the two years’ 
grace should be reckoned from the date the 
restoration took place if subsequent to April ist, 
the Committee came to the conclusion that there 
was no likelihood of the Ministry making 
exceptions to the rule that in all cases the two 
vears’ extension must be reckoned as dating 
from April 1st, 1938. 

Assistants or Locums Deputising for Panel 
Inspectors.—Arising out of the consideration of a 
letter on the subject, it was agreed to represent 
to the Ministry that in cases where a practi- 
tioner was taken ill or had met with an accident 
which prevented him practising, his 
assistant or locum tenens should be allowed to 
carry out panel work as a temporary measure 
pending the principal’s recovery. 

Loss of Clients—The Chairman undertook to 
deal with a complaint from a member that he 
was losing clients as a result of not being 
appointed to Panel “A - 

n addition, it was agreed to suggest to this 
member that he should lay the facts of his case 
before the Diyisional Inspector of the Ministry. 

Correspondence from another member, bearing 
on the same subject, was laid before the Com- 
mittee. This was referred to the Chairman for 
any action that he might deem necessary. 

“ Hardship” Cases.—After consideration of 
letters from two members, reecived through the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners, it was agreed 
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fo lake these cases up with the a sy’, if after 
the usual enquiries had been made the Chairman 
was of the opinion that this should be done. 

Inspection of Accredited Herds.—It was 
decided to make further representations to the 
Ministry on the apparent lack of uniformity in 
the methods of instructing practitioners to 
inspect accredited herds, and arising therefrom 
to draw the attention of the Ministry again to 
the short time allowed by some Divisional 
Inspectors for the performance of the work. 

ficial Tuberculin Tests.—Further instances 
having been brought to the notice of the Com- 
mittee of the failure to notify practitioners of the 
Ministry’s intention to carry out official tubercu- 
lin tests, it was decided that the verbal repre- 
sentations made at the last meeting with the 
Ministry should be restated in writing. 

Certificates of Animals for Export.—Following 
further consideration of this matter in the light 
of enquiries made by the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners, the Committee came to the con- 
clusion that there seemed to be no real obstacle 
in the way of extending existing panels in order 
that those practitioners who were not engaged in 
bovine practice might be enabled to carry. out 
inspections or examinations, other than those 
under the Agriculture Act, in which some degree 
of official status was demanded, e.g., in the 
issuing of certificates in respect of animals for 
export. 

anel Appointments und the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons.—It was decided to defer 
until the scheme had been reviewed by_ the 
Ministry at the end of the first year, considera- 
tion of a suggestion that the Royal College should 
be asked to indicate in the Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons whether a member was a Panel “A” 
or Panel “B”™ Inspector, 


Advisory Committee on Poultry Diseases. 
This report, which was as follows, was also 
taken as read :— 


The Committee has recently dealt with several 
items of considerable importance :— 

Refresher Courses—-A memorandum on_ the 
Report of the Poultry Technical Committee was 
prepared and published in the Veterinary Record 
of November Sth together with an editorial on 
the subject. Copies of the memorandum were 
sent to the Hon. Secretaries of all Divisions of the 
N.V.M.A. with the request that it should be read 
at the next meeting of the Division and urging 
that steps should be taken at once to institute 
refresher courses in poultry husbandry and 
disease, if not already carried out. The Com- 
mittee was pleased to learn that, as far as could 
be ascertained, such courses had been instituted 
by the following Divisions: Central, Sussex, Mid- 
West, Eastern Counties, Lincolnshire, Derby- 
shire, Yorkshire, North of England, Dumfries and 
Galloway, Scottish Metropolitan. 

The Veterinary Profession and the Report of 
the Poultry Technical Committee. 

(a) N.V.M.A. Resolutions..-The Chairman 
reported that he attended the Ministry of Agri- 
culture on August 12th with members of the 
Special Consultative Committee. The resolutions 
passed by the Council, N.V.M.A., were discussed. 
The Ministry could give no assurance that the 
duties associated with the area inspectorates 
would be carried out by veterinary surgeons. 
Concerning private laboratories the opinion of 
the Ministry was that in any scheme concerning 
disease control in poultry in which free services 
were provided, such facilities would only be 
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provided rd the State. The Ministry felt, how- 
ever, that these services would represent only a 
tiny fraction of the services which would be 
required in the future by the poultry breeders 
and distributors who would not be eligible for 
free services and that therefore a vast number 
of poultry keepers would be free to utilise the 
services of private laboratories. 

(b) Representation on the Poultry (Stock 
Improvement) Commission.—The Minister of 
Agriculture having now accepted the Report in 
principle, it is envisaged that the proposed Com- 
mission and Advisory Councils may be set up in 
the near future. The N.V.M.A. Council has 
already passed resolutions asking that there 
should be veterinary representation on these 
bodies. The Committee decided at its last meet- 
ing that further resolutions should be prepared 
forthwith in readiness for their despatch to the 
Minister of Agriculture as soon as the time 
appeared to be opportune, again urging the 
appointment of two veterinary surgeons con- 
versant with poultry husbandry and disease 
control as members of the proposed Poultry 
(Stock Improvement) Commission, and at least 
one similarly experienced member of the pro- 
fession on each of the two Advisory Councils 
for England and Wales, and for Scotland. 

It was further decided that the support of the 
Agricultural Research Council be sought in this 
matter. 

(c) Proposed New Poultry Institute -—The Com- 
mittee discussed the question of veterinary 
representation on the staff of the proposed 
Institute. The Chairman drew attention to 
correspondence between the N.V.M.A. and the 
Agricultural Research Council who had formed a 
special committee concerning such an Institute. 
The Chairman of the A.R.C. Committee had 
explained that his Committee was concerned 
only with the general problem of the desirability 
of such an Institute and its organisation and that 
the appointing of the staff, if and when such an 
Institute was set up, would be a matter for its 
governing body. No further information is yet 
available. The Committee will be kept in touch 
with developments and will take the necessary 
steps concerning the inelusion of veterinary 
surgeons on the staff. 

uberculosis in Poultry.—~The Committee has 
discussed on two occasions the control of avian 
tuberculosis. Its importance, not only in poultry, 
but in relation to caftle and pigs, is emphasised 
by the Committee and suitable methods of con- 
trol have been discussed at ———. including the 
technique and value of the tuberculin test. In 
connection with this test, the potency of tubercu- 
lin is regarded as of first importance and the 
question of standardisation has*been referred to 
the Advisory Committee on Biological Products. 
The Committee recommend that the attention of 
the Ministry of Agriculture should be drawn to 
the prevalence of tuberculosis in poultry and the 
advisability of carrying out free tuberculin test- 
ing of poultry and pigs on farms on_ which 
attested, supervised and tuberculin-tested herds 
are kept. Several members of the Committee 
agreed to carry out surveys on tuberculosis in 
poultry and to publish their findings in the 
Veterinary Record. 

Blackhead in Turkeys.—The Committee dis- 
cussed with Mr. Blount a scheme concerning the 
injection of turkeys for the gf dome of black- 
head which the Agricultural Committee of East 
Sussex considered might be put into operation. It 
consisted in supplying free service to the poultry 
keepers whereby Mr. Blount would inject the 
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necessary medicament. The Committee decided 
that Mr. Blount be advised to consult the local 
Seers practitioners and to abide by their 
ecision. 


Membership of the Committee.—The Commit- 
tee unanimously recommend to the Council that 
Mr. W. P. Blount be invited to become a member 
of the Committee. 


The PRESIDENT having invited discussion, 
Dr. HARE enquired if light could be thrown 
on the paragraph on the Report of the Poultry 
Technical Committee (N.V.M.A. resolutions) 
in which it was stated that the resolutions 
passed by the Council, N.V.M.A., were discussed 
with the Ministry, who could give no assurance 
that the duties associated with the area in- 
spectorates would be carried out by veterinary 
surgeons. Had they to understand from that 
that the Council’s resolutions were null and void 
on that point. 

The PRESIDENT replied that on that particular 
point that was the answer the Association 
received. 

Proceeding, Dr. HARE asked what was the 
meaning of the words “ private laboratories ? ” 
The N.V.M.A Council resolutions stated that 
if any arrangement was made for the provision 
of free laboratory services, veterinary labora- 
tories should be included amongst those to 
which such work was allocated. Did the present 
report mean to say that veterinary laboratories, 
which were private enterprises or the laboratories 
of universities or colleges, i.e., all veterinary 
laboratories that were not under the Ministry 
of Agriculture, should not be included in the 
scheme ? If so, that would render null and void 
another of the “ National ’’ resolutions. 

The PRESIDENT: ‘‘ These are the answers : 
we have no option but to accept them.” 

Dr. Hare: “ Are you not going to stand by 
your policy?” 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that at the moment 
they had been to the Ministry in connection 
with this matter and had reported back to the 
Council what the Ministry’s view was. At 
subsequent meetings, if it was felt that they 
could make headway by insisting on the full 
position they would continue to do so. 

Dr. HARE observed that he would like to have 
heard whether they intended, through their 
Consultative Committee, to persuade the 
Minister to accept the “‘ National”’ policy. 
If they did not, it meant that the profession 
was entirely ignored on anything to do with the 
control either of the health or disease of poultry 
under the new Poultry Bill which would be 
before Parliament in the next session. Had they 
to accept that insult ? 

The PRESIDENT replied that, unfortunately, 
Professor Dalling, the Chairman of that Advisory 
Committee, was not present: if was open to the 
Council to refer the report back. 
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Dr. HARE said that he would move that the 
** National’s ” declared policy be pressed to the 
utmost. He would add as a suggestion that other 
members of the Council might be encouraged to 
press that insistence of the ‘‘ National’s ”’ policy 
upon the Minister. 

Mr. BARKER seconded, saying that the 
Consultative Committee had already taken up 
the point raised by Dr. Hare and if the latter so 
wished they would do it again. He, himself, 
had specifically stated that if that was their 
attitude the “ war was on ”’ until the point was 
settled. It had been suggested that the 
practitioner had no idea of poultry work: the 
general practitioner was just as much interested 
in poultry disease as in cattle disease or horse 
disease provided he got his fee. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER commented that it was 
no good continuing to run their heads against 
a stone wall. He was quite certain that the 
Consultative Committee would continue to 
fight if there was a chance of getting what they 
wished. He thought the resolution by Dr. Hare 
was tantamount to an expression of no con- 
fidence in the Consultative Committee: that 
Committee would continue to fight for the rights 
of the members of the profession in connection 
with poultry. 

The PRESIDENT: “It has been proposed that 
the Consultative Committee take this matter up 
again with the Ministry.” 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER : “ If that is a resolution, 
Sir, we will vote in favour of it.” 

Dr. Hare’s resolution was now put and carried 
unanimously. 

Dr. HARE said that in view of the decision 
on that resolution, might he ask that the Chair- 
man of the Editorial Committee be invited to 
accord the utmost publicity on that subject— 
the replies that the Consultative Committee 
had received from the Ministry and the declared 
policy of the National’’—and that they 
utilise the pugnacious attributes of the Chairman 
of that Committee which were revealed to such 
great advantage for the profession during the 
Agriculture Bill’s passage through the House. 

The PRESIDENT having enquired if they had 
any instructions to give as to whether the local 
veterinary practitioners were favourable to 
Dr. Blount’s suggestion of supplying free service 
to poultry keepers, 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD said that he had been in 
correspondence with Dr. Blount, who had 
cireularised every practitioner. He (Mr. Chipper- 
field) bad gathered from his reply that the 
practitioners had displayed no interest in the 
scheme and that Dr. Blount’s plan would 
undoubtedly go forward. 

Mr. Fox enquired if the Association had any 
Statistics to show the number of members 
who were taking advantage of the courses run by 
the Divisions. 
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The PRESIDENT replied that such information 
was not as yet available. 

Dr. HARE said that he must express regret 
that Dr. Blount had been led to think he had the 
approval of the “ National” in his action. 
There were a very large number of veterinary 
surgeons who habitually carried out poultry 
services as part of their general practice, such 
as the treatment of blackhead (preventive and 
curative). He strongly deprecated Dr. Blount’s 
notion. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that it appeared 
obvious that the local practitioners in that 
particular area were not anxious to do that 
work. It was also clear that the work was done 
in many counties by neither the veterinary 
practitioner nor a whole-time man, but by the 
agricultural officers—free. It was agreed by the 
Poultry Advisory Committee that the system 
as outlined by Dr. Blount had much in its favour, 
but that if the declared policy of the ‘‘ National ”’ 
was to be followed and the practitioner was to 
be encouraged to interest himself more and more 
in poultry, ete., they could not make a perma- 
nent arrangement of it. The Committee had, 
therefore, suggested that Dr. Blount should 
undertake that scheme for a year and then it 
should be reconsidered. Consequently, in the 
event of the number of turkeys in that area 
considerably increasing, so that it became worth 
while practitioners visiting the farms, the 
arrangement would probably be revised—at 
present there were: very few turkeys in the 
county. 

Dr. HARE stated that the membership of the 
Poultry Advisory Committee was confined to 
whole-time officers and laboratory workers. 
The Committee did not represent the interests 
of the general practitioner. The facts which 
Dr. Wooldridge had just presented to the Council 
could be controverted. He had asked two years 
ago that the Poultry Advisory Committee should 
include representatives of private practice, but 
the people added to that Committee were always 
whole-time officers. He had been invited as a 
“guest’’ to two meetings of the Committee 
when he was responsible for getting the 
“ National ”’ policy clearly defined. The interests 
of their profession in the poultry industry went 
far beyond those of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the whole-time officers. Unless that matter 
was given more equitable consideration it would 
become a fight between the whole-time officer 
and the private practitioner. He appealed to 
the President to see that the Poultry Advisory 
Committee was more representative in its 
membership. 

The report of the Committee was then adopted. 


Advisory Committee on Biological Products. 


The following progress report, having been 
circulated, was taken as read, 
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The Advisory Committee on Biological Pro- 
ducts reached the stage in its discussions of 
considering methods of testing biological pro- 
ducts for potency and their standardisation. The 
Chairman prepared a memorandum setting out 
the various methods which might be used and 
this will be taken as a _ basis for further 
recommendations, 


It was agreed that products should be con- 
sidered one at a time and the first product to 
receive consideration is lamb dysentery serum. 
From information received from several sources 
it is very evident that the various brands of this 
serum on the market vary enormously in potency 
and, in some cases, the amount of protective 
substance in the serum had been shown to be of 
a very low order. The Committee is of opinion 
that suitable methods of standardisation of this 
serum are now available and the details are now 
being drawn up for consideration by the Com- 
mittee. The Committee is also of the opinion 
that although there is not yet accurate informa- 
tion concerning the requirements of the several 
antitoxin fractions contained in such serum, 
their values should be stated on the labels of 
containers of lamb dysentery serum issued for 
field use. Consideration should also be given to 
the required potency of these individual anti- 
toxin fractions. 

It is proposed to consider next Cl. welchii 
antitoxin and swine erysipelas antiserum. 


The Committee also discussed the standardisa- 
tion of tuberculin. It was agreed to defer its 
consideration meantime but to keep in touch 
with the Tuberculin Tests Committee under 
whose purview this subject will come. The 
Committee further decided to pass on to that 
Committee the resolution concerning tuberculin 
from the Dumfries and Galloway Division which 
had been referred to the Advisory Committee on 
Biological Products. 


Special Committee on Tuberculin Tests. 


The Committee has met on two occasions— 
October 25th and December 8th, 1938. q 

Dr. R. F. Montgomerie was appointed Chair- 
man and each of the other nominees agreed to 
serve on the Committee with the exception of 
Captain T. M. Doylé, who, having consulted 
the Ministry, regretted that he could not accept. 
The Committee expressed the view that it would 
be difficult to carry through its functions were 
it deprived of the assistance of members of the 

rofession who were on the Ministry’s staff, The 
President undertook to see the Chief Veterinary 
Officer and requested that two specified officers 
be permitted to accept nomination, These 
negotiations are still proceeding. 

he Committee has defined its mode of pro- 

cedure and has examined several aspects of its 
problem. It is, however, thought unwise to make 
any extended preliminary report at this stage 
since some aspects of its work are closely inter- 
woven with others and therefore do not lend 
themselves to separate consideration. 


The foregoing report (circulated) was adopted 
without discussion, on the motion of Mr. 
CHIPPERFIELD, seconded by Dr. HARE. 


Advisory Committee on Overseas Services. 


Dr. WooLpRIDGE informed the Council that 
this was in the nature of an interim report. 
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The Committee had drawn up a lengthy and 
full memorandum dealing with the overseas 
branches of the veterinary profession, for which 
purpose they obtained an immense amount of 
material from their colleagues abroad as well as 
from those at home. This memorandum which 
must necessarily remain largely confidential was, 
he thought, far superior to anything the Associa- 
tion had ever possessed before, and it was 
undoubtedly of great value in portraying 
clearly the tremendous difficulties and handi- 
caps under which our colleagues abroad were at 
present labouring. Meanwhile, the Council would 
perhaps remember that it had requested that the 
Committee should endeavour to arrange for 
a deputation to be received by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. Previously the Com- 
mittee had reported that Professor Miller and 
he had visited the Colonial Office and in- 
formally discussed these matters with various 
officers connected with the Colonial Veterinary 
Service. The Committee had agreed that these 
informal discussions should continue pending 
the arrangement for the formal deputation. 
Recently the Colonial Office had suggested that 
Professor Miller and he should go and see Lord 
Dufferin, the Under-Secretary, for a further 
informal discussion. It was clearly understood 
that these discussions would in no way prejudice 
the request of the Association for an official 
deputation to be received subsequently. Pro- 
fessor Miller and he had, therefore, readily 
agreed to this meeting. One must be careful not 
to draw conclusions prematurely, but with the 
Colonial Office striving to improve matters and 
to gain from our professional knowledge, one felt 
that the atmosphere was right for the early 
introduction of improvements in the Colonial 
Veterinary Service and perhaps even for the 
most important appointment of an Adviser 
to the Colonial Office. In conclusion, he should 
like to thank all those who had been helping 
them and also to express his appreciation of the 
way in which the Colonial Office had been 
receiving them. 


In reply to Colonel GREENFIELD, who enquired 
if any members of the Committee had had 
experience overseas, Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that 
in point of fact Professor Miller and himself were 
the only members who had not had such 
experience ; moreover, when the Committee 
met, it always invited and welcomed the presence 
of members of the Colonial Service on leave, 
and they invariably came along if they possibly 
could. Furthermore, he himself had made it his 
business to meet as many of our overseas 
members as possible, in a social way and by that 
means a considerable amount of useful contact 
and information had been obtained and mutual 
understanding and, he hoped, confidence, 


established. (Applause.) 
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Central Emergency Committee. 


This progress report to the Council was read 
by Dr. HARE (Chairman) as follows, he moving 
its reception and adoption, the motion being 
seconded by Mr. :— 


Upon the instructions of Council, the Central 
Emergency Committee was set up as a special 
committee authorised (1) to prepare a voluntary 
national register of veterinary practitioners in 
Great Britain; (2) to prepare a scheme for the 
protection of the practices of absentee practi- 
tioners; and (3) to prepare to advise Government 
on the allocation and distribution of veterinary 
personnel in the event of a national emergency. 

The Central Emergency Committee, composed 
of the President (Major DeVine), Dr. Wooldridge, 
Mr. Bywater, Mr. McIntosh, Mr. Male, Mr. Steele- 
Bodger, Dr. Stableforth, under the ag ge 
of Dr. Tom Hare, met on November 21st, an 
December 30th, 1938. 

It was decided to form at Headquarters, 
N.V.M.A., a register of all veterinary practitioners 
in Great Britain, who would volunteer for whole- 
time or part-time service in the event of war. 
(The term “ veterinary practitioner ” shall mean 
all Fellows or Members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons with the exception of those 
in the whole-time employ of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and serving officers of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps.) The particulars of the 
Enrolment Form have been defined, and when 
printed, will be issued to _ veterinary 
practitioners. 

The principles of the scheme for the pro- 
tection of the practices of absentee practitioners 
were defined. (The term “ absentee practitioner ” 
shall mean a veterinary practitioner who is 
engaged on whole-time war service.)  (1.) 
General practitioners” shall cnter into an 
agreement with the N.V.M.A, that they will not 
attend the clients of an “ absentee” practitioner 
otherwise than on the terms of the scheme. (2.) 
An “ absentee practitioner” likely to proceed on 
service shall nominate from among the neigh- 
bouring practitioners, who subscribe to the 
scheme, one or more “ acting practitioners” to 
act on his behalf, to receive monies, sign docu- 
ments and generally to safeguard the interests 
of his (the absentee’s) practice during his 
absence. (3.) A memorandum of agreement to be 
drawn up in consultation with the Council’s 
solicitors shall be signed by the “ absentee ” and 
“acting” practitioner, and shall be registered 
with the N.V.M.A. (4.) The agreement shall 
include provisions for the appointment of a firm 
of Chartered or Incorporated Accountants 
who shall supervise the books, receive cash 
receipts, collect debts, pay the expenses of the 
practice, and at quarterly intervals shall distribute 
the income equally between the “ absentee ” and 
the “acting” practitioner, after subtracting the 
agreed percentage for their accountancy charges. 

The Central Emergency Committee is con- 
sidering the preparation in consultation with the 
Council’s solicitors of a memorandum of agree- 
ment between veterinary surgeons in the employ 
of local authorities, public institutions, and 
private firms and their employers for the 
appointment to be kept open until the employee’s 
return from his whole-time war service. 

In order to prepare to advise Government on 
the allocation and distribution of veterinary 
personnel in war, the Committee has surveyed 
the following types of national service to which 
veterinary practitioners might be called. (1.) 
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Veterinary Raid Precaution Service, 
including the Evacuation of Animals from 
threatened centres. (2.) Collaboration with the 
Veterinary Service of the Ministry of Agriculture. 
(3.) Collaboration with the Ministry of Health 
and Local Authorities’ Health Service. (4.) 
Laboratory Service. (5.) Service in His Majesty’s 
Forces. 

For the effective administration of the three 
main duties imposed upon the Committee (viz., 
the Register, the Protection Scheme, and the 
Emergency Services), the Committee recommends 
the appointment of Local Emergency Committees 
on the following lines. (1.) That each Territorial 
Division, N.V.M.A., shall appoint Local Emer- 
gency Committees, one for each county 
administrative area, and one for each large 
borough, within the division’s area. (2.) That 
a Local Emergency Committee should include (a) 
the officers of the Division ex officio; (b) four 
members of the Division; (c) the Veterinary 
Superintending and Divisional Inspectors of the 
Ministry of Agriculture; and (d) a répresentative 
of the veterinary school or veterinary laboratory 
within the  Division’s area. The Local 
Emergency Committee should have power to 
co-opt veterinary colleagues who need not be 
members of the N.V.M.A. (3.) That the duties of 
the Local Emergency Committee shall be (a) to 
prepare for the application to its area of the 
provisions of the protection scheme; (b) to 
collaborate with the Local Authorities and Local 
Animal Welfare Societies in organising air raid 
precaution services for animals; and (c) to 
collaborate with the Superintending and 
Divisional Inspectors on such emergency duties 
as may be required by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. (4.) That a Local Emergency Committee 
of a county might seek the approval of the 
Divisional Inspector for his office to serve as 
the headquarters of the Committee. 


Dr. HARE added that the Committee would be 
pleased to obtain from the Council some expres- 
sion of opinion as to the organisation of the local 
emergency committees mentioned in the report. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that he was afraid that 
he had got a point of view to bring forward 
which differed somewhat from that of this 
report, although he was one of those who were 
present at the meeting which decided upon its 
terms. Since the meeting was held, it had 
become fairly evident that the Government had 
the intention of including veterinary surgeons 
over the age of 25 years within the personnel 
of those trades and professions who were to be 
retained professionally for Government service. 
That would appear to mean that the Government 
already had plans for the use of veterinary 
surgeons, but at its meeting the Committee had 
no precise information on this point. He would 
suggest, therefore, that, whilst adopting the 
report, the Council should ask the Committee 
to take no action in the way of sending out the 
circular until they had got definite advice from 
the Government as to what their plans really 
were. Rumour suggested that they were 
thinking of utilising all members of the pro- 
fession and possibly even many of the students. 
Those who were reservists of the R.A.V.C., he 
understood, might be called upon. 
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Dr. HARE commented that that was an extra- 
ordinary thing to happen—that that statement 
should be made in Council without having been 
referred to him as the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee. As a matter of fact, all that Dr. Wool- 
dridge had said did not affect one iota either the 
enrolment form or the voluntary register. 

The PRESIDENT said that that valuable 
report they had submitted by the Committee 
referred to registration of veterinary surgeons 
who would be willing to act during a state of 
emergency for the Government, but they had 
information that the veterinary surgeon was not 
to be allowed to decide—he would be taken and 
put into certain services. .. . 

Dr. HARE: “ But ours is a volunteer service.” 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that he suggested that 
the Council should delay definite action for a 
further short period until information was forth- 
coming. He was not opposed to the report 
at all. 

Dr. HARE asked if members could say whether 
they thought that the method proposed in the 
report was the right one to organise theemergency 
work throughout the Divisions. 

The PRESIDENT proposed that the report 
be received and adopted and that consideration 
of it item by item be deferred pending the 
receipt of further information from the Govern- 
ment. 

The Council concurred in this view and it was 
left that action upon the report be decided 
upon by the President and the Chairman of the 
Committee. 


Special Committee on Air Raid Precautions. 


This report, which had been circulated to 
members, and which was adopted on the motion 
of Mr. BYWATER, seconded by Mr. CHIT: £RFIELD, 
was as follows :— 


The Special Committee appointed to consider 
the measures to be taken for the protection of 
animals in time of war, held its first meeting 
at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Thursday, 
December 8th, 1938. 

There were present: The President of_ the 
Association (Major Brennan DeVine), Mr. H. E. 
Bywater, Major R. M. Bamford (nominated by 
the Army Council), Mr. Hamilton Kirk, Lieut.- 
Col. B. L. Lake, Colonel R. J. Stordy and Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary). Dr. Hare 
as Chairman of the Association’s Central 
Emergency Committee, also attended the 
meeting. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Professor G, F. Boddie and Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge. 

Mr. H. E. Bywater was appointed Chairman of 
the Special Committee. 

Correspondence.—A letter was read from 
Captain F. J. Sheedy giving reasons for his 
inability to serve on the Committee. The Chair- 
man undertook to endeavour to persuade Captain 
Sheedy to help the Committee in its work. 

The letter from the War Office intimating that 
the Army Council had nominated Major Bamford 
to serve on the Committee was read, but it was 


126 No, 4. Vo, 51. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. i 


January 28th, 1939. 


reported that no reply had yet been received 
from the Ministry of Agriculture. 

On the suggestion of Colonel Lake, it was 
decided to take advantage of the offer of 
assistance of Mr. A, W. Moss, Assistant Secretary 
of the R.S.P.C.A., whenever it was felt that he 
could be of service to the Committee. : 

Co-option 4 the Committee.—On the proposi- 
tion of the President, it was agreed that Dr. 
G Lander be co-opted on the Committee. 

Proposed Conference.—The followin sug- 
estion, passed on by the Finance and General 

rposes Committee, was received :— 


_“The the N.V.M.A. call a Conference to 
discuss the best methods for the protection 
of animals in time of war, and that invita- 
tions to take part in this Conference be sent 
to the R.S.P.C.A., the P.D.S.A., and other 
animal welfare societies.” 


Dr. Wooldridge said it was not suggested that 
this should be arranged forthwith, but that when 
the Committee had arrived at its recommenda- 
tions, a Conference should then be called to 
consider them with the object of a common 
porey being agreed upon by all interested 

odies. 

Procedure.—On the question of procedure, the 
Chairman expressed the view that the Committee 
should first consider the matter from the aspect 
of injury to animals from high-explosive shells 
and one bombs, though it was agreed 
that the problem of gas was of no _ less 
importance. 

r. Wooldridge thereupon suggested that the 
work of the Committee should be arranged under 
the following heads:— 


1. Protection of animals against high- 
explosive shells, incendiary bombs, and gas. 

. Protection of human beings from 
animals injured by high-explosive shells, 
incendiary bombs or gas. 

3. Treatment of animals, including birds. 

4. Casualty Stations. 

5. Disposal of carcases. 

6. Decontamination of animals, animal 
premises, and products of animal origin. 

7. Decontamination of pastures and water 

. Protection of foods of animal origin for 
human consumption. 

9. Protection of foods for animals. 


Since the most likely points of attack from 
the air would be large cities, industrial centres, 
docks and similar areas, it was felt that the 
attention of the Committee should be concen- 
trated on devising measures that would be 
adaptable to the needs of such centres. Major 
Bamford was of the opinion, however, that 
before this could be done satisfactorily it would 
be necessary for the subject to be discussed with 
the Air Raid Precautions Department of the 
Home Office, as any recommendations which 
were made for the protection of animals would 
have to fit into the framework of the existing 
A.R.P. organisation. 

The Committee eventually resolved to ask for 
the reception of a small a by the A.R.P. 
Department of the Home Office, and it was agreed 
that the purpose of the deputation should be ‘to 
acquaint that Department with the existence of 
the Committee, to endeavour to secure its 
recognition, and to obtain the provision of any 
information, advice and help that may be 
needed, in order to enable the Committee to 
function to the best advantage. It was further 
agreed that the members of the deputation should 


be the President, Colonel Stordy and the Hon. 
Secretary (Dr. W. R. Wooldridge). 

Dr. Hare was assured that nothing would be 
done by the proposed deputation which would 
jeopardise the work of the Committee on the 
organisation of the profession in time of war, 
and a promise was given that that Committee 
would be kept informed of developments and 
when necessary consulted. 

Major Bamiord thought that before _ the 
deputation went to the Home Office the Com- 
mittee should have a clear appreciation of the 
problem, and he suggested that each member of 
the Committee should put in writing how he 
viewed the subject, and that the replies received 
should be correlated and considered by the 
Committee. 

It was understood from Major Bamford_that 
he had prepared a pamphlet for the Home Office 
on “Animal Defence against Gas.” Major Bam- 
ford promised to make this available to the 
Committee if he could obtain the necessary 
permission. 

The opinion was expressed by Major Kirk 
that in a time of national emergency every 
member of the profession should be in possession 
of a humane killer, and that it should not be 
necessary for members to obtain a licence there- 
for as was understood to be necessary at present. 

A number of Handbooks «nd Memoranda 
issued by the Air Raid Precautions Department 
of the Home Office were suggested as likely to be 
of use to the Committee, and the Secretary was 
———_ to provide each member with copies 
of these. 


On the mticn of Mr. STEELE-BoODGER, 
seconded by Dr. WooLDRIDGE, it was agreed 
that the question whether the Centr:l Emergency 
Committee and the Air Raid Precautions 
Committee be amalgamated be referred to the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee for 
consideration, with power to act. 


Provisional Committee, 


The PRESIDENT gave the Council a résumé 
of the progress report of the Provisional Com- 
mittee, which was as follows :— 


The Provisional Committee, which consists of 
the officers of the Association and the following 
members, has now held two meetings in con- 
nection with the Congress: Professor T. Dalling, 
Cambridge (Chairman); Messrs. W. H. Dennett, 
Norfolk; S. E. Hill, King’s Lynn; F. Blakemore, 
Cambridge (Local Secretary); B. A. Claxton, 
London, W. H. Wortley, Bungay; P. R. Turner, 
Bury St. Edmunds; T. G. Heatley, Woodbridge; 
J. M. Currie, Lowestoft; T. J. Bosworth, Cambridge; 
W. A. Wood, Ely; H. P. peace (Sen.), Norwich; 
H. P. Standley (Jun.), Norwich; C. T. Murphy, 
Colchester; E. ara Reynolds, Newmarket; 
W. Shipley, Great armouth; A, N, Foster, 
Lincoln; . L. Gooch, Stamford; C. W. 
Townsend, Long Stanton; W. K. Townson, 
Peterborough and J. H. Poles, Whittlesey. 

Period of Congress.—It was suggested that the 
Congress should be held either during the last 
week in July or the first week in September. 
Some discussion has taken place on this matter 
and the period has now been fixed as from July 
23rd to 28th. 

Civic Reception.—A civic welcome, reception, 
and dance will be given by the Corporation at 
the Winter Gardens. 


rT 
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Meetings of the Congress and Social Functions. 
—The Yarmouth Corporation has kindly offered 
the use of the Assembiy Room of the Town Hall, 
which can seat 450 people, free of charge for 
meetings and social functions. 

The subjects for discussion have been decided 
upon and the titles of the papers are given in 
the accompanying Provisional Programme. 

The President’s Reception and the Annual 
Banquet will probably be held in the Assembly 
Room, and the names of suitable caterers have 
been suggested. Free admission will be granted 
to the bowling green, tennis courts and other 
entertainments. 

Hotel Accommodation.—The Queen’s Hotel 
has been chosen as headquarters and arrange- 
ments are being made for other hotel accommo- 
dation in the town. Accommodation will also 
be available at Gorleston-on-Sea, which is within 
easy reach of Yarmouth. It is important, how- 
ever, that those who intend being present at 
ye Congress should reserve rooms at an early 

ate. 

Exhibitions and Demonstrations.—There is no 
suitable room in the Town Hall to house the 
Drugs and Instruments Exhibition. It is hoped 
that arrangements will be made for the hiring 
of a hall situated within 50 yards from the 
Town Hall, where the Exhibition could be 
staged an demonstrations given. Mr. 
Shipley has kindly offered his premises for 
other demonstrations. It has been decided that 
no major operations will be performed. 


Provisional Programme 
SuNDAY. 
Evening.“ At Home” guests of the 
Eastern Counties and Lincolnshire Divisions. 
Town Hall or place to be arranged. 


Monpay. . 

Morning.—Civie Welcome—Town Hall. Open- 
ing of Exhibition of Drugs and_ Instruments. 
Paper: “Causes of Deaths among Calves in 
Dairy Herds.” 

Afternoon.—A Film Display. 

Evening.—Civic Reception, 
Winter Gardens. 


probably — in 


TUESDAY, 

Morning.—Papers on Equine Sterility (title to 
be arranged). Papers on Bovine Sterility (title 
to be arranged). 

Afternoon.—Demonstrations: “ Exhibitions of 
Poisonous Plants.” “Exhibition of Pigs and 
Poultry Diseases.” ‘“ Post-mortem technique on 
the Cow, Pig, Dog and Fowl.” “ Exhibitions of 
Useful Instruments invented by Practitioners.” 


WEDNESDAY. 

Morning.—Papers: “ Diseases of Young Pigs ”; 
“The Centralised Veterinary Service.” 

Afternoon.—General Annual Meeting—Town 
Hall. 

Evening.—Banquet—Town Hall. 


THURSDAY. 

Morning.—Paper: “The Recent Advances in 
Our Knowledge of Diseases Associated with 
Mineral Imbalance in the Blood of Ruminants.” 
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Aflernoon.—Excursion. 
Evening.—Dance arranged by the Ladies’ 
Guild—probably in the Winter Gardens. 


Fripay. 
Morning.—Papers: “ Joint-ill in Lambs”; 
“New Discoveries in Therapeutic Agents.” 
Afternoon.—Closing Meeting. 


DIVISIONAL REPRESENTATION ON COUNCIL 


Dr. WooLDRIDGE, in moving the resolution 
“That no Division of the N.V.M.A. shall have 
more than ten representatives on the Council 
of the Association,” said that having tabled that 
resolution before he was Hon. Secretary of the 
* National,” he wished the Council still to regard 
it as a personal resolution. One of their Divi- 
sions, namely, the Society of Veterinary Practi- 
tioners, had been doing such excellent work 
on behalf of the Association that naturally 
its membership had increased enormously. He 
had the highest admiration for its work, but 
at the same time, as its membership increased, 
its representation on that Council increased 
also. It seemed to him that a position might be 
reached whereby as a “ National”’ body they 
were running the risk of a section of the pro- 
fession, not necessarily representative of the 
* National Association,’ having far too many 
representatives on the Council. He had, there- 
fore, suggested that resolution to limit the 
number of representatives of any Division, 
no matter how large its membership, to ten. 
He was convinced that this would not react 
detrimentally to the interests of the Society 
mentioned or to any other which might happily 
find itself in a similar position. If he had thought 
that this would not be so he would not have 
brought forward the resolution, which he now 
formally moved. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that, as President 
for the time being of the Society referred to, he 
formally accepted that and seconded the motion 
put forward by Dr. Wooldridge—and for the 
reasons the latter had given. 

The PRESIDENT informed the Council that he 
was advised that the proposal, if carried, would 
require a change in the articles of association. 
It must, therefore, come to the Annual General 
Meeting. 

It was agreed that the motion should go 
forward as a recommendation to the Annual 
General Meeting. 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 


Under this heading, Mr. BRAYLEY REYNOLDS 
said that in order to expedite business, he 
suggested that the Standing Orders for the 
regulation of proceedings of the Council and 
Committees, Nos. 26 and 43, should be strictly 
applied. Rule No. 26 read: ‘* No motion shall 
be discussed before it has been seconded, nor 
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shall any member speak more than once on any 
motion ’’; and Rule No. 43 read: ‘* A member 
proceeding to speak a second time to the same 
question shall be called to order by the Chairman, 
unless when explaining a point of his speech 
which has been misunderstood and without 
introducing new matter.” 

The suggestion put forward by Mr. Reynolds 
was greeted with applause. 

Dr. HARE now rose to ask, the Council having 
arranged for their next meeting to be held in 
April, if it would not be desirable to arrange a 
special meeting of Council towards the end of 
March for the consideration of the policy which 
they should adopt for the meetings with the 
Ministry of Agriculture to review the first 
twelve months’ working of the Agriculture Act. 

The PRESIDENT replied that a meeting of 
Council would be called at any time when the 
officers of the Association deemed it to be 
necessary. Certainly that matter would be 
specially borne in mind. 

The meeting concluded with the passing of a 
very hearty vote of thanks to the President for 
his conduct of the proceedings. 


VETERINARY COUNCIL, EIRE 
Meeting in Dublin 


A meeting of the Veterinary Council of Eire 
was held at the Veterinary College, Ballsbridge, 
Dublin, on Wednesday, January 18th, 1939, pre- 
sided over by Mr. P. F. Dolan, M.R.c.v.s., 
D.V.S.M. 

The following members were present: Mr. 
P. F. Dolan, M.Rn.c.v.s., D.v.Ss.M. (President), Pro- 
fessor J. J. O’Connor, m.R.c.v.s., Professor W. 
Kearney, M.R.Cc.v.s., Professor A. F. O’Dea, 
M.R.C.V.S., Mr. J. Dodd, m.r.c.v.s., Mr. A. A. 
Donnelly, M.R.c.v.s., and Mr. O’Leary, M.R.C.V.S. 

Apologies for non-attendance were réceived 
from Mr. Condon, M.R.C.V.S. 

Several complaints dealing with breaches of 
the Regulations made under the Veterinary 
Surgeon’s Act, 1931, were investigated, one of 
which was referred to the Council’s solicitor 
with instructions to arrange an official inquiry 
in accordance with the said regulations. 


The Times Correspondent in Berlin states that, 
as from January 31st, the order excluding Jews 
from medical practice in Germany (save for the 
benefit of Jewish patients) is to be applied to 
dentistry and veterinary work. This order is 
stated to complete the process of “ cleaning up” 
the medical profession. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
lumns. 


inclusion in these 


Diary of Events 


Jan. 28th—Meeting of the Scottish Branch, 
N.V.M.A., at the North British 
Station Hotel, Glasgow, 2.30 p.m. 

Jan. 80th.—Meeting of the Editorial Commit- 
tee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 

Feb. 1st.—Annual General Meeting of the 
Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Liverpool, 2.30 p.m. 

Feb. 2nd.—Meeting of the Central Veterinary 
Society, Conway Hall, W.C.1, 
6.30 p.m. 

March 2nd.—Voting Papers for R.C.V.S. Coun- 
cil Election issued to members 
overseas. 

July 23rd—28th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Great 
Yarmouth and Gorleston-on-Sea. 


* * * * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


GRAVELLE, Henry Luther, M.c.,  Llandilo, 
Carmarthenshire. Graduated Dublin, December 
13th, 1923. Died January 18th, 1939; aged 52 
years. 

Mr. H. L. GRAVELLE, M.C., M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. H. L. Gravelle, whose death we record 
above with much regret, entered the profession 
after the War, prior to which he was a teacher 
under the Cardiff Education Committee. He was 
awarded the Military Cross for distinguished 
service in the Tank Corps. 

After leaving the Army he studied at the 
Dublin College and, after qualifying, practised at 
Llandovery and Llandilo. Noted as a rugby 
footballer, he played for Pontypridd and 
Llanelly, the highlight of his sporting career 
occurring when he assisted Glamorgan against 
the “ Wallabies.” 

Mr. Gravelle, who was unmarried, is a brother 
of Dr. Arthur Gravelle, former medical officer of 
health at Burry Port, who now is in South Africa, 
and of Councillor S, L. Gravelle, Burry Port. 


Norsery, John Thomas, 13, Acacia Avenue, 
Knutsford, Cheshire. Graduated New Edinburgh, 
December 22nd, 1891. Died January 19th, 1939; 
aged 73 years. 

GENERAL OBITUARY 

At Dallington, 169, Stafford Road, Caterham, 
Surrey, on January 17th, suddenly, Margaret 
Arnot, wife of Major J. Peddie, F.R.C.v.s. 

* * * * * 
THE PROFESSIONS IN WAR TIME 
ApVICcE ON USE OF SERVICES 


The Ministry of Labour has appointed an 
Advisory Council to advise him on the utilisation 
in war time in Government Departments or else- 
where of persons with scientific, technical, 
professional, and higher administrative qualifica- 
tions. 

Sir Walter Hamilton Moberly, pD.s.o., M.A., 
LITT.D., has been appointed Chairman, and the 
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following persons have accepted appointment as 
members of the Council:— 


Str CHARLES BRESSEY, €.B., C.B.E. 

E. J. BuTLeR, Esq., €.M.G., C.1.E., D.Sc., M.B., F.R.S. 

Sir Eustace H. TENNYSON pD’EyNcowRT, BT., K.C.B., 
D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.S, 

SipNEY BRYAN DonkIN, Esq. 

H. L. Eason, Esq., €.8., €.M.G., M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S. 

A. H. R. FEeppen, Esq., M-B.E., M.LA.E., M.S.A.E., 
F.R.A.S. 

A. P. M. FLeminG, Esq., €.B.£., D-ENG., M.Sc. 

GEORGE S. GorDON, Esq., M.A., LL.D., D.LIT. 

H. J. GouGu, Esq., M.B., D.Sc., Pu.D., F.R.S. 

Sm Hector HETHERINGTON, M.A., LL.D. 

Proressor A, V. Hitt, Sec. R.S., 0.B.E., Sc.D., F.R.S. 

The Rr. Hon. Tue Viscount LEVERHULME, D.L., J.P. 

Miss HiLpA MARTINDALE, C.B.E. 

Str Epwarp MELLANBY, K.C.B., F.R.C.P., M.A., M.D., 
F.R.S. 

J. S. Esq., ¢.B., €.B.E. 

Cuarces J. G. PALMowur, Esq., F.C.A. 

H. PARKER, Esq., M.C. 

Sir RoBERT PICKARD, D.Sc., F.R.S. 

D. R. Pye, Esq., €.B., M.A., Se.D., F.R.S. 

Davin E. Roperts, Esq. 

BASIL SANDERSON, Esq. 

Tuomas E, Scort, Esq., ¥.R.1.B.A. 

Sin FRANK SMITH, K.C.B., C.B.E., F.R.S. 


ReEAR-ADMIRAL H. G. THURSFIELD. 
R. S. Woop, Esq. 
The Secretary to the Council is Miss B. M. 


Power, of the National Service Department of 
the Ministry of Labour, Montagu House, 
Whitehall, $.W.1. 


SCHEDULE OF RESERVED OCCUPATIONS 


The Schedule of Reserved Occupations (Pro- 
visional) was issued on Monday last as a White 
Paper (Cmd. 5926; Stationery Office, price 3d.). 
It includes “ veterinary surgeons (all ages) and 
veterinary surgeon students who have passed 
their third professional examination.” Explana- 
tory notes state that the occupations listed in 
this schedule are those in respect of which in 
the general national interests restrictions will be 
placed in peace time on the acceptance of 
volunteers for certain forms of enlistment or 
enrolment for service in time of war. The 
restrictions apply to acceptance for service 
which will be whole-time in war but not in 
peace. Nothing in the Schedule restricts: — 

(a) Acceptance for service which is whole- 
lime in peace (e.g., service in the Regular Armed 
Forces, the Regular Police Forces or the Regular 
Fire Brigades); 

(b) re-engagement for the same service of a 
person already engaged in a service; 

(c) acceptance for whole-time service in war in 
the volunteer’s trade or professional capacity; 

(d) acceptance for A.R.P. service at the 
volunteer’s place of employment; 

(e) acceptance for service which will be only 
part-time in war, subject to the clear under- 
standing that in the case of persons covered by 
the Schedule work in the occupation listed in 
the Schedule will have first claim on them in 
war-time; 

({) acceptance of women for nursing and first 
aid services. 

* 


FUTURE OF FARMING IN THE IRISH FREE 
STATE 


Mr. Andrew A. Donnelly, M.R.c.v.s., of 
Drogheda, County Louth, Irish Free State, 
Member of the Council of the Royal College of 
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y Surgeons and of the Veterinary 
Council of Ireland, has been appointed a member 
of the Commission, to enquire into the agricul- 
tural industry of the Irish Free State, the 
creation of which was announced by the Minister 
of Agriculture on January 19th. The terms of 
reference of the Commission, of which Professor 
T. A. Smiddy, o.a., of the Department of Local 


Veterinary 


Government and Public Health, is Chairman, 
are: “ To consider and make recommendations 


as to the measures which it might be practicable 
and in the national interest to take for the 
purpose of promoting and maintaining increased 
agricultural production.” 
a * * 
FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 
The existence of foot-and-mouth disease was 
confirmed on Monday last among cattle at 
Bierton, Buckinghamshire, in an existing 
infected area, The area subject to restrictions 
in the movement of animals lies in the counties 
of Buckingham and Hertford. It has been added 
to the existing infected area around Steeple 
Claydon, Bucks, and includes part of the existing 
infected area around Marlow, Bucks. 


R.C.V.S. CENTRAL LIBRARY 
DISEASES 
New Liprary Hours 

The Library’s hours of opening have again 

been amended, and are now as follows:—- 
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m, to 7 p.m. 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


* 


FOR ANIMAL 


Wednesdays and = Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 
12.30 p.m. 
* * * 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 


PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS 

The twenty-fifth Annual Conference of the 
above Association will be held in the College of 
Technology, Belfast, on June 29th and 30th and 
July 1st, 1939. Further particulars will be issued 
in due course. 

tk 
WINTER CENSUS OF LIVESTOCK 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has 
issued the following particulars of the numbers 
of livestock (including poultry) on farms in 
England and Wales on Rauaee 4th last, as 
estimated from returns received from occupiers 
of agricultural holdings exceeding one acre. 
Forms were sent to one-half of the number of 
occupiers and replies were received from over 
72 per cent., so that the estimates are based on 
returns from 36 per cent, of all occupiers. 

The total number of catthe on December 4th 
in England and Wales is estimated at 6,849,000, 
which is 88,000 more than a year ago, and the 
greatest number recorded since the present 
series of winter inquiries were commenced in 
December, 1935. Cows and heifers in milk are 
estimated at 2,050,000, an increase of 10,000 
since December, 1937, but 21,000 fewer than in 
December, 1935. Cows and heifers in calf total 
1,118,000 and show an increase for the third 
successive year. 

The total number of sheep, as estimated from 
the returns, is 13,899,000, an increase of 159,000 
over December, 1937, and of 1,237,000 over 
December, 1935. As usual, the numbers are con- 
siderably less than those recorded in the previous 
June. Ewes kept for breeding numbered 
8,535,000, maintaining the annual increase 
recorded since 1935. Ewe lambs intended for 
breeding have, however, decreased from 
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1,526,000 in December, 1937, to 1,265,000 in 
December, 1938. 
The pig population is estimated at 3,854,000, a 


decrease of 60,000 since December, 1937. The 
decline in numbers since December, 1935, is, 
therefore, continued. Sows kept for breeding 
at 447,000 are 1,000 fewer than a year ago, but 
there is no change in the number of boars for 
service (32,000). Of the remainder, pigs over 
two months old fell by 71,000 over the year, but 
those under two months record an increase of 
The number of fowls on agricultural holdings 
of over one acre is estimated at 36,601,000, as 
compared with 36,163,000 in December, 1937. 
Of the increase, amounting to 438,000, 107,000 
were fowls over six months old and 331,000 
under six months. 

The fowl] population in June, 1938, was slightly 
less than in June, 1937, but the seasonal decline 
in 1938 between June and December was only 
15,939,000 as compared with a seasonal decline 
of 16,470,000 in 1937, so that the December 
population is proportionately greater than that 
of a year ago. 


POISONS RULES AMENDMENTS* 

The Home Office draws the attention of those 
concerned to the Poisons (Amendment) Rules, 
1938 (S.R. & O., 1938, No. 1548) and the Poisons 
List (Amendment) Order, 1938 (S.R. & O., 1938, 
No. 1547) which were made by the Secretary 
of State on December 15th, 1938, and came into 
operation on January 1st, 1939. 

Rule 7 (4) of the Poisons Rules, 1935, has been 
amended so as to provide that a signed order 
for a First Schedule Poison (not being a poison 
to which the Dangerous Drugs Acts apply) given 

a duly qualified medical practitioner, 
registered dentist, registered veterinary surgeon, 
a hospital, infirmary, dispensary or clinic, need 
not contain a statement of the purpose for which 
the poison is required, if the seller is reasonably 
satisfied that the poison is required for the 
purpose of medical, dental or veterinary 


treatment. 
Rule 17 has been re-enacted with amendments 
to permit the following new methods of 


labelling: — 

(1) When a poison is named specifically in the Poisons List 
and is the subject of a monograph in the British Pharmacopoeia 
or the British Pharmaceutical Codex, one of the names at the 
head of the monograph in the British Pharmacopoeia or the 
British Pharmaceutical Codex, as the case may be, may be used 
to describe the poison, instead of the term in the Poisons List. 

(2) A substance which is the subject of a monograph in 
the British Pharmacopoeia or in the British Pharmaceutical 
Codex and any dilution, concentration or admixture of such a 
substance may be named with the name used to describe the 
substance in the British Pharmacopoeia or in the British Pharma- 
ceutical Codex with the addition of the letters B.P. or B.P.C. 
as the case may be. The similar provision already applicable 
to preparations, and to dilutions or admixtures of such prepara- 
tions in the British Pharmacopoeia or in the British Pharma- 
ceutical Codex is now extended to concentrations of such 
preparations. 

(3) In the case of a preparation containing a poison mentioned 
in the first column of the Sixth Schedule to the Rules, it will 
be sufficient, where the name of a poison or substance is men- 
tioned in the relevant particulars in the second column of that 
Schedule, to state the name of that poison or substance. 

(4) In the case of preparations derived frorn nux vomica or 
from opium and containing one or more alkaloids of nux 
vomica or of opium named in the Poisons List, it will be 
sufficient to use the name “ strychnine ’’ or ‘‘ morphine,”’ as 
the case may be, or one of the names or abbreviated names of 
strychnine or morphine as the case may be, set out at the head 
of the monographs in the British Pharmacopoeia or the British 
Pharmaceutical Codex. 


Substances are now included with prepara- 
tions and surgical dressings in the provision 
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contained in Rule 18 (3) that, where they are 
named in accordance with Rule 17 (2), the pro- 
portion of poison contained in them need not be 
stated on the label. The — of the same 
paragraph as to the method of expressing the 
proportion of poison in a dilution or admixture 
of a preparation so named are now extended to 
concentrations of such preparations and _ to 
dilutions, concentrations and admixtures of sub- 
stances so named. 

Other amendments to Rule 18 and to the Sixth 
Schedule enable the proportion of the poison in 
preparations containing nux vomica or opium, 
and in preparations derived from nux vomica 
or from opium and containing one or more alka- 
loids of nux vomica or of opium named in the 
Poisons List, to be stated in terms of the 
proportion of strychnine or of morphine 
respectively. 

A further amendment to the Sixth Schedule 
enables the proportion of insulin in a prepara- 
tion to be stated in terms of units of activity as 
defined in the British Pharmacopoeia. 

By an amendment to Rule 22 (1) (b) glass 
bottles containing local anaesthetics for injection 
in the treatment of human or animal ailments 
will no longer be required to have a fluted outer 
surface, 

Benzedrine and _ related substances (except 
when contained in inhalers—see next para- 
graph) are included in Part I of the Poisons List 
and also in the First Schedule and paragraph 1 
of the Seventh Schedule to the Poisons Rules. 
Sulphanilamide and_ related substances are 
included in Part I of the Poisons List and also 
in the First and Fourth Schedules to the Poisons 
Rules. Additions have been made to the Special 
Exemptions in Group II of the Third Schedule 
to the Poisons Rules, to exempt from all control 
under the Act and Rules benzedrine and related 
substances contained in inhalers, and dinitro- 
cresols in substances other than preparations tor 
the treatment of human ailments. 

Amendments made in the Fifth Schedule to 
the Rules permit listed sellers to sell ointments 
containing nitrobenzene for the treatment of 
animals, and photographic solutions or materials 
containing metallic oxalates (other than potas- 
sium quadroxalate). 

Copies of the Order (price 1d. net) and Rules 
(price 2d. net) may be purchased from the 
Stationery Office. 


Editorial Note. 


The greater part of the preceding amendments 
concern veterinary practitioners, 
however, will wish to know the meaning of the 
reference to sulphanilamide and related sub- 
stances. Sulphanilamide is now included in 
Part I of the Poisons List and to it Rule 12 of 
the Poisons Rules applies. It might be well if 
we remind practitioners of the contents of this 
rule. 

12.—{1) It shall not be lawful to sell any poison included in 
the Fourth Schedule to these Rules, except on and in accordance 
with a prescription given by a duly qualified medical practitioner, 
registered dentist or registered veterinary surgeon in the form 
provided by this Rule. 

(2) This Rule shall apply to the sale of any such poison, not- 
withstanding that it is a transaction exempted by section 19 of 
the Act, but shall not apply to any sale exempted by section 
20 of the Act. 

(3) For the purposes of this Rule a prescription shall— 

(a) be in writing and be signed bv the person giving it 
with his usual signature and be dated by him; 

(b) except in the case of a health prescription, specify the 
address of the person giving it; 

(c) specify the name and address of the person for whose 
treatment it is given or, if the prescription is given by 
a veterinary surgeon, of the person to whom the medi- 
cine is to be delivered; 


| 
| 


January 28th, 1939. 


- 


(d) have written thereon, if given by a dentist, the words 
‘‘ For dental treatment only ’’ or, if given by a veter- 
inary | surgeon, the words ‘‘ For animal treatment 


only 

(e) indicate the total amount of the medicine to be supplied 
and the dose to be taken. 

(4) The person dispensing the prescription shall comply with 
the following requirements : — 

(a) the prescription must not be dispensed more than once 
unless the prescriber has stated thereon that it may be 
dispensed more than once; 

(b) if the prescription contains a direction that it may be 
dispensed a stated number of times or at stated inter- 
vals, it must not be dispensed otherwise than in 
accordance with the direction; 

(c) at the time of dispensing there must be noted on the 
prescription above the signature of the prescriber the 
name and address of the seller and the date on which 
the prescription is dispensed; 

(d) except in the case of a health prescription or a pre- 
scription which may be dispensed again, the prescrip- 
tion must, for a period of two years, be retained and 
kept on the premises on which it was dispensed in 
such a manner as to be readily available for inspection. 

(5) In this Rule ‘‘ health prescription ’’ means a prescription 
given by a duly qualified medical practitioner under and in 
accordance with the Acts relating to national health insurance. 
or given by a duly qualified medical a upon a form 
issued by a local authority (whether a local authority as defined 
in the Act or not) for use in connection with a health service of 
that authority. 


FOURTH SCHEDULE. 


Substances required by Rule 12 to be sold by retail only upon 
@ prescription given by a qualified medical practitioner, regis- 
tered dentist or registered veterinary surgeon. 

Amidopyrine; its salts. 

Barbituric acid; its salts; derivatives of barbituric acid; 
their salts; compounds of barbituric acid, its salts, its 
derivatives, their salts, with any other substance. 

Dinitrocresols; dinitronapthols; dinitrophenols; dinitrothy- 


mols 

Phenylcinchoninic acid; salicyl-cinchoninic acid; their salts; 
their esters. 

< Iph 1: alkyl ph 1 


It will be noticed that amendments made to the 
Fifth Schedule to the Poisons Rules permit listed 
sellers (certain licensed sellers of poisons other 
than pharmacists) to sell ointments containing 
nitrobenzene for the treatment of animals. 

Nitrobenzene, sometimes known as_ oil of 
mirbane, is not a substance used in medicine or 
veterinary medicine. According to the British 
Pharmaceutical Codex it occurs as a pale yellow, 
highly refractive oily liquid, having an odour 
of bitter almond, and is a powerful poison. 

The position with regard to a person carrying 
on a business which comprises the manufacture 
of medicines for the treatment of animals would 
appear to be unchanged. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * 
THE LOVEDAY REPORT 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—It has been well said that the Loveday 
Report is like the curate’s egg of which the good 
parts are vitiated by the bad. Had it kept within 
the bounds of its terms of reference the Com- 
mittee might have produced a practical plan of 
immediate financial aid to a profession already 
vigorously engaged in putting its house in order 
and in fitting itself for its developing role in 
the economic life of the nation. Our _ best 
example is the Glasgow College which, in spite 
of years of State-enforced poverty, has proved by 
its continued successful existence and by the 


THE VE TERINARY RECORD. 


No. 4. Vou, 51. 131 


results achieved to have been essential to the 
veterinary needs of the country. Had _ the 
Glasgow College gone down when it was dealt 
what was intended to be the mortal blow in 
1923, the overcrowding of the remainin 
colleges would have had catastrophic effects an 
an acute shortage of veterinary surgeons would 
have ensued. 

A committee charged “in particular to make 
recommendations as to the provision which 
should be made from public funds in the five 
years 1937 to 1942 in aid of the maintenance 
expenses of institutions providing veterinary 
education,” in the interests of the present 
veterinary needs of agriculture should have pro- 
posed an immediate grant to Glasgow, in their 
own words, “to restore this victim of prolonged 
starvation.” Instead of this the report deliber- 
ately vetos any State assistance to the Glasgow 
College until the grandiose Loveday proposals 
are accepted. With a grant of about one-tenth 
the sum proposed Dr. Whitehouse could trans- 
form the Glasgow situation. 

What are the chances of these revolutionising 
and very expensive proposals being accepted by 
the Government? Bearing in mind the fate of 
many similar Committee reports and also the 
strained condition of the national purse I think 
they are very remote. Might I suggest that the 
Council, R.C.V.S., in joint discussion with the 
N.V.M.A., select the most important practical and 
realisable proposals in the report and press for 
their acceptance by authority. 

University association with other students 
would be admirable, for the other students even 
more than for the veterinary. But to be cut off 
from contact with practical veterinary work 
during the three scholastic years may result in a 
“ superiority ” complex which would look with 
distaste on the less aesthetic tasks of byre and 
stable practice. 

The five-year course has been successfully 
stabilised and, with some alterations dictated by 
experience, can turn out veterinary surgeons 
equal to any task within their sphere. 

Let us accept the report — for what it is: 
a series of tentative, over-ambitious proposals 
made by a selected group of well-meaning, 
mainly non-veterinary, gentlemen’ for the 
building of an ideal national veterinary service. 

State aid is urgently needed. If it eventuates 
to any degree from this report then we can for- 
give its less popular‘and highly problematical 
proposals. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. M. MiTcHe.t. 

249, Milngavie Road, 

Bearsden, 
Dumbartonshire. 
January 18th, 1939. 


. . . . 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I agree with other correspondents that 
the above report is far too lengthy for many 
members of our profession to find time to wade 
through its many pages. I think our deepest 
gratitude is due to the writer of the editorials 
reviewing this report, which have from time to 
time appeared in the Veterinary Record, and | 
believe the majority will agree that the articles 
evinced a most fair interpretation of the many 
clauses, and an intelligent, unbiased, diplomatic 
and unselfish spirit in the conclusions drawn. 

To no member of the veterinary profession is 
this report more welcome than to myself, with 
-—as Mr. Gladstone Mayall says in the current 
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issue of the Velerinary Record—* a few reserva- 
tions.” For 24 years t had the honour to be one 
of the representatives of the members of the 
profession on the Council of the R.C.V.S., during 
ine whole of which period my efforts were 
directed to the support of any object which 
would raise the status of the general practitioner. 
Often I have initiated proposals to this end, but 
have always met with an overwhelming “ opposi- 
tion majority ” of that dignified body. A certain 
dignified member usually rose at once to propose 
“That the Council take no steps in the matter 
as it is already provided for in the Diploma.” I 
was always informed that the Council were an 
administrative body only, and had no authori, 
to dictate to the schools what subjects they 
taught or the method in which such teaching 
should be carried out. My suggestions were 
never to the effect that this authority should be 
assumed, but it was proposed that instructions 
should be given to the examiner that each and 
every student be submitted to an examination in 
the subject named, thereby ensuring that he had 
received instruction in the special subject. 

So far as I know, no effort was made by the 
Council, R.C.V.S., or steps taken to advise or 
suggest to the powers that be as to the imperative 
ae eg of embodying the general practitioner 
in the Veterinary State Medicine Scheme; any 
suggestions made on the subject to Council were 
always met by the ruling that “we are an 
administrative body and this matter is outside 
our purview "! cannot imagine what the 
position of the general practitioner would nay. 
been had it not been for the formation of the 
special committee of the N.V.M.A.. who have 
worked streauously and hard in the matter and 
have certainly obtained better conditions, for 
the time being, than would otherwise have been 
the case: to them IT tender my most grateful 
thanks. The lethargy of the general practitioner 
is most tragic and has been brought about largely 
by the action, or rather want of action, of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S..) My ideal has always 
been to see the dignity of the Council reflected 
in the practising members of our profession, 
and that their representation on the Council be 
numerically strengthened, to that end. 

I have the greatest respect for our professors 
and think that so far as science and theory are 
concerned they compare most favourably with 
those of other learned professions. 

A few amendments are required which I trust 
the Committee of the N.V.M.A, are submitting 
and which T hope will be approved and adopted, 
and then I wish the best of luck to the Loveday 
Report. I shall then feel that 24 years of labour 
in that direction will have been rewarded. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. C. CoLemMan. 

Swindon, 

January 22nd, 1939. 


To THE Eprtor OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I have been interested in the arguments 
put forward both for and against the report, and 
as it appears to me to be an honest attempt to 
put the veterinary profession in the position it 
should have peen in years ago, I am in its favour. 

That it contains recommendations which all 
do not agree with is obvious, but I doubt if any 
report, on such a momentous subject, could be 
drafted which would please everybody. 

For years now the profession has grumbled 
about its being insufliciently recognised as one 
of the major professions and yet, when, as T see 
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it. an aitempt is made to place it in that category, 
some members object strongly. 

[ do not recall at whose prompting the Com- 
mittee was called into being, but it seems it 
must have been necessary as otherwise it would 
not have been appointed and as it was required 
“to make recommendations as to the provision 
which should be made from public tunds” it 
was inevifable that laymen should be members. 
The likelihood of obtaining public funds, the 
absence of which has been another grumble of 
the profession, seems to me likely to be seriously 
hampered if the report is rejected. 

The word “isolation” has appeared in the 
correspondence on this subject. Have not recent 
world events shown that this is likely to spell 
defeat for those who practise it? My view is 
that if the profession is to progress in the right 
direction, we must establish and maintain the 
closest connection with any body or bodies 
whose work touches even the fringes of our own. 
I have even dreamed of a research institute 
where human, veterinary agricultural 
problems are worked upon side by side. 

As I regard the report as the * Tide in the 
affairs of men, etc.,” I suggest that a referendum 
be issued to all members, asking whether they 
would or would not adopt the report, as although 
the Council of the R.C.V.S. is elected to repre- 
sent the views of the profession, in a matter such 
as this the expression of every individual 
opinion is the only real way of ascertaining 
what is desired. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. T. Davis, 

4, Market Buildings, 

Swaythling, 
Southampton. 
January 21st, 1939. 


To THE Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—-Al a time when it is probable that the 
value of our profession is to be forcibly borne 
upon the public, | appeal for a united front to 
be maintained, and to ask your correspondents 
and those who are not committing their remarks 
to paper, to defer their criticisms of the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. until its final findings are made 
public. As a member of that Council, I can 
assure those who conferred upon me the honour, 
that we are devoting much time and attention to 
it, both in our homes and at headquarters, and 
that the ultimate decision will have regard not 
only to the present but to the future. Like the 
famous curate’s egg, parts of the report are 
excellent. Not a few of the proposals have been 
in force for a very long time. We are neither 
knaves nor fools, but to expect a Council which 
at this time is fortunate in possessing the present 
President, to imitate the hasty Munich Agree- 
ment, does not appeal to me, and [I have no axe 


to grind. 
Yours faithfully, 
J. F. D. Tutt, 
Rothiemurchus,” 
St. Cross, 
Winchester. 


THE DOUBLE INTRADERMAL TUBERCULIN 
TEST 


To THE EpITor OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—Thirteen years have now elapsed since 
the introduction of the above test in its present 
form. Is not the time overdue when the pro- 
fession as a whole should nave arrived at their 
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decision as to its efficacy or otherwise, and also 
as to a uniform technique in its application? 

Destructive criticism gets us no further for- 
ward. Criticism respecting the potency of 
tuberculin is at present much tothe fore. 
in my opinion, the address by Dr. Mont- 
gomerte and Mr. Thomson to the’ Eastern 
Counties Division of the N.V.M.A. on October 
26th, 1938, stands out pre-eminently as_ the 
most practical and scientific discourse upon 
the subject which I have seen, and L_ think 
it would be a good thing for every member of the 
profession to study it thoroughly. 

The staff of many of our research laboratories 
are most reliable, capable and responsible men, 
and their object is to give scientific assistance 
to our members, and produce material for 
diagnosis, or curative purposes, of the best, and 
we should have the greatest confidence in them 
accordingly. | would, however, point out that a 

reat deal of this material is produced under 
aboratory conditions and as the result of 
laboratory experiments; these latter’ it is 
impossible to apply in practical use in the field, 
hence the results may vary slightly. 

I have experienced cases where the potency of 
the tuberculin has been credited with certain 
results obtained, and I[ have applied other 
batches of the same brand of tuberculin to the 
same animals and have obtained the same results 
and verified these by post-mortem examinations. 

Iam fully convinced that the vagaries reported 
are largely due to the technique adopted. One 
of the most important, if not fhe most important, 
of these is the depth at which the dose of 
tuberculin is injected. To illustrate this point, 
during the whole of last year, | took the greatest 
care in injecting the tuberculin to two-thirds of 
the depth of a single fold of skin. I have records 
of many hundreds of animals tested and the 
astonishing uniformity of the resulting measure- 
ments and character of the swellings was most 
remarkable. I noted faulty technique at the time 
of injection in two cases, both of which gave 
swellings 6 and 8 mm. above the initial measure- 
ment respectively; the swelling, however, was 
lin. by lin. in dimensions, but of a circum- 
scribed indurated type. Both these cows, being 
in good condition, were fatted out and 
slaughtered three months afterwards, and a care- 
ful post-mortem examination was made, when 
no macroscopic lesions were observable in any 
part of the carcases. Once yet again I beg to 
state that I fear a large number of operators still 
do not yet appreciate the extreme delicacy of 
the test. Many times I have heard men boasting 
of the number of animals they have tested in a 
given time. I have been very astonished and 
have always replied that “the time factor is of 
no importance to me, so long as I have done 
the job to satisfy my own conscience,” but have 
added that “to clip the site, measure the double 
fold of skin, inject tuberculin, with a clerk to do 
the booking, [ usually take two-and-a-quarter 
hours at the first injection, one-and-a-half hours 
at the second injection and one hour at the final 
reading. to test a herd of 100 milch cows (tied 
up). 

Two years ago I was asked by a certain pro- 
fessor whether I would arrange to give a 
demonstration of the test. I consented and with 
the most kind assistance of Captain Hayhurst 
arranged with the Market Committee of Islington 
to send 20 cows to the market where they were 
to remain in lairage for three days for the 
demonstration, when on the third day they were 
to be slaughtered and a post-morlem examination 
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made on each one, for the purpose of verifying, 
or otherwise, our previous findings. At all the 
demonstrations of the test which I have attended, 
we saw the animals only on the third day, 
except in one where a demonstration of the 
actual injection was made on one cow. To my 
mind such a demonstration is most unsatis- 
factory. 

_ omitted to say that the Islington demonstra- 
tion never materialised as, according to the 
professor whose approval had to be obtained, 
the students were all too busy preparing for 
their examinations. The demonstration, however, 
was arranged not to demonstrate to students, but 
solely for a few professors who had expressed a 
wish to attend such a demonstration. It must be 
realised that professors in many cases have not 
been able to obtain the amount of practice 
required to enable them to demonstrate to 
students the many varied degrees’ of reactions 
which occur when doing many thousands of 
tests. 

I am still agreeable to give such a demonstra- 
tion to Ms.R.C.V.S., if if can again be arranged 
by a Division or otherwise. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. C. CoLeMan. 

Swindon. 

January 22nd, 1939. 
* 
TUBERCULIN TESTING 

To THE EpiITor OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—It seems to be the general opinion that 
this testing, at the present time, is far from 
salisfactory, not only to the veterinary profession 
but also to stock owners, 

Mr. Chippertield is quite correct when he says 
that potency, etc., preferably should have been 
settled before the present campaign started, but 
it is so easy to be wise after the event. 

When we see an article such as Mr. Hosier 
writes in the Farmers’ Weekly (January 13th, 
1939), it is not very hard to realise what other 
owners, not so enlightened, are now saying, This 
article is written with real understanding of 
the problem at the present time. 

It has been and still is a fairly general belief 


amongst farmers that the first test sensitises 
animals for the second test. Jn some circum- 
stances this seems to be a fact. The higher 


percentage of reactors at a second test certainly 
taxes one’s ingenuity to explain in cases where 
there have been no introductions of fresh stock, 
and the premises, disinfection, ete., are con- 
scientiously looked after. Such results should 
not happen, as tuberculin should be able to pick 
out nearly 100 per cent. of tuberculous animals 
at the first test. F 

Another common saying is that the first test 
has been carried out with diluted) or weak 
tuberculin, so that the owner may be encouraged 
to go on with a scheme of eradication; this is, of 
course, nearly, if not quite, libellous. 

One irritating result that has appeared after 
injection of C.T. has been a proportion of large 
hard swellings, which one cannot interpret with 
real confidence. Some of these will pass later 
and some fail, although there was no perceptible 
difference between the nodules in the first place; 
some tests have given a very large percentage of 
such reactions, which makes the test almost 
useless. 

There appears clinically some justification for 
the idea that S.T. as at first issued from Cam- 
bridge was a better product than that at present 
issued from London. 
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naptoatele, why should not the final reading 
of all tests taken at the ninety-sixth hour 
instead of at the seventy-second? Two tests 
could then be easily done in the week, without 
overlapping; also, the later reading appears to 
help the interpretation of the test. 

Yours faithfully, 


J. R. Baxter. 
A. J. BAXTER. 
Lechlade, 
Glos. 
January 22nd, 1939. 


THE POTENCY OF SYNTHETIC TUBERCULIN 

To THe Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I think the experience I have had in the 
use of synthetic tuberculin during the last week 
is worth recording. 

Last Saturday I finished a Survey Test of 59 
Devon cattle including aged cows and yearlings. 
Now Devon cattle, in my experience, are com- 
paratively free from tuberculosis, but I was very 
surprised when I did not get a single reactor. 
I must say it did occur to me that possibly the 
tuberculin was at fault. 

However, this week I had two cows with 
recurrent tympany which I — might be 
tuberculous in origin, and as I had some of this 


batch of tuberculin left I used it on these 
animals. The result in both cases was a well- 
marked reaction. The measurements were as 
follows :— 
Initial measurement Forty-eighth hour 
Cow I... 4mm. 15 mm. 
Cow Il ... 6 mm. 18 mm. 
This result seems to me to be satisfactory, at 
least as regards this particular batch of 
tuberculin. 


Yours faithfully, 
W. L. 


“ Melverne,” 
West Hill, 
Wadebridge. 


January 21st, 1939. 
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A NOTABLE BOOK 
To THE Epitor OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—There must be hundreds, and more likely 
thousands, of us in the veterinary world who 
have had the great pleasure 4nd _ privilege, in 
some way or other, of meeting that very fine 
and exceptional horseman, Mr. Sam Marsh. I say 
“very fine horseman”: I have every confidence 
that not one of us or any one else for that 
matter, would query the definite statement that 
Sam Marsh would be classed at Jeast as one of 
the three most versatile and accomplished horse- 
men this country has ever produced. 

doubt if anyone in his line has done more 
to bring grist to the veterinary mills, and I am 
certain it would be very interesting to know 
what large sum of money Sam Marsh and his 
friends have been able to collect on behalf of 
our new Camden Town buildings. 
_ I have just finished reading “ Hunting, Show- 
ing and ’Chasing,” by Sam Marsh, published by 
Jarrolds—the best of its sort bar none—and 
have read most of them. How refreshing to 
find a sub-title, ““ When to call in the Veterinary 
Surgeon,” as compared with the chapter in some 
other works on “ How to save the Vet’s Bills.” 

It is were seldom indeed that I burst into 

rint, so I hope a corner will be found in the 

ecord for my letter, so that any of us who 
possibly have not come across the book may—as 
doubtless many will wish to do—take the 
opportunity of indirectly showing our apprecia- 
tion of a good friend and a_ big-hearted 


sportsman. 
Yours faithfully, 
Sam SMITH. 
Winton Lodge, 
North Parade, 
Horsham. 
January 19th, 1939. 
P.S.—I did not know of this book before I saw 
it and have not seen Mr. Marsh since _ its 
publication.—S. S. 


[We hope to review Mr. Marsh’s book in an 
early issue.—Editor.’ 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS, 1894 to 1987, anD AGRICULTURE ACT oF 1987 (PART IV) 


SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic§ | Sheep Swine 
isease. Mange. Scab. Fever. 
Animals Out- | 
slaugh- b 
_ Out- Out- | tered as | reported Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. | breaks | Animals breaks | diseased | by the | Animals| breaks | breaks | slaugh- 
con- | attacked.’ con- or ex- Local | attacked.) con- con- tered. 
firmed. posed to | Authori- firmed. firmed. 
infection ties. 
_ No. No. | No. No. No. No. | No. | No. No. 
Period Ist to 15th January, 1939 | 37 39 11 1,822 1 1 22 41 | 23 
Corresponding period in | 
1938 ais 51 51 82 | 4,640 10 30 i 16 
1937 33 1 | 689 8 | 36 | 4 17 
1936 26 342 9 | | 4 | 107 | (59 
| 


Nots.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


